‘ staff because

S 1t1nerary, i

or San Salvador, MacGu1gan announced in the
ons that,;Canada ‘would send no observers to the

dgments on the process in the same way as the
Commonwealth team hadin Zimbabwe.

ith an enlarged press corps, the four members inter-

viewed President Napoleon Duarte, the military bosses,

st of the leaders of the only parties that are participating »

— the:right and the far right— as well as electoral officers,

‘wide ‘assortment of Catholic priests and human rights -

ctivists; and, of course, :the U.S. ambassador. During their
ree days in San Salvador, the members, or some of them,
eemed to swing from an interest in actual]y observing the -
elections, back to-a firm opposition to sending observers. -
- One member held out for Canada’s re-considering its deci-
~_sion against joining. ‘other countries in electoral observa-
.““tion, on the grounds this election might be the only
e alternatwe to complete civil war: )
Before returning home the group talked with Sal—
. ~vadoran opposition leaders in Mexico City. The four did
- .manage to agree on an appeal to the Trudeau government
to _change its attitude and support Mexico’s President
3 ,Lopez Portillo in his efforts to persuade the U.S. govern-
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negot1ated settlement ‘he did ﬁnally annournce an increa
in aid to the: s1x countnes after. the commlttee t

then. And certamly the appearance of the committee
tour, with an' awkward press contmgent in tow shoo

-embassics out of' their complacency

"On balance the idea of such missic nsh

the VIeWS of: members educate oth

- coverage help to inform voter

foreign policy issues - in which C i rest:
Perhaps anything: that can awaken' that' concern. 1n the’
public and the press is useful today when fo

_considered the closed preserve of secretive
“abstruse academ1cs And who knows, it m1ght eventually :
help modify some of the more rigid policy stances of the .

Trudeau' government, and reflect a more distinctly Cana-.
dian policy viewpoint, especially in relation to the Reagan
administration’s ideological outlook on the Canbbean and -~
Latin America. L




