
ON THE STUDY OF HISTORY.—A

jr=~
,7“T ,a8 “S dark side -superficiality is almost necessarily

rü 7 .. r" 10 talk’ and t0 talk with fluency, upon subjects
winch they but imperfectly understand. Nothing ej ho thoroughly
iZtn„r and 7ection'and these-- ^ muMpiM», „f s
jects be studied, cannot be sufficiently given. Intellectual culture for 
ite own sate is less valued. Concerning any subject of study, any branch 
of education, the question is asked, not how far it will benefit the student 
by disdplimng hts mmd, by bringing into play and exercising his facub 
v“’ fbyrt oa ? i,abltS”f aprlication. but of what material use it is 

wellth 7 ", ,tS -P 990r *° gain th0 ,naterial K»"ds of the worldntt z:lruoa-In 8hort- “ia not

Now, while wo avail ourselves of the advantages which general dif-
l3st th 7 8° hr°ldS °Ut t0 US’ "e mU8t- 1 think- be ca ful to guard

hfve 1 m ,8 I"88" STrj8ci“lity- Study> if you will, subjects which

satisfi d T3 TT ™d’ but Study theu* thoroughly. Do not be
« " Wl"““"r h“i 

These remarks have been suggested by the fact that the student of his­
tory lies particularly open to this danger of superficiality, which makes it 
requisite to impress upon him the necessity of systematic reading-of real 

, ' , read “ vol”mc of Gibbon or of Robertson just as you read a 
'Val‘CrfSC?tt is "0t 10 s‘udy history. You read Robertson’s 

Charles the Fifth for instance, and follow with interest the story of his 
rivalry with Francis I, and with still more interest his transactions with 
Maurice of Saxony. You watch the penniless cadet of the Electoral 
house, Protestant, and sincerely so though he be, aiding in the ruin and 
destruction of lus near kinsman, the head of his house and the champion 
; b‘s faith. Yet no sooner is the Elector John captured and stripped 

of his dominions in favour of his traitorous ceusin, and Protestantism 
everywhere on the extreme verge of destruction, than the spoiler turns 
round against his ally and benefactor; shews himself as energetic and 
poitic a leader of the Protestants as he had before been of their enemies • 
attacks defeats and nearly captures the Emperor; and settles Protestant 
T “"à. ™ baai8 ‘broughout the empire. Having read or run through 
to with breathless interest, you say it is as interesting as a novel, and 
„ a 1 y yourself with thinking that you have been reading history. But
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