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Fibre Cheese Boxes

J. A. Ruddick, Dairy Commissioner,

EVERAL thousand cheese were

shipped last year in the new

fibre boxes. In order to get ac-
curate and unblased reports as to the
condition of these boxes on arrival in
the United Kingdom I arranged with
the Cheese Commission to notify wuy
office at Ottawa when cheese In fibre
boxes were included In any shir nemt
and the cargo Inspectors employc. un
der my direction at ports fin the
United Kingdom were instructed to be
on the lookout for them and to makoe
special reports as to their condition,
and to obtain the views of the trade
reganding them. These reports do
not indicate that this package Is a
perfect ome as manufactured at pre-
sent, The covers are (reguently
torn loose and there is a tendency
for the fibre to soften slightly, pre-
sumably by absorbing moisture from
the cheese. When this occurs the box
is liable to be crushed when it has
to stand the weight of a pile of five
or six boxes.

Quite a percentage of the boxes
were reported as torn with the hooks
used In bandling They will not
stand that sort of usage, The patent
cheese truck as used for wooden
boxes also breaks or tears the fibre
band, but this can be, and has been
in some warehouses, remedied by an
alteration in the truck which prevent.
the tearing. As I have already 1
the fibre box is probably .not a per
fect box, but I think it Is capable of
improvement, and even at present
would appear as though it arrives in
as good condition, if not beiter, on
the average, than the ordinary wood
en box.

T am rather hopeful that the fibrs
box, possibly with some improv.
ments, will solve the box problem of
the fature, providing the cheese ar:
all made of one diameter. In man
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