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Shall we Grow More Roots ?

EDl[‘O RlAL. cessfully prosecuted. Culture of fruits and veze-
B e <
e ———————— desirable 1n @ The question has been asked through our ccl-

P 1 es would cer lllllly be most
untry scl ()(l], bu summe vacat . res ' rer rec t 8 o
< er acation avages of umns by sev eral enquilr ers ccen l\ , What ¢ op can

ive Interest in Arbor ; :

ReVl l Day poultry and depredations of stock, would be likely e grow as a subgtitute for roots 92 The reasans
this direction. for this enyuiry are that roots roquire a gooud
though, in deal of labor in their cultivation and handling,
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Arbor Day, the first Friday in May, a red- to interfere with plans in
letter day on the school child’s calendar, is ap- What can and should be done,
pmaching, and many a pupil is doubtless count- cvery case, 18 to level the school-yard, filling up and help is scarce and dear. There has been, we
ing the days until the half-holiday. Unfortunate- unsightly swamps, and thus giving the children a  regret to notice, a growing tendency in the last
ly, the keeping of Arbor Day is, in many cases, chance to do something to ornament their play- few years, in many districts, o reduce the area
ory observance. Inertia of Lrus- ;t;(mu‘n(l.l “IhlstVlworkL, though, would prol‘»al)l‘v );'ct— of root culture, and in some sections to arop m

.+ be left until autumn, so as t ermit secedi i i

tecs, indifference of parents, und resulting lack of (g o i o ’ ;1 permi S. n.g out of the programme of farm operations. This
bors is naturally reflected in th O grass _“1“0“1 delay. Farly May, however, 1S s especially noticeable in those sections and on

n teachers is naturally reflected in e o good time_for tree planting. Some assistance the part of those farmers who have adopted the
who meet with but half- should be afforded in choosing and transplanting. growing and storing of ensilage corn Silage is
t that Ifelp the boys to get trees large cnough to make undoubtedly the bost available substitute for
previous experience has proven unprod a little showing m.ld giV‘c promise of reasonably roots, if the latter must be abandoncd, as it fur-
permanent results. An annual cleaning up of v-n])th::eﬁt, 'l“ :; aiklntg l'ath]er ftm) t’:"Ch t(; nishes an abundant supuly of succulent food

) expect the pupils to nt merely 100 i i . ‘

play-grounds which become littered again, plant- rP i _l I B i"y or the g fqr stm-:k 'm the winter months; but we are con-
sich Titie Bl of the next generation. Having planted the vinced it is a grave mistake Lo depend upon corn

ich littie 00M  {,es, encourage the children to care for them, {o the exclusion of roots in the feeding of young
ccasional tree keeping the ground cultivated or mvlched. Too animals, and we are by no means persuaded that
in a hole in the sod, and corpn will take the place of turnips and mangels

a mere perfunct

enthusiasm 1
attitude of the children,
hearted response the teacher’'s appeal for effor
uctive of

ing of some flower beds on W

ever appears, and setting out an O

whose existence 18 perpetually jeopardized by boys often they -are stuck
and other natural enemics, Or the piling of some nature left to do the rest. in the fattening of beef cattle or in the production
Perhaps, also, there are stumps, rocks, OT of milk in the case of dairy cows, while for the

fuel into the woodshed, is about the usual round B . . d hich & b fh
) se rees in the yard, which a team © orses
Little permanent improvement 18 :qm ded t r] % ¥ 1 ‘u h cases let the trus- healt}?y growth o} shoep and hogs there is no
t. nehv‘e 0 remove. n suc . ascs le te > question but that roots are eminently preferable
: . 1,ust l\l:eh? !tnan. ?(r ﬂrr?n‘seh ‘i:‘r Sl;m(‘; ;‘:S;’::Y;’; to silage. There is good ground for the belief
. v - ) e L > i i
4 g.enerul awakening is necessary to fm ap 1; f~‘l s deasm ()’f a ﬁ ours: an ¢ the old that the signal success of British breeders of pure-
preciation of the need of Arbor Day, especially on 1€ ¢ earing up. r; DEFRERS. some of the older p o4 stock, in attaining and holding the pre-emin-
) ‘ ) e boys could be trusted with a steady team.
the part of ratepayers, without whose co-operation e ) . ent place freely accorded them as leaders in the
) ) Country boys like to handle horses, and work . K
o likely e be accomplished. : } ' : ) improvement of the various classes of live stock
with twice the will where horse power 18 being ;g 1 '
DR — - ) very largely due to the free use of roots in
8 used. Let them feel you are anxious to see them 4y feeding ration, and if C da holds th
e formative period improve the school-grounds, and they will do i y sl el LS acanc
‘ _ ) ) place in the production of high-class stock, as
of character growth their part, while with such a starier there will : !
. ) ‘ ol - - " we belicve she does, it is' in no smnall degree due
<tration, and yet such is the pu e no lack O co-operation by the gu S. to the s .
. ) ‘ ) e same system of feeding.
that almost any other claim Besides trees, every play-ground should have a
- y vood carpet of grass. If there arc any bare Where corn is cheaply and plentifully grown,
Lately an instance Was T€  quots they should be seeded in early sprine, or and is convenient for feeding purposes, the ten-
in May, with a good sceding of grass dency is to feed it exclusively or nearly so, with
in the proportion of one the inevitable result that an cxcess of fat is pro-
one pound Canadian duced, lowering the value of the meat product,
clover, the seed, if impairing the procreative powers, and leading to
uncertainty of reproduction, and in many cases
to sterility or barremness. The highest type of
animals and the best quality of meat is pro-
duced where roots form a considerable proportion
of the fecding ration, and Canadian breeders will
f~¢-rtni11ly lose ground in the race for supremacy
in '\e-stock production if, for any recason, they
abandon the cultivation of the juicy, succulent

of the day.
attempted for lack of facilities.

