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orUcr to make thoHO uppar«iit, wc will:^ivc tlij! opinion ol'llnj^

IH^hops theuis«lve« on AlethodiiHt KpiHcopacy. Tllo fol-

lowing are the vicwB of BiHliops Cojco and A«lil)ury, am fj^iv<Jn ,

in thuir notes on the discipline, which wore prepared by them [

at the re(|ueHt of th6 .General Conference,:—'• Nothinj>; but an

apoiitolio uniutcrruptcut Hueewmion e;in pogHibly confine the

ri|i^ht of episcopacy tfMiny pariicular church. The idea of au"

apostolic HUCccHfiion beinjj; exploded, it folloWs that the

Methodist ohuf4h hnn cveiy thing which is Hefipturiil and

essontiarto justify its episcopaQy*/' '* NorJiuHt wo omit to^'^

obscirve that each diocaso had a coHeu;e of elders or prcHbyters,

in i^hich the bishop presided. So that the *;bi8hop t>y no
^

irieans superhitended his diocese in a despotic numner, but'

was rather the chief executor of those rc^gUlutions whifttw^re
'

made in the college of presbyte»l:"—Kd. 1798; pp.Z"7^^
•' Here, then, lies the grand difference bjptwe|)p Mr. Woslflip^''

authority, in the present inslancc, and that of <^nr American *

bishops. The fornier, as (under Ood) the fjither of thff con-

nection, was allowed^ to have the sole, Ifgal, ihdppendant nomi-

nation of preachers to all the chapels; %ho latter arc entirely

dependant on the General Conference.—'' Biit why does the

General Conference lodge thepow^er of stationing.the preach-

ers in th^ episcopacy ? We answer, on account of tlj^^ntire

confideull in it. If ever, through improper condue^J|Hptis ,

that confidence in any considei'-able degi'ec, the General Con-

ference will, upon evidence given, in a pr«)portiouablc' degree^,

take from it this branch of its authority. But if ever it

.;betray8 a spirit of tyranny or partiality, and this can be proved

b«|fc«h0^encral Conference, the whole wiU be taken from

tne|p| ^nd we pray God that in such case the p)wer may be

vested^in other hands.........And we believe that if our episco-

pacy should at any time, through tyrannical or immoral con-

J

.dw, coine under the severe cciviuve of the General Coi>fereno^/

: .thlinei^bers the*eof wOuldi»e it highly for the glory of God

,

to preserve the present forni, H^l onlmp change themen. . . .:,^.
,

Mr. Wcsl'ey, as the venerablllibltadKK'undcr God) of the
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