essary (and if ¢

- They were. also

0 appea

selves of

an eXpo'sedlposition,,',as'\ S

g Was \ :déSp‘atchedfi to- Salisbury as - .

full ceasefire agreement.

cla mra‘reésonable}timefor organizing and
ng in the most important eléction Zimbab.
ve ever faced? Or for both reasons? In any

eaders in'thé end dropped these impor-

nted a six‘month transition period, but
dritish plan for a period of only two
asefire to polling.

nted a United Nations force, to help

rder during this period. Field Marshal Lord

e: Governor-designate in 1977-78, worked

~scheme then. Mrs. Thatcher was strongly

"UN force: nior did Britain invite troops from
monwealth countries suggested by.the PF

‘Guyana, India, Jamaica, Nigeria and Sierra

Instead it asked ‘Australia, Fiji, Kenya and

ealand. to provide 500 troops alongside a 700-

g British contingent. Their job: to keep an eye on

the separated armies after disengagement.
as for the maintenance of law and order, the PF

accepted that the British South Africa Police would re- -

‘mdininch rge, although now under Governor Soames’ .

X 'ate,command, ‘
- =~and when negotiating on “assembly points”
- where PF forces would gather and remain during the

2 election campaign, they asked for a number equal to

e that occupied by the ‘Salisbury forces and also for the
' grounding of the Rhodesian Air Force. They ended

B with 16 assembly points, less that half the other side’s

* number, and only one on the strategic spine of the
scountry, the high veld between Salisbury and Bula-.
+Set out like this, the Patriotic Front leaders can be
-seen during the 14 weeks to have abandoned so many
of their original positions that one must wonder why -
’ have done so. Were they simply outgunned by the
, team? It was a formidable team, but the PF had
4aline of men, sharpened by years of detention (Mugabe

move ahead with election plans,

 the cold? Have they concluded th

ral ~ar’eas,‘ﬁftei‘lydisldcated, the people are despe

for peace. Perhaps, toaltof these. R e
- Let’snow laok briefly into the future. - .

- Writing before Christmas 1979 it is risky to
int o ic at may happen by the en

vFebri;ary‘-IQSQ and dfterj the: elections. Having

that, I offer a set of ‘predictions, as a means of h
lighting some of the problems immediately ahead.

- As many as six majdrvpoﬁticallpvarties;may; coni
the elections. With 20 seats reserved for whites eleg
on a separate roll, one African party has to win 51
of the 80 remaining seats to gain a majority. It is
than:possible that a bloc of right-wing whites led
Ian Smith will end up holding the balance of powef
is certainly to the tactical advantage of Smith’s Rl
encourage divisions among _sub-groups of the S
people (Robert Chikerema’s Zezuru. group of
split from the Bishop in 1979 in protest against h
vouring the Manyika group) and between the S

. and Ndebele peoples.

It will be a miked‘blessing, having a ;:onstitutio

president and executive prime minister. An older p

COCess

tician may be given the presidential job (Nkomo or

Bishop?) while Mugabe or conceivably Dr Sials

dawarara becomes prime minister; and this may hf

ment. It can equally be, in the phrase of constituti

forge a.two-party alliance to secure majority:gove

process before independence. Carrington ducked
problem, leaving it to the incoming government o

- winner-take-all basis. To judge by General Walls’

marks on the day the cease-fire agreement was s

(Nkomo and Mugabe “are agents of Soviet imper
ism” and . their election victory would ‘bring “blo
civil war ”) he will be more hindrance than help int

bando



