
diminuiioii of intercHl on the purl of Canada in the just unci speudv settle-

mrnt cf Ihisgrca; quostion ; on the contrury the imblic ioterest in the ques-

lipn ami llie desire foi the early oeeiipation of tlie Country, have of lute

much ineriused, and the best proof of this is furnislied in the desire unani-

niouHly exprcHsed by the re(!ent Conferenee of the Atlantic ProvinccM, for

a polilieal union with the great WeHtern Territories. The Government

•wdl observe liu' progress of tlie negotiations with profound interest and

will most gladly conununieate with Mr. Caldwell on any point whieh he

may deem i)roper to .submit to it. The Hon. the President of the Execu-

tive Couiuilol Canada [Mr. Hrown] sails for p:ngland on the 16lh instant;

he has given much attention to the Hudson's Bay (piestion, and will be

able toeommunicate more fully to Mr. Cardwell the viewh" of the Govern-

ment on the subject, of which he is fully possessed.

Certified,

WM. H. LEK,
C E. C.

To His Excellency thk Governor General ok Can.\ua in Council.

Mv Lord,

Quebecj 26tli January, 1806.

I have the honour to report that while recently in England, in com-

pliance with your Excellency's instructions, I placed myself in communi-

cation with Her Majesity's Secretary of State for the Colonies, on the

subject of opening uj) to settlement the North- Western Territories.

In your Excellency's Despatch of 19th January, 1861, to the Colonial

Secretary, the anxious desire of the Canadian Government was communi-

cated " lor some speedy, inexpensive and mutually satisfactory plan," for

" settling detinilely the North-VVestern boundary of Canada," and the

" claim of Canada was asserted to " all that portion of Central British

" America, which can be shown to have been in the possession of the

" French at the period of the cession in 1763."

In reply to this Despatch, Mr. Cardwell on 1st July, 1864, reipiested

to bo informed whether the Government of Canada was prepared to assist

in negotiations with the Hudson's Bay Company, with the view of

accepting any portion of the Territory now claimed by that Company, and

providing the means of local administration therein ; and he suggested

that if so prepared it would be desirable that some per- on duly authorized

to coiumunicnte the views of the Carjadian Governm«'nt should be sent to

England for that purpose.

On the 11th November 1864, a minute of Council was approved by

Your Excellency, in reply to Mr. Cardwell's Despatch. It set forth that

the Government of Canada was ready and anxious to co-operate with the

Imperial Government, in securing the early settlement of the North-West


