
TRANSLATORS' NOTE.

The translators feel that there is little ed of words
of theirs to commend to students of Romat aw any por-
tion of the work of Professor Paul Frederic Girard in
that field. The present little volume is a translation of
the preliminary chapter and the first book of his Manuel
elementaire 'le droit ur.mn. The merits and the popu-
larity of the Manuel are such that, though first published
as recently as 1895 , it has already passed tlrough
several editions; and the esteem in which M. Gir-
ard is held upon the continent of Europe, where natu-
rally Roman law is studied more profoundly than in
Great Britain or on this continent, is indicated by the
fact that in 1903 the University of Heidelberg conferred
upon him the high distinction of the degree of ^tctor
utriusque juris, honoris causa.

Besides his Manuel, and besides numeroci learned
articles in various periodicals, M. Girard ie fne author of
other well-known works upon Ro t^ law; ai.i the trans-
lators may refer especially to his "Etudes historiques
sur la formation du systeme de la garantie d'evicUon en
droit romain," his French translation of Mommsen's
great work on Roman Public law, his Textes de droit
romain, and his Histoire de Vorganisation judiciaire des
Remains.
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