Howie’s Hell

Rumour has it that the entrance
requirements for York University are
expected to rise once again in Sep-
tember. Our informants tell us that
the mark required for admission into
this institution is now well into the
70’s. I know, we’ve already all made
it into York so, who cares? Well, we
in sports should care because there is
a claim that a direct correlation
exists between how well an athlete
performs on the field and what his or
her GPA is. The argument follows
that along with rising academic
standards comes a decreased success
in varsity sports.

The dumb jock theory seems to
permeate all athletics. The theory
owes its origins to the great academic
wasteland of some top-ten schools in
the United States. Most people know
these American universities because
they have been convicted of viola-
tions by the NCAA. But in the States
the atmosphere surrounding sports
is completely different than that of
Canada. Whereas the American ath-
lete is placed on a pedestal, the Can-
adian athlete—and this is especially
true for York—must fight for
recognition.

The vast majority of athletes per-
forming on our varsity squads are
not in it for the fame and glory. York
athletes simply love sport. There is a
personal satisfaction that a Yeomen
football player gets from playing
that is not measured by trips to the
Rose Bowl. Of course, that doesn’t
mean that athletes at York wouldn’t
like some recognition, but it is
doubtful that any varsity athlete
would abandon sports simply
because he or she did not receive
acknowledgement.

Let’s face it, sports at York are an
afterthought. In terms of facilities,

for example, one only has to take a
quick look to see the CIAU cham-
pions playing in the Ice Palace. The
Ice Palace (if that isn’t the misnomer
of all eternity I don’t know what is) is
hardly a palace. Its palatial elements
are more fitting for a team of the
Toronto Maple Leafs calibre. '

And then there’s our football sta-
dium. What football stadium you
ask? Of course, nobody has ever seen
it on campus because it’s located at
Bathurst and Finch!

Despite the fact that they don’t
receive the recognition owing them,
our athletes persevere. Why? This
question does not require a multi-
tude of answers. The simple reason
behind the success of Canadian uni-
versity athletes is dedication, both
on and off the field. There is no
relaxation of academic standards for
the Canadian university athlete. He
or she must meet the demands of
school and sport. And this is pre-
cisely why the dumb jock theory is
irrelevant to Canadian universities.

Fred Murrell, an all-Canadian
guard for the UofT basketball Blues,
exemplifies this point. Despite the
time he invested into basketball,
Murrell also managed to graduate
from dentistry. At York, former
hockey Yeomen Dirk Reuter is now
a student at Osgoode. The list goes
on to include many former athletes
in other graduate schools, who prove
that the dumb jock theory in Canada
is plain and simply a myth.

The obvious conclusion is that
increased academic standards will
not affect the quality of athletics at
York. York can raise admissions
standards to the 80's, but there will
always be individuals with enough
committment to play varsity sports
and succeed in university.

areas or outdoors.

LET'S
CLEAR

Members of the York Community are
reminded that implementation of Phase Il of
the York Smoking Policy will occur on
September 6, 1988. As of that date smoking
will no longer be permitted in private offices.
In effect, the only areas where smoking may
take place will be in the designated smoking

Anyone with comments or suggestions
concerning the suitability of existing or
alternate designated smoking areas is asked
to comminicate these to Leon Wasser,
Department of Physical Resources, C8 E.O.B
(4539). Those smokers who wish to
participate in a Smoking-Cessation Program
should contact Joan Chaplain, Department of
Occupational Health and Safety, D36 E.O.B.
(5491). Participants will be responsible for the
registration fee but the fee will be refunded
upon completion of the program.

Help Create a Smoke Free York
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Homemakers
University/college students
Retirees

School bus routes in your area

Approx. 3 hrs. per day, 5 days a
week

Bring your child along
Full training provided
Must be 21 yrs. of age or over

Must have good driving record and
licenced for 2 years.

Keep in touch with
today’s young people

Call The Bus People
Travelways
School Transit

at 294-5104

the

GRAD

PORTRAITS
WHY PAY MORE?

LOOK WHAT YOU
GET FOR ONLY
$39.00

(Includes $15.00 sitting fee)
LIMITED TIME OFFER

1—8x10 & 2—5x7's
and 8 wallet proofs

or
ALL NEGATIVES
and 8 wallet proofs

Bast of all, we'll take the time
to do it right!

e Money Back Guarantee
o Mail Order Service

e Many Packages and Combinations
from only $9.00

University
Photographers Associates
9 St. Joseph St., Ste. 206

Toronto, Ontario M4Y 1J6
(1blk. n. of Wellesley/Yonge subway)

283-2525

Qock and Bull

Uoffee Shop and

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY, NOON-1:00 AM

BBQ Lunch, NOON-2:00 PM
Night BBQ, 7:30 PM-11:30 PM

June 16

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
“The Wild Ones” appearing on
Cock & Bull patio at 9 pm
$2.00 cover charge

June 16, 1988 EXCALIBUR

Room 023 Founders

736-5348




