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Whoever would understand the Eng 
land of to-day must study to know 
the England of the seventeenth Otn- 
tury—Puritan England. That was the 
period during which the struggle that 
won us our civil and religious lib- 

aged. Rare times they were, 
>f that stirring and romantic 

era, and rare men they produced, l<ord 
Macaulay devotes the greater part of his 
brilliant history of England U> that 
period. John Richard Greene finds It the 
most fertile period tor poll 
England has ever known. A new moral 
world arose during that period and wltli 

political world, less wrapped 
perhaps in the mystery and splendor 
which poets love, but healthier and more 

ally national. It was a century during 
which the grandeur of the people as a 
whole was first recognized and for that 
the English-speaking world may timtik 
Puritanism. But back of Puritanleii 
another cause.
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It was the one book that all Kngli 
read. It was read at church, It was 
at home, and everywhere Its words, as 
they fell on ears that were not deadened 

their force and beauty, kindled a 
startling enthusiasm. Three résulté fol
lowed. The language of the English 
Bible became the standard English of 
that and a later day. All literature took 
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conscience. They reformed manners and 
dress and to-day we wear our hair ac
cording to the Puritan style; we dress 
simply and plainly as they did, our man
ners are direct and plain. What we need 
is a renaissance of Puritan morality In 
public and In private life. The Puritan 
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It Is Impossible In this brief article to 
trace the whole course of Puritan history. 
Mufllcc It to say that It was to the Puri
tans. chiefly, that we owe the persistent 
and finally victorious struggle for civil 
and religious liberty that marked the 
seventeenth century. It was to the great. 
Puritan, middle-class Englishmen that 
the credit is due of resisting the tyranny 
of the Stuart sovereigns of England. 
Persecution drove many of the best cltl 
zens of England to the new world, where 
the formed 
In the pop 
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throughout every eli 
nation became a churc 

One result

pecially by 
the Contin 
Tudor. A 
had found a re 
into contact wT 
formed churches of the continent. From 
men like Calvin they learned to regard 
the use of vestments by priests, the bur
dening of religion with rites and cere- 

nies and tihe elevation of bishops 
above the other orders of tin* ministry as 
contrary to the usage of the early Church 
and opposed to the spirit of Christianity.

On the accession of Elisabeth these 
men returned to England and endeavored 
to reform the liturgy and worship of the 
Church of England by purging It of all
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Puritanism produced the great 
of the seventeenth century.
Hampden. Pym, Elliott,
Cromwell! Think of Coverdale, Fox, 
Barrow, Greenwood. Cotton, Roger Wil
liams, Owen, Howe and Baxter! B 
that galaxy of great names produced by 
Puritanism none shine with greater lus 
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gland to wage war for civil and re
ligious freedom. Once Puritanism took 
the sword and tried by force and violence 
lo establish the Kingdom of God. Brave 
soldiers those sturdy, God-fearing 
ers and tradesmen made. Rupert’s 
tiers were no match for Cromwel 
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