5}

THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

MAY 12, 1906,

—
FIVE-MINUTE SERMONS,

Fourth Sunday sfter Easter.

TEMPTATION.

Blessed is the man thatendureth temptation;
for when he hath been proved. he shall receive
the crown of life, which God hath promised te
them that love him, (3b James i 12)

These words, my dear brethren, are
from the Scriptore read in the Divine
Office for today. They also, and very
appropriately, have a prominent place
in the Office read on the feasts of
martyrs throughout the year.

“Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation.” ** Yes,' you may say,
¢ gertainly,’’ il & man does endure and
resist temptation, it is a good thing,
and one for which he has reason to be

thankful ; but for my part, I wu'nld
rather get along without being
b tempted.’ This is a thought which is

occur to those who are
t saving their souls,
and are therefore afraid that they may
give way to temptation, commit'mnrtal
sin, and be lost. They are inclined to
envy others who seem to have a good
and innocent natural disposition, and
sometimes they may, perhaps, wish that
they the nselves had died in their bap

very likely to
in earnest abou

tismal innocence, before vemptation
and sin were possible.
Now this wish is not altogether

. it is certainly pleasing to God
to desire that it might be impos
gible to cffond Him, and that our own
salvation might be made secure. Bat
it is a mistake, when he does sllow
temptation to come on us withont our
fault, to think that it would be better
for us if he had not done so.
It is a mistake, and why ?
far the greater part of us cannot
acquire supernatural virtue in any
bigh degree, give much glory to God,
or be entitled to much reward at His
hands, withont a good deal of tempta-
tion. If it would please God to infase
all the virtues into our souls without
any trouble or labor on our part, it
might indeed be very well; bat this He
is not bound to do, and generally He

wrong
for us

Because

does not choose to doit. He prefers
that we should obtain our virtues
partly by our own exertions. And as

we will not pray or meditate, do
penance or mortify ourselves enough to
accomplish this end, there is no way to
meke any virtue strong and hardy in
us except by forcing us to oppose its
contrary vice. It is quite easy to seem
very pleasant and good natured when
one has no crosses or provocations; but
let a sharp or insulting word be said,
and it will soon be seen how much real
patience there is in this seeming good
humor ; perhaps passion will flame out
31l the more violently for being long in
repose. But if one's patience is often
tried, and stands the test by means of
our own earnest struggles, it will be-
come after a time something which we
can really eount on.

This, then, is one good in temptation,
that it makes our virtue really strong

Christianity to be poltoons and to sur-
render their rights at the behest of
swaggering bullies. Sell-defense justi
fies the death of the unjust aggressor ;
how much more will it jastily a less
measure of retaliation to desfend your
dignity and self respect. Were there
a total surrender of our rights, men
would hardly be able to live in society.
The doctrine teaches us to be forhear
ing and patient in our self defense and
rot to be moved by hatred or malice, in
the means we take to preserve our self-
respoct, our standing and our rights.

Rovenge is never lawial, ‘' Revenge
is mine,”’ saith the Lord, * and I will
repay in due time.”” Persons actuated
by revenge generally go tco far and
assume a part which clearly does not
nelong to them. People sometimes say
of their enemies “ T will leave them
to God.” This may be said with good
dispositions, and again it may have the
essence as well as the color of a curse.

We often hear the expression : *‘ I
will forgive, but I will never forget.’
People cannot forget in the literal
sense, and a serious offence by a neigh-
bor will naturally change the estinfate
in which you formerly held him, If
the words mean that you will cherish
some desire of revenge and some ill-
will your protestation of forgiveness
means nothing.

The standard of Christian conduct in
this matter is laid down by our Lord in
the words of St. Paul : ** If thy enemy
ungry, give him to eat, if he thirst
give him to driok, for doing this thou
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head.
Be not overcome by evil, bot overcome
evil by good.” (Romans xix.) We can
easily understand that were persons to p
do this fully they wonld ** find rest for | 2% The very nsme ol the conlas-
thelr sonls.”” sional carvies with it to non-Catholics

One of the most consoling of the |28 unpleasant sound I know that I
cight beatitudes is: ** Blessed are the am :\dv'm- “ng: with thcse outside the
merciful for they shall obtain mercy.”’ Catholic ‘k,hurch Jom ux'xpft.»uul'v Cpuse 19
All of us feel that we stand in need of undertaking to pleid inits behall. Yet
merey. Now and then we realize some lg[u quite sure that they .‘u!l give me a
thing of our sins, and if we are merci- Ihir bearing ;m‘d' listen with unpreju
ful ourselves, we hope for forgiveness, 41000 WInae w..{le .l speak .‘“‘" 1oy
entire ani complete, from Him Who knowledge of an “"'t’.nm"un With whioh
says: * With what judgment you as pt:mt.um..:\ud confessor, [ have had
judge, you shall be judged ; and with RURID GRPRLIGNOS:
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THE NATURAL ADVANTAGES OF
THE CONFESSBIONAL.

