
Holy Shit! Election ’81News Briefs
by Umesh Jain

Though it may be hard to be­
lieve, it has been just over two 
weeks since you heard the 
words of sweet quintessential 
victory. “Holy shit ! ” The team of 
Logan and Logan had just en­
tered the world of student 
politics and for a moment you 
thought there must be a God! 
Now the miracle is two weeks 
old and you've come to accept 
reality. Election’81 and the tri­
umph of the new winners are 

j only hazy glimpses into fantasy 
In an unprecendented 

show of electoral ethics, I, the 
Chief Electoral Officer, will try 
to replay the past events of the 
election to you (all comments or 
quotes from this article associ­
ated with the aforementioned 
shall be promptly denied).

Although I may be a ‘little’ bi­
ased, the election was really a 
true work of genius with 
questionable excellence by 
those in charge of its planning 
(I'm getting ready to spring 
Council for more money). How­
ever, after a week of total suffo­
cation in posters, signs and 
dowdy junior politicians shov­
ing their pictures up your nos­
trils, it’s hard not to realize that 
there was an election. Don’t be 
surprised. In some years, stu­
dents were often unaware of its 
very existence. If you voted this 
time, you may have just partici­
pated in an event which some 
hail is similar to democracy.

You will also be glad to know 
that 34% of the student’s, like 
yourself, voted, which is almost 
double over last year. As well, 
poll by poll results show an in­
crease in voter turnout at every 
poll. But, this was not a year 
dominated by the residences. 
Genuine suprises were at the 
Burbridge Bldg., Tupper, S.U.B. 
and the Dalplex.

Despite the face of nicety I 
could easily pull over your eyes,
I will try to explain some of the 
problems in the election while I 
have this chance. Most of the 
headaches were administrative. 
Since I did not inform all clerks 
on procedure, many may have 
been ignorant of electoral 
policy. As a result, some voters 
may have experienced dif­
ficulties at some polls. From the 
absence of certain ballots at the 
Library, Dalplex, and the Dunn 
to the meaning of the word 
‘preferential’, a little more ad­
ministrative planning is ob­
viously in order. For those 
voters who were a little shaken 
about the so-called ‘stuffed’ 
ballots, I would like to calm your 
indignation by expressing my 
firm opinion that this had no ef­
fect on the results but it does 
make good press. These ballots 
were positively identified and 
since no candidate expressed 
an official protest there 
need to plead ‘unfairness’. Be 
sure, however, that steps have 
been taken to stop this mischief

again (i.e. Warning signs mak­
ing clear penalty of fraud, en­
forcement of lock security, and 
instructions to poll clerks to 
detect suspicous activity). 
Besides problems such as the 
disgrace to the buildings with 
the posting of so much un­
supervised election material, 
the spelling of Geoff Seymour's 
name wrong (I deeply 
apologize), and faults which 
others choose to place on my 
shoulders, I believe the candi­
dates have come through with 
little bitterness and a strong 
hope about the future. On this 
note I wish to make some com­
ments on the Logan victory.

The 38 vote win is very mis­
leading. If we look at only first 
choice results, we see that the 
Logan's had a 136 vote lead. 
This is a true sweep. Also, Lo­
gan's won 11 of 14 polls on 
campus giving up the Womens’ 
Residence, Dalplex, and Chem­
istry. Whatever anyone tells 
you, the truth is that the 
Logan's have a superior man­
date from the students. Their 
campaign shows wit and true 
insight. I think you’ll see an 
executive unafraid to tackle the 
problems of petty politics, 
less Concil meetings, and 
forgiving bureaucracy. For 
those that think Dal has now 
lost its credibility in these 
times, let me add in passing, 
"Holy, Shit! it’s no wonder 

you’re insecure.”

Da! invited to conference on World Hunger

Dalhousie has been invited to send a delegation to the 
New England Student Conference. “U.S. Policy and World 
Hunger”. The conference is to be held April 9-12 at 
Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire.

A fee of $45.00 must be paid upon application. A number 
I of workshops are offered related to the broad issue of “World 

Hunger." Potential delegates are encouraged to visit Student 
Council offices for further Information. Due to the late arrival 
of the invitation, if Dalhousie is to be represented at the 

i conference, interested parties should act without delay.

Dal Medical Research presents awards
Major awards were presented to world class researchers 

by the Dalhousie University Medical Research Foundation.
Dr. Henrich Bitter-Suermann won the Bruce and Dorothy 

Rossetti Scholarship for Cancer Research. Bitter-Suermann 
specializes in transplant operations and does research into 
rejection problems.

The Foundation Associateship annual award was won by 
Dr. Max Cyander who investigates the problems of stra­
bismus (squint) and ambliopia (lazy eye).

Both awards are for a five-year period valued at $35,000 a 
year plus $10,000 towards equipment and supplies for 
laboratory work.

Dalhousie second-year medical students raised a record 
IfO,641 at their annual auction for charity. Almost two-thirds 

of the amount was given for the isle Madame Mental 
Retardation Association Training Centre for Retarded 
People.