little can, and less
‘The importance of having uplif
rounding our children during th
should require no demon-
blic indifference on

this vital question,
is considered first.
counted to us of a couple of fine old shade trees, even yet
the only ones in the play-ground, being cut down, and white clover, say
without so much as a word to pupils or teacher, pound Kentucky blue grass,
because a neighbor had complained that they ijn- Dlue grass and one pound ;
gl hi 1 o although shade trees of his cown late, to be raked into a pulverized seed-
. R tlbes.' OAERRVE . ) ; bed. While ordinarily children are prone to
on the other side of the orchard were left ) S e of 1 it is by
e { the pupils at this trample up an inviting piece of mud, it is Dy no
I'he resentment O 3 : - means impossible to enlist their interest sufficient-
subotLL, 8 ly, particularly if they feel a proprietary interest
the sceds to make a start,

owin

standing.

inconsiderate act of vandalism, we
stifi e Think i influence of those .

justifiable. I'hink of 1t, Llf)e influe - in the cause, to permit

tree N o cever: vener 1 S . 5
rces upon the characters O several genera and clothe the bare spots with grass, instead of

of children coolly sacriliced for a few barrels of weeds. A school-ground should and may be a
apples ! miniature park, attractive at all scasons. turnip and wangel, which have contributed so
In cities the value of sesthetic school sur- The school is the sursery of 1o alion. The largely to the faine of the motherland and our
roundings and of school gardening by the pupils oxample set, the ideals presented will influence ©Wn in this respect.

‘ citizens, and it is just as Turnips and straw constitute the principal,

carctakers and .}.ml'denurs arc . careers of the future
e-study specmhstsengug,etl on - inportant that we train them to live well and and in many cases the entirc winter fare of the

In the rural districts such ,qke attractive homes, as to teach them English beef breeds of cattle in Scotland. ‘Turnips are
although the Education g arithmetic.  We spend moncy <o give children the mainstay of shecp-raising in England, and the
Department in the Province of Ontario has sought pleasures and provide them with good clothes  feeding of sheep on the land is the most élroﬁtable
to encourage school gardens py providing in its 0 comfortable homes Why not a little to system of maintaining its fertility. With good
regulations for an initial grant, not exceeding  ,dorn the school which is their home a large part management, the root crop is not unduly expens-
$100, to any rural school poard which provides & i heir youthful days ? ive to raise, while the yield may figure out at a
school garden, comprising at least an acre of land We quite sy mpathize with the farmer whose thousand bushels per acre under judicious culti-
hesides the regular school-ground area, with the planting and secding is pressing, and who is vation, which, at the low vaiuation of five cents
accommodation, and  (empted to keep his boys at home to work every a bushel, makes about as profitable a return for
but would like to ask each firmer the labor and usc of the land as any other crop,
cpn represent a better invest- besides leaving thq soil in ideal condition for the

s being realized,
cmployed, and natur
the teaching stafl.

things are not SO easy,

necessary  equipment and
promising a subsequent annual grant of $10,

vided the appropriation made by the legislature  individually what
noderate amount of expense and succeeding crop.

pro- spare moment,

Several such gardens ment than a1

will warrant such payment.
have been established in Carleton Co., Ont., and time, especially the children’s time, spent in The preparation for, and sowin of the "
lave received the grant of $100 the first, «chool-ground improvement ? Do not, then, keep  for roots, comes in uf,u*r (,h,; Sl"'i';l: ,uruin‘ :;L:;_
md €10 each subsequent year. In Nova Scotig,  the boys at home on May 5Sth./but reither talk ing; the singling and cultivation may m»n'-‘rall
we  understand, there are upwards of seventy up this matter 1o trustees, teachers and pupils. hHe done before harvest cr in the nmr.nin' hmlrz
rural school gardens, and in Prince Isdward Is- [ every reader of the ‘* Farmer’s Advocate '  when the dew prevents working at hn\':nlkln'r
land some work has been carricd on under the ould try to sct on foot in his section a move-  the storing ol the <~r(;|; comes ‘ut a !n.m«- \rh:'r;
upervision of the Macdonald nature-study —jent  for who'e-nearted  Arbor Day observance, other work is not pressing un'd with a cellar lu’ll
AT But for many rural cections we fear what a transformation would be effected in the of such feed the f“]-!nl‘.r f“;.lg ((;f,, in case any of
and, ultimately, thaq fodder crops have  proved deficient, and

‘hat consolidation after the Macdonald —systeni g hool-grounds of this country,
will be necessary before gardening can be Suc- also in the homes ! doubly so when all have yiclded plentifully ‘I'be