It v. Morgan., M. Sheedy.

Preaching in St John's pro Cathe-
dral, Altoona, on a rocent Sunday oven-
ing Rev. Morgan M. Sheedy discussed
auricular contession from the stand-
point of its natural advantages.

“Phere is no institusion,” said the
reverend speaker, ‘'in the Catholi»
Chureh to which the average non-
Catholic, with the exception of high
church Episcopalians, who at present
practice it, has more deeply rooted
antipathy than to the practice
auricular confession. He regards 1t as
an unwarrantable invasion of the pri
vacy of the individual conscience, an
intrusion iato the sacred dowmain of
domestic lite as dangerous and de
moraliziog, a source of weakuess
the will, and destructive of the habi
of independence and spiritual sel reli
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what measure you mete, it shall be “My oujxcg this elv“‘,niug is to state
measured to you again.' (St. Matt. a8 fairly and impartially as I can the

manifold advantages to the individual
and to society which are the result of
pabitual confession and tey to remove
if I can, some of the misconceptions
which prevail respecting it even among
honest and educated minds. I have
nothing to say to the ** anti popery "
lecturer or to the professicnal de-
claimer against the ‘abominations of
Rome,’ with whom the Catholic con
fessional is a favorite topie for abuse.
Their manners and methods and the
infamous literature they scatter broad
cast are quite suflicient to condemn
them.,
PREVAILED FROM THE FIRST.

“The history of the confession is too
wide a field to enter upon. This only
will I say, that Curistians from the
very beginning, takiog in their literal

92

vii. 2.) As we all stand in need of for-
giveness, we should bs ready to bestow
it upon those who have offended us.

Man is naturally bitter and revenge
ful against those who have injured him.
Forgiveness is a supernatural virtue.
We acquire it by prayer and by prac-
tice. ** To err is human, to forgive,
divine.” St. Peter asked our Lord :
““ Lord, how often shall my brother
offend against me and I forgive him ?
—till teven times 2"’ Jesus saith unto
him : * [ say not to thee till seven
times ; but till seventy times seven
times.’' (St, Matt, xviii, 21 ) We do
pot hesitate much about offending God
again and again, but we do think it a
terrible thing if any one offead us more
than once.

Most of us know the story told of

and solid for future use. 3ut another
value of it is to enable us to make acts
at the very moment which will have an
eternal reward and werit, and which
we should never make were Wweo let
alone. Lot one be temoted by impure

thoughts for a day, and faithfully re
sist them : in that day he will pe rhaps
have done more to please God and

obtain merit and glory in heaven than
in a year of ordinary life.

So if temptation comes without our
own fault we may indeed rejoice and
count ourselves blessed, as St. James
says ; for it is indeed an earnest of the
crown of life which our tried and
strengthened souls ghall win, and which
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A | shall be decked with the innumerable
LR e 4 gems which our batt!es with sin have
TN R merited. But let us not allow it to
'3‘. i { come by our favlt, for then we cannot
B 58 ! hope for & blessing with it. ** Lead us
% ‘3 not into temptation '’ we say every

and obvious sense cur Lord's words to
His apostles: ‘As my Father hath sent
we, even so I send you ; whose sins 50

S, John the Kvangelist. In his old
ve he went on repeating in all his

rinon: “ My children love one e Sl
e thee. ™ S5 oisen Bid ke repont thia | TORGAYS thay a6 SREIvee § MR VOCSl
that the disciples were many and they SIS UV 0! R e s s
| asked him why he continuaily repeated AlWAYS aten b Sha, HIIMDEEA S S
‘. it. To this he answered 2 %It is a | church the delegates and representa-

tives of Christ ; and have in obedience
to His
their sios to

precept of Christ, and if you do this |
it will be sufficient.”” St. John had
previously written : We know that we

made confession ol
Early Christian

command,
them.