$2500 was presented to Dr. Jeffery & Kirby, £hairpat*on 
of the Halifax Cardiac Rehabilitation Committee to go 
towards purchase of a defibrillator monitor used for people 
recovering from heart attack^,5 *
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Book campaign to aid students in Uganda
A book campaign will be held for Makerere University, 

Kampala, Uganda. Under the government of IcH Amin, the 
university’s library was virtually unable to buy any new 
books or journals. j£$j 1

Since the students rely on the library for textbooks, the 
Association of Universities and Colleges of Canada is 
sponsoring a nationwide campaign to collect textbooks and 
bade issues of journa^to help restock the library. Collecting 
boxes wifi be in the Kiliam, MacDonald, Law, Kellogg and 
Social Work libraries. Multiple copies will be welcomed.

Gazette’s new game: DAL LOG A RAMA
Dear Loyal Subjects,

In keeping with the
4 points for insults to the 

intelligence of the student 
body.

3 points for unfounded 
lation.

2 points for words used out of 
context.

1 point for grammatically 
incorrect sentences.

The student with the most

perceptive reply will receive a 
twenty dollar prize and have 
his critique printed in 
weeks Gazette. Replies must 
be received by Monday, March 
30. They are to be placed in a 
box marked “Logan and Lo­
gan behind the Enquiry Desk 
in the SUB.

pre­
dictions of the editor, we have 
decided that it is now time to 
start having fun. Refer to 
Glenn Walton’s
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specu-

French-first hiring policy in Public Service
. . : The federal government has implemented 3 "French-First" :
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The kit has been criticized as nothing more than a 
promotional gimmick for Michelin. James “Buddy’’

I McEachern noted his objections to the kit were the ulterior 
motives with which it was designed, and the obvious impact

T y°ur,9 adults. -At school, values are 
: 5 McEachern said. He remarked that removal of the
! M|chehn logo from various parts of the package oouid be a

linn ftor3 ernaH^e' - Smce schools would be charged over 
$100<00 ,or each kn in any case, this would be a reasonable 
solution. Then, children may be educated to safety without 
fotog brainwashed to Michelin," he said. V

commentary 
“It was a bad day for partici­
patory democracy’’ in the last 
issue of the Gazette.

Scoring is as follows:
5 points for a blatant lie. Serving you sincerely, 

John and Jim Logan
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It was a bad day for participatory democracy
did much Why should they 
have, when me candidates 
themselves ignored the many 
forums and 
answei sessions horn around 
campus, even when (as on at 
least one occasion) they 
physically present? Ultimate­
ly, in an election that was nar 
rowly contested. It was bloc

lion able merit — that decided 
the margin The law school 
chose to vote overwhelmingly 
for their lavorile sons, and 
said in effect "to hell with the 
rest of the campus". A 
supreme irony, that the 
system was made laughable 
by those who are destined to 
profit the most ( om the ir.ak 

and Interpreting of laws 
h« results perhaps would 

have made more sense it there 
had been no choice between 
lh-> ser ous candidates The 
Gtaham-fi.ik'nsti : team >n par

C8 reporters was un­
characteristically pious 
Words about how they had 
sensed a mood on campus 
ar.d were the candidates ol

licular was directed specif leal 
ly to those who (eel that the 
bureaucrats ot the SUB nave 
tost sight ol the concerns of 
the 'outside world' Their cam 
palgn included not only con­
cern I or the legitimate in­
terests ot other students but 
for national and even Interna­
tional issues (Remember the 
Good Old Days of campus fer­
vour?) Instead we saw win a 
pack of promises (like a pro­
posal to move the campus) 
that made good copy for the 
entertainment media, but 
which ottered no solutions to 
the very real problems facing 
students today To do them 
credit, the Logans themselves 
were apparently as surprised 
as anyone at their election; In­
deed it is perhaps relevant to 
ask whether many ot those 
who voted lor them would 
nave done so if they had any 
expectation of them winning

A bad day it was loi par­
ticipatory democracy but the 
results must be honoured, and 
the democratic process wilt 
now absorb Its lormor delin­
quents The Logans, unac­
quainted with the workings of 
student government, musi 
now undergo the arduous task 
of preparing for |obs that were 
awarded them by a process 
they mocked, it will be in­
teresting. In a year's time, to 
see how they have lareo. It is 
an ultimate irony ot thei' non 
campaign that the onus is now 
on them to do the job much 
better than the present olfico- 
holders (or anyone eiso who 
ran might have, for that mat 
1er), by not condescending tc 
let the students who will now 
pay their salaries question 
them on the issues. 1! is now 
ut- to them to da'use the very 
real cynicism that their vicotrv 
has genera'ed
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protesl were Hashed across 
Canada, and must have 
satisfied sociologists in. say. 
Whitehorse, or al Maclean s 
magazine. Those of us who 
were seriously interested In 
the campaign and in Ihe is­
sues discussed dur

ding

a tic pro 

apparent
always of ques-

>ng it, and 
hove put more eifort into 
political and social change 
than a cursory po 
paign, can only respond: 
leathers and dung'

The Logans owe their nar­
row viclo-y not to cynicism, 
but to complacency The form­
er term implies a cnrta.n and 
r.hsrtimes haaiiliy amount ol 
Ihinkir 
most I.
ed their ballots to’ the Logans

m
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