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Just who are these thought police?

Is your freedom to think being threatened?

According to critics in the mass media it is. During
the past month magazines, newspapers and TV have
lashed out at a group they call the new “‘campus
thought police” - students and professors who they say
are enforcing “totalitarian” ideas about how universi-
ties should be run.

As the argument goes, a new wave of “political cor-
rectness,” poses a threat not only to free speech but also
to the maintenance of academic standards.

But what is really going on? Just what are the free-
dom threatening ideas and actions that have brought on
all the criticism?

For the past couple of decades there have been a few
faculty and students who have been pushing for more
diversity in course offerings and readings lists. They are
rejecting the notion that the tradition of European
thinkers represents the height of academic achievement.

Their goal is not, as critics would have us believe, to
wipe out academic tradition but to challenge and enrich
the curricula by including writers and ideas from cul-
tures that are often overlooked.

Yet for this they have been called “tyrants” and
“totalitarian dictators” in books and newspaper
columns.

Efforts to introduce policies which deal with discrim-
ination have also been attacked. At the University of
Waterloo a recent campaign against date rape featuring
the slogan “NO means NO” was ridiculed by male stu-

dents at a varsity hockey game who held a banner read-
ing “No Means Harder.”

Waterloo University officials met with the two men
after the game and told them to write a formal apology.
The students also had to help campus women'’s groups
with their campaigns against date rape.

Critics in the media felt that by punishing the stu-
dents’ behaviour they were infringing on the students’
freedom of speech. What these advocates of free speech
fail to realize is that freedom of speech is not an abso-
lute, but is relative to all other freedoms.

In the case of rape, the right of a few men to endorse
rape is in direct conflict with the freedom of a large
group of women to protect themselves.

In education, the right of one group to impose exclu-
sively a white, male-oriented cultural tradition is
opposed to the right of many groups to learn a variety
of histories.

What the critics are arguing is that by refusing to
allow a dominant group to impinge on the rights of
others in a university setting, students and professors
are limiting that group’s freedoms.

In their view, living in a true democracy means hav-
ing the right to dominate.

Only in this context can students who challenge the
status quo be portrayed as moral tyrants threatening
the quality of education.

While the media has given extensive coverage to this
irrational fear, little has been said about the real threat:
a return to the old tradition of the university as a haven
for a select and privileged few.
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