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The British Crisis

HE political crisis in Great Britain, be-
T sides being deeply interesting to all who
are concerned in the larger politics of the
world, may well be a eause of anxiety to all .
British subjects. The reputation of Mr. Lloyd
George as a statesman of great ability and in-
tense driving power will go far to encourage
a confidence that any administration under his
Jeadership will devote itself patriotically and
resolutely to the great work of carrying on the
war to a victorious end. That this may be
the case must be the earnest wish of Britons
everywhere. Unfortunately, the cireumstances
under which the change has been brought about
seem likely to leave room for some misgivings
as to the future.
British discontent was produced chiefly by
the influence of the newspapers under the con-
trol of Lord Northeliffe, then the new Cabinet
will begin its work under a little cloud of
suspicion that may at any time begome large
enough to create trouble.' Denuncistions of
such men as Mr. Asquith, Mr. Balfour, Viscount
Grey and Lord Lansdowne are a poor founda-
tion on which to build a movement for change
of leadership. There are no men in the public
life of the Empire who have shown more of the
qualities of statesmanship that endure than the
men we have named.
should be a small War Couneil, which should
be independent of the Cabinet, and of which
the Prime Minister should not be permitted to
be an active membeer, was one that a self-re-
specting statesman like Mr. Asquith could not
be expected to accept. . That he resigned his
high office rather than permit such a hum-
iliating situation is not surprising. The un-
reasonableness of the proposal can, perhaps,
be better understoed now, since the change
of leadership. It was proposed to exclude
Mr. Asquith on the ground that the general
duties of leadership would prevent his giving
the attention necessary to the work of the War
Council. Now that Mr. Lloyd George is
Premier, how will that contention operate?
If Mr. Asquith as leader could not serve on
the War Counecil can Mr. Lloyd George as
leader do so? And if Mr. Lloyd George, be-
cause of his holding the place of Prime Minister,
is not to serve on the War Council, will-not
that body be much the poorer because it has not
the benefit of his acknowledged force of char-
acter? Mr. Lloyd George’s Cabinet, it is to be
hoped, will obtain the necessary support in the

House of Commons. Further divisiomr at
this time would be most unfortunate. But if
it is understood that the new Cabinet is form-
ed as a consequence of movements that have

—been unjust to Mr. Asquith and a number of
his chief eolleagues, Mr. Lloyd George may

find his task both delicate and difficult.

“of all or part of the civic business.

If it be true, as alleged, that .

The proposal that there .

_terests. Too often they form their judgments

Is Montreal Incapable of
Self-Government

UNICIPAL affairs have so often been
mismanaged in Montreal that many
¢itizens may be tempted to give a measure of
. approval to the suggestions made from time
to: time for the a/ppomtment by the Provincial
Government of a Commission' to take charge
Two pro-
posals of this kind, it is said, are to come be-
fore the Quebee Legislature at the present ses-
gion. One of these contemplates the abolition
of the existing machinery and the substitution
of a Commission to” manage the business of
Montreal. The other, more restricted in
character, is designed to take the vexed tram-
ways question out of the hands of the Mayor,
Controllers and Aldermen and hand it over to
a Commission, who would be empowered to
grant the Tramways Company a new franchise.
That discontent with the management of mu-
nicipal affairs leads some People to 1ol ith a
degree of favor -n proposals to “nhdr‘m the
public business from the City Hall we have
already said. Granmting that there has been
much in the past management of Montreal’s
affairs to excuse this feeling, we are reluctant
to believe that on mature consideration any
considerable number of citizens will consent
to the adoption of such a policy, either gen-
erally or in the case of the tramways. That
such proposals should be gravely considered
is snrprumg, more surprising would it be if
in these days of democracy any Government,
elected by the people and responsible to them,
should put the stamp of approval on such re-
actionary measures. Montreal indeed has not
a very enviable reputation, but one of the most
serious blows that could be given to the city
in the eyes of the outside world would be a
proclamation that its citizens are no longer
deemed capable of managing their own affairs.

Popular government does not produce per-
feet government. Democracy has its perils.
Perhaps these are as much in evidence in Mont-
real as in other quarters.. The mass of the
people are not always very well inform-
ed in all the things that concern their best in- {l

hastily, under the influence of unserupulous
men who, to serve their ends, are ready to re-
sort to any kind of misrepresentagion and to
appeal to passion more than to reason. This is
a sad feature of popular govermment. But
there seems to be no remedy for the regret-
fable conditions beyond what is found in bet-
ter education of the people in the responsibili-
ties and duties of citizenship. A limited few
may for the moment be the gainers from the
cries of the demagogues. The mass usually
find out in the end that they have been de-
ceived, and when the opportunity comes they
reverse their judgment. Even if there were
not this hope for the correction of evils, it is
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