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face, and approach him by creeping on liis liand,s and knees
^Vaen the king dies, his body is dried by the application of
certain drugs. It is then doubled up and placed in an urn,which .s deposited in a splendidly decorated iyid costly funeral
temple, built for this purpose. After the dried body has beenkept a year it is burned.

711. Bankok. the capital of Siam, is a large city on theKiver Memam. Many of tlie inhabitants live on the river
in floating houses made of hamboo.

THE CHINESE EMPIRE.
712. The Cliinese Empire is as large as the

Dominion of Canada and tlie United States taken

7Ki. TKA-<1*TIIKRIN(1.

togetlier. It is made up of several countries. The
n>o..t important of these is China, on the eastern

slope, along the great rivers Yanff-tse-Amng and
foamj Ho. The other countries of the empire
le to the west and nortli of China, comprising the
highlands between the Himalaya and Altai Moun-
tanis. The most important are Tihet, Eastern
Jurkestan, MonyoUa, and Manchooria
China.-7]3. This portion of the empire has a

nnld climate and a fertile soil. Every little patcl-
of land ,s cultivated. The steep, rocky hill-sides
are formed into terraces; and the crops are care-

i

fully watered by hand. Nearly all the tea used in

j

the world grows in China : it is the leaf of a low
^hrub; the leaves are jucked, dried, rolled, and
packed into tea-die.sts. CJiina also produces much i

rice, cotton, and silk.
I

I

714. China has a great many inh.ibitants. The iwoiile are I- nu„,,rous that there is scarcely room for all.
'

In factnny of them live on the rivers
: they make a raft of logs, Iead earth oyer it for a garden, a,.d build a little bamlShouse 111 the middle.

|

71."). Tlie Chinese do not
usually sit at table when tliey
I it, but gatlier round the
l)oiler, sitting on the floor (jr

^'1 )und, each with his bowl
and clioi)-.sticks. Ricu is tlieir

chief food ; but they also cat
cats, dogs, and rats.

Tlie men in China keep
their heads shaved tjuite bare,
ixcei)t on the top. when^ they
allow the hair to grow very
long, and braid it into a kind
if tail, which sometimes hangs
ilf way down to tlieir feet.

The w lien have very small
feet, which Uicy think add
sreatly t.i their beauty. To prevent their feet from growing
the little girls are comjielled to wear tight bandages, whicli
cause much pain and make them walk awkwardly. They
must submit to it, however, because it is the fashion.'

710. The Chinese are skilled in the manufacture of porce-
lain, silks, and lacquered ware ; also in carving wood and
ivory.

717. Tibet is a Iiigli, cold country, on the north
of the Himalayas. Tlie care of cattle, sheep, and
goats is the chief pursuit. Lassa. the wpitnl, is

noted for the splendour of its idol temples.

715, "IIINESK L,.DY'S FOOT.


