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Bat did you notice small, it was possible for city residents 
<1 toy the inveatiga- to obtain moat of their supplies from 

roflis were not made farmer* living neanby. The farmers 
little for used to drive in with their vegetables 

and sell them 
onsumers. Thus, 
lemen to iv:.ie bet

a great exception, 
that It was reveale 
tion that these pr 
by paying the farmers too 
their hogs and charging the consumers meat, 
too much for their pork and bacon? direct 
Instead, the complaint was made dur- were few midd

the investigation by one of the :he consumer an* -ne producer, 
lawyers that the competing packets During the past fifty years our cities 
had forced the price too high for the have grown rapidly. Farm produce 

city consumers toy com- now has to toe shipped long distances 
petlng against one another for their Thia has made it necessary to enlist 
supply of hogs. The somewnat the services of other parties to transfer 

ndlng tact was also shown that tills produce from the producer to the 
the Wm. Davies Company, In 1916. consumer. Because It has been easy- 
made" a profit of only 3-5 of a cent a for people to see the growing number 

nd, and In 1917 of only 2-5 of a of the middlemen who handle their 
t a pound on the goods It handled, food. II has been natural for them to 

The profits of the Matthews-Black well conclude that they are the parties who 
Company did not exceed these figures, are guilty of creating existing con- 
Thus If the substantial profits these dltions. The cry of protest against 
companies made had been redlstrl- the Increasing cost of living has. thei 
buted to the producers and the con- fore, toeen directed largely at them, 
sumers It would not have Increased The public appears to fall to recognize 
the price to the producer or lowered the fact that still other Influences have 
the price to the consumer last year by been at work during the past fifty- 
more than 1-5 of a cent a pound. Their years which constitute the main cause 
great profits were made possible only of their difficulties, rather than the 
by the fact that they did an enormous much abused middlemen. It Is be 
business on a very small margin of these other factors In the situation are 
profit, so small that most1 small but- not so readily apparent that the public 
chera and packing plants could not has not appreciated their Importance, 
compete against them. Had their mar- Let us examine some of them.
«In, of profit been unduly high. It The R,„
would have been easy for any small
butcher to buy and handle his hogs The real middlemen who arc exploit- 
and thus break up their combination, ing the public may, for the most part, 

nail butchers found It lm- be placed In three claaaes. 
possible to do this and therefore they First, there are tliose men who have 
had to buy most of their supplies from gained a monopoly of the natural re- 

s No suggestion was made sources of the country, such as coal, 
how the cost of handling the pro- steel and oil mines, water powers, tint- 
of the company could be reduced, ber limita and other similar necessities 

While the Wm. Davies Company of the common people, 
made a profit of only 2-5 of a cent a Second, there are those men i 
pound last year. It cost them In their «rowing wealthy IhrouKh the con-
retail «tores 19 to 21 cents a pound to ttnent-wlde monopoly of land. These
handle the goods they sold. It would men are the worat attendee, of all.
,eem. therefore, that even lithe proHia They are closely allied to those men-
per pound were not large, the cost of 1 , Jn class one.

sir TrtS her, .K z h^ras sas z iIS (lent ot the whole difficulty The behind our dnrlff walls, and »y nwem I
"‘Lrl'lBhKh prke.^have tîStbSÎ SrfTo 'em ^

cMirsÆ .-yiï:The Sm*" Pie“01 Lind on

.Z causes this eo-dttton^and take

MSItetorhipf-duceandtho

have been able to water the stock of
companies In which they are In- the people to pav them prices which the cost of the coal used in their manu- 

. teresfed to the extent of hundreds of enable them to declare dividends on facture or preparation Is added to the
l millions of dollars and then to force this watered stock or to resell It In price charged for them. Thus If we

the form of stocks and bonds, often take a restaurant keeper or a butcher
at prices far above par. Let" us ex- as our example, we find that part of
mine very briefly how these mono- the extra prices they are forced to 

pones place the public under tribute charge for the articles they handle 
to them. represent unfair price
The Monopoly of Natural Resources, quired to pa)-1—even 

All the great coal mines of thi 
tlnent were seized years ago
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consumer paye so m
Evolution of the Situation.

Existing conditions have evolved the 
largely during the last half century 
Fifty years ago, when our cities were

yess 55to- 4 although they 
coal barons 

r of

quired to pa;
the con- may not realize It—to the > 
by small for the coal they buy. Still ano 

groups of men who are able to regulate the charges la concealed in the 
the supply of coal for all the rest' of that they pay their help, as"

coal to wages to enubl 
1c for the prices set b

p, as they must 
tployees large enough 
le them to buy coal at 
by the coal monopolists, 
principle applies to all 
les J. D. Rockefeller le

ole. Gov* 
re Is an abunda 
the needs of th

their erathe
that

ernment report 
abundance of

the 
T

reduce other -nee
to come. The 

barons ha* been to pi
y enough coal to enable them to an example of a man who has made 

• e the highest possible price for hundreds of millions of dollars through 
■ ’ netting themselves the greatest his monopoly of the oil wells of this 

returns at the least expense, continent. Very nearly every person 
sermons fortunes have been who buys oil Is forced to pay tribute 

these monopolists. The pub- to the Stamdard Oil Trust. Thus fo 
for these charges In a hundred the extent that the restaurant keeper 
ways. Every man pays part or the butcher uaes oil, either In run- 

Thl. Automobile Illustrates How the Tariff Taxa, the Common Peoole. charge, when lie buy, coni nine an automobile, oil «love, or In

for th# difference in price of SIM. It le understood that ■bout ïo.ooo of aut0* every article his needs necessitate, sell. In such a esse, who Is theww.Trrsi’ïa.*,*,... » *
went Into the treasury of the Ford Motor Co. of Canada. The charge was largely coal he buys in the selling price of made bis millions through the mono-
passed on to the Canadian people In the ways described in t|ie accompanying article. (|,e article* he sells. Therefore, when poly df Itreat steel mines. In a hundred
Munioly this«ampleby hundred.• oi'other !>'<*•«*<■ a person buys a suit of clothes, a piece and one ways the public has been
w m our tfa^*(rade eg |t wo1J|J Meetly reduce the coat of tile raw m. terlal. of furniture or a meal In the restaurant (Continued on page 11)
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