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in the world of polities. Because the country has decreed that
Imperial pelitics shall be socialised, and that we shall secure
the continuity of Empire by preventing dry-rot—or something
worse—at the centre, is no reason why anybody save a crusted
feudalist should go in mortal terror of the political future.
The Master of Elibank has shown himself a seismometer
of Socialism more sensitive to its slightest and remotest mani-
festations than that delicately poised instrument of Professor
Milne’s in the Isle of Wight, which inevitably records an earth-
quake shock five thousand miles away. And I have found a
fearful conviction of the imminenee of a Socialist régime in
most unexpected quarters of late. Between the extremes of
the Master of Elibank and Mr. Keir Hardie, both of whom
appear to have convinced themselves (in the words of the
latter) that “ Socialism, too, is bound to grow,” there are a
number of intelligent, unexceptionable citizens who feel that
they must make hay while the sun of constitutional govern-
ment shines, since the darkness of days in which the individual
will wither and the community become all-absorbing are at
hand. And the wonderful unanimity of purpose with which
all these otherwise divided units are, despite their differing
cegrees of trepidation, applying themselves to the legitimate
bu iness of improving their private fortunes, suggests that they
at least will be well fortified even against the effects of expro-
priation. In so far as the fear of Socialism is the beginning of
worldly wisdom in some, and in others a spur to their already
well-defined intention of * getting on in the world,” the scare
of an economic revolution is not an unmixed evil. It is, there-
fore, possible at this stage to discuss the question with a
certain amount of philosophical detachment, since our withers
are not yet wrung by the outcries of a bourgeoisie in imminent
danger of spoliation or—to be impartial, shall we say?—-
equalisation.

A way we English have of first ignoring, or contemptuously
treating, a public movement or political organisation while it
is quietly taking root in our country, and then, on some




