
MEMORANDUM OF CLAIM.

The ciisc (if the I'l'iiviiici- ill !i>|.c(l In the rlaiiiiM |ir<)|i(i>..il ii> Ik- iiivi'siipilctl

li.v Ilis Miijt.siv's roiiiinjssioii tif Kininiiv is iliviilcil inin Iw iiiii divisions.

One is lia.scl ii|Miii tniisiilfiiilioiis wlii.li «lc|.cliil liir;;clv n|iiiii liisloriciil cviilflKc
iind iiH.ks to ii iciKljiisriiuiil of llic iiiriiii;;i-iii(iils l.v wlii.li icrtiiili liinils wen-
ioii(f(|.'.| to (he l>oiiiiiiioii ill i(.s|.(Mi lo ilic hiiiliiini; of ilif riiiiailiiiii I'acilic antl
JOsipiiiiialt ami Nanaiiiio laihvav-.

The olliiT has rcfiTfiK (' lo tlic claiins arising; oiil ,.f ilic pci iiliar idivsical
contiitioiis of ,iw rroviiKc on accouiil of wliiili iiailial allowaiKi' h.is mailf in iIk-

general reailjusi iii of linaiKiai lelalioiis as Ilie result of ilii- iiiterpioviiieial

conference at (Ittawa in liioi;.

The hiMtorical aspect of the case i-esis upon the peculiar cir.unistances and
political conditions alVeciiiiK '!'•' entry of Itritish t'ohiiuhia into Ton federal ion.
and upon the still more unusual (ouise of events followinj; upon that event from
1S71 up to the year ISM. .luring which time the compleliou of the Terms of Tnion
and the coii.struction of the Canadian I'aiitic Kaihvay were anion-,' the principal
issues of Canadian p(ditical discussion. The main result of such was hiKhlv detri
mental to the interests of the I'loviiice of Hiilisli Coliimliia.

The second Itranch of the case rests upon the jihysical conlifjnration of the
I'ldvince which renders loral administralion and development exceptionally e.xpen
sive and dillicnlf. and in a ratio of ^ircat disjiarily as compared with those of
oilier i)roviiIces.

I.—inSTORICAL.

';{

#

For a projH^r knowledRO of the case, it is ne.essaiy to consider the condiions
which existeil at the time British Columl.ia entered Confederation, and the mental
attitu<Ie in which the Terms of Inion hefwwn the Province and the Dominion were
framed. Public sentiment, as representeil in Parliament, was |.rejudi.ial to more
favourable terms being grante.1. A large section of Canada was utterly oppose.1
to union with British Columbia on the terms under which the construction of a
transcontinental railway was ren.lerwl obligatory. It was onlv upon grounds of
large public policy of a national character—the rounding .mt of C(mfe<leration—
that their adojition was jnstitied. It was almost universally conce<le.l that the
Province, iihysically handicapped as it was, w.mld not pay its way in Confederation,
and it was strongly contemled that the constructi(m of the Canadian Pacific Bail-
way—an essential demand of British Columbia—was too >.. at a sacrifice on the
part of the Dominion, and that the railway when built would prove unremunerative
Conse<iuently, the financial terms conceded to British Columbia were the least favour
able possible, and without any ade<iuate knowledge of its financial rw|uirenients.

A siniila .ttitude towards British Columbia was maintaiueil as long subse-
quently as 1 ,. when the Settlement Act was parsed, whereby the outstanding


