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mires-a tantalising dream-an im-
possiblc--yes, an impossible-?

Then the chain of bis thaughts
wvas snapped. Ever>' pulse of bis
body seemcd ta cease beating. lie
was listening. Bebind, in the draw-
ing-raom, someone was talking to
Esther, and the voicc-wbat fol>'!
Hie turned slowly round as onc who
expects ta confront a gbost. Esther
was standing in tbe window, and by
hier side a smootb, clean-shaven old
gentleman in glasses, who smiled
benevolently upon him and went on
talking. Wbat follyl lie dragged
himself ta meet them. He was ill at
case, scarcely conscious of where he
was. But bie watcbcd Esther's uncle.
lis manner was certainl>' qucer, but
be watcbed. lie saw things wbicb
sent the blaod rushing tbraugh bis
veins at fever beat.

Dinner was served at a small.
round table drawn close up to the
open window. The Stanniore cook
was famnous, and Estber's uncle had
had a word or twa with the butler
about the wînes. Nevertheless, it
was an ill-balanced tria, and Stour-
ton especiailly was talking aIl the time
at randoni. Mr. Heslop Stanniore
was quietly entertaining, but Esther
was tao worried at ber guest's strange
demeanour ta find miuch pleasure in
ber uncle's conversation. Sbe made
several attempts to establish more
natural relations between the twa
men, but without the least success.
She felt ail the time that there was
nothing they bath of theni desired so
inuch as ber absence. At lat she
gat up and left themn.

I shahl gîve yau a quarter of an
hour, no more," sbe said, glancing at
Stourton. "You can smoke where
you choose here."

The butier with great care set the
Chateau Yguemn and port upon the
table and witbdrew. Then Mr. lies-
lop Stanniare leaned back in bis chair
and laughcd softly.

"My dear fellow," be exciaimed,
you bave my sympathy. You have
indeed. Ail tbe tume you bave been
getting surer and surer, longing ta
get up and take me by tbe throat;
and instead you have had ta, swaliow
yaur dinner and make polite speeches.
Come, you can relieve yourself naw.
AIl your suspicions are correct. I
am the littie, hunchbacked lady of
Hyde Park Terrace. I stole those
papers-Ît is my> profession, you see.
I am very sarry indeed ta have in-
convenîenctd you; but anc must live,
and I amn a younger son."

S"Where are tht>'?" Stourton asked
between bis teeth.

Mr. lieslop Staumore shrugged
bis shoulders.

"'My young friend," he said, "I arn
thankful that you did flot ask sue that
question a few hours ago, or 1 niight
have been compelled ta bave resorted
to subterfuge. I have had the utmost
difficulty-by the b>', you reali>' ought
ta try this Chateau Yguem. Nol?
the iitnist difficulty in disposîng of
theni. 1 have been watchcd day andi
nigbt, and Sa bas Poulgasky's bouse.
Hlowever, I bave manageti it at last.
My piiece Estber, witb whom, by the
by, you seein ta be on remarkably
gooti ternis, is an aid scbool-friend
of Corona Poulgasky's, and I got lier
tai enclose my papers this morning in
a letter to ber. The post went out,
I believe," hie continued, raising bis
wineglass and laoking criticailly at its
contents, "at four o'clock. A deliver>'
is made in London to-night. It is
just a question-rather a near tbing,
I shoulti imiagine-wbether those
papers are flot already iia Poulgasky's
biauds.",

"Did Es -- Miss Stanmore know
what she w-as doing ?" Stourton
groaneti.

"My %ear fellow," ber uncle re-
monstrateti, "do you think that I
shotilt dare ta give away my secrets
ta a chilti? She bas not the slightest
idea 1"

Esther stepped suddenly in through
the window. lier forebead was
slightly wrinkled. She held some-
thing in ber baud.

"My dear uncle, will you ever for-
give me ?" she exclaimed. "I start-
cd for the post, but I forgot ail about
my letter."

What followed was probably the
most amazing thing Esther had ever
witnessed. Her uncle made a spring
for the letter which she held in her
band, only to find himself caught by
the throat and flung back into bis
chair. Stourton stood over him, grim
and threatening. Just in time he saw
the glint of steel. The revolver fell
hiarmlessly upon the floor; a strong
band held him like a vice. Then
Ronald turned ta the girl.

"Esther," he said, "will you give
nie that letter?"

She was very pale, but she did uot
hesitate for a moment.

"I do flot understand why," she an-
swered; "but if you ask for it, of
course I will."

Mr. Heslop Stanmore, with Stour-
tan's knuckles ver>' near bis throat,
did not find speech easy. But be said
anc word!

They opened bis wedding present
a lîttie dubiously. It was a copy of
Harrison's "First Steps in Diplo-
mac>'." The>' looked at one another
and laughed.

"I arn afraid," she said, wiping the
tears front ber eyes, "that my uncle
is a very black sbeep, but he certainl>'
bas a sense of humour."

Stourton put the book carefully on
one side.

We will treasure this volume," he
remarked. "Some day, when your
uncle bas as birthday, I will send him
a littît text-book I have on the art
of 'Making Up.'

4Oh, East is East."
(Victoria Colonist)

WHlEN you are sunning yourself
in the garden this morning, lis-

tening to the chirping of the birds
as the>' -hop fromt bough to bough.
and observing how well -the flowers
are comiîng on, read this sentence,
fromi a dispatch whiCh wç bad yes-
terday morning f 'rom Charlottetownl,
P. Z. L. "No mail bas been received
frin the mainland s'ince Monday,
both steamers being tied .up in ,the
ice." If it happens to ýramn to-day,
Just alter tis paragrapb to suit.

Coal and the Tariffs
(Manitoba Free Press.)

THlE objections on this side of the
international fine to reciprocity

in coal came froni Nova Scotia.
Reciprocity wvould open a great mnar-
ket in the New England States to the
coal operators of that province, but
tht>' evidenti>' prefer ta be barred out
of that market and bave the existing
duLty Of 53 cents per ton retained on
soft coal entering Canada. 'the Pro-
vinces of Ontario and Quebec are
extensive importers of coal, and this
province is relativel>' a larger im-
porter, altbough less than one-
tenth of the total amount of soft coal
uIsed hére being imported fromi the
States. Saskatchewan, like Manitoba,
Ontario and Quebec, would welcome
the lnaking of saft coal, like hard
coal, free froni tariff taxation. Al-
berta does not import coul, but to
somne extent exporta it, and would
therefore welcome the opening of the
United States market, which would
mean that a considerable coal trade
would be buit Up b>' the Alberta pro-
ducers. The British Columinba coal
producers, neediesa to sa>', are keen
ta get f ree entry into the United
States markt.