. iter i 1 ie show at
have passed from death to life, be literature 18 Mll“‘ S l;(‘ U0, PG “,’1 "
> actic vonfessio revaile
we love the brethren.” And i P:i“‘“.'" > ,\}m" ooy Ir“m‘t 2
“ . P01 a first, Mode vestige
If any man say, I love G from the firs odern investigation
1

proves that even In the earliest times
private sins were privately confessed.
There is ample witness to the practice
of auricular confession as prevailing in
the I st and West alike. This I know
is deaied, and we are told that the
practice was introduced into the church
as late as the thirteenth century at
the Lateran Council in The
answer to this statement is this : It

hateth his t
law of love does not apply to our
friends only, to agreeable people only,
or only to those of our own nationality.
It applies to all men. *‘*If you love
trem that love you, what reward shall
you have 2 Do not even the publicans
this?'’ (St. Matt., v. 46 ) This a mere
natural love which any pagan must pos
HOBS.

amoabhan o 19 ¢
srother, he is a

1215,

fant in order that he might whisper to
s human ear the crime that he could
no longer bear in silence. Probably
most of my hearers have listened to
the confidence of some friend who
poured forth an honest and self-accus
ing story of his or her past misdeeds.
Relief comes to the burdened soul from
such a revelation or confession. The
history of religious revivals outside the
Catholie chareh is invariably attended
with some form or other of public or
private confession. What are religuus,
‘experiences ' and ‘ manifestations ' of
sonscience among most of the dencmi-
nations bat a confession of sins 2 The
rapid growth of the practice of confes-
sion among modern high chureh Epis-
copalians s not a mere imitation of
Kome, but is the natural outcome oi
religious earnestness and sincerity.
Does not all this prove the necessity of
providing some carefully guarded and
recognized outlst for that instinet of
human nature which leads one to give
rolief to his sense of personal guilt by
<ome external manifestation’ of his evil
deeds ? And what a relief does not
the burdened soul experience! How
often does not a Catholic confessor
hear from the lips of tkose who had
told some sad tale of sin the joyfal ex-
clamation: * Now, Father, I begin to feel
batter since I have made a good confes-
sion.”’

“The practice of confession thus
hecomes a natural as well as a super-
patural means of eseaning from an in-
tolerable and crushing burden.”

NATORAL BENEFITS,
“The speaker dwelt at;leng h on the

L

nany wparural benefits that come
through this “‘ministry of reconcilia
tion.”' The confessional supplies to the

troubled soul in the person of the priest
a father, a friend and a safe guide; it
afl ris a sure and safe resort to all
who are ia ary kind of moral or intel
lectual distress ; it is of incalculable
benefit to the young and the old to
find there is one who will clearly draw
the line between right and wrong and
set the troubled conscience at
res

urther, every man feels from time
to time that he would like to have a
charce to turn over a new leaf—to
start his life afresh. A fallen nature
i3 ever inclived to fall. The best ;are
simply those that sin the least. We
from time to time all need to _cleanse
and purify our souls in this beautiful
bith provided for us by our loving
Saviour. The confession correspcnds
nicely to this need. Whenever a soul
says to itself, as the prodigal said
‘I will go home toc my ‘ather. When
ever we are resolved to give up
guilty attachments, to draw our
selves away from the occasions of evil,
we can go to a father and friend who
in the name of the fasher of the prodi
gal says to us, ‘Go in peace, your
are forgiven yom.' Catholics
know by experience that they fee! the
same joy, the same relief, the same sonse
of being nnburdened that Mary Mg-
dalens had when she heard from the
lips of Christ Himself those blessed

sins

justily ourselves on account of our self-

will, our }1|5r-|rl|'ﬂ|,

|

{ words “Thy ging are forgiven
‘ thee.''

¥ “Farther still, we all koow that seli-
| know ledg is the hardest kind of
‘\ knowledge in tne world to acquire. We
|

interests ; besides,

our passions cloak and hide the evil
in which we are from time to time im-
mersed. Now, the man that examines

his conscience in the light of God's law
and the example of Charist and His
saints, who then tells frankly and can-
didly ail that be finds in himself of
manifold evil, who opens up this con
science in another — a friend that is
calm and quiet and who can advise
him father as to the fulfillment of his
duvies —that man gains in the light of
this examioation and of this manifes
tation of himself a self-knowledge which
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DEFAMING THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH.

A great gathering of women's

, patriotie ard benevolent, was held

last week at 1.ledo, Ohio, under the

ieral title of the National Counecil of

Vomen. Mrs. L, C. Manghester,

BOCLE

one

f the delegates from the 1
Women of Awerican Liberty,’’ brought
in a resolation protesting against the

yppropriation of any money by Con-
gress for the support of religious schools,
accompanied by a report which set
forth that the Catholie Church was re-
¢p nsible for the threatened war of
France against Germany, that the Pope
is using the German Emperor as a cat's
paw to take vengeance on Krance for
her Separation Law, banishment of relig
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