HE Russian offensive still holds
= centre of the stage and with
the limelight fuil upon it and
from its orderly and steady de-
Yelopment we may infer that it will be
i COntinuous. -Last week I said that the
aet'“al military gains were relatively
ULimportant in comparison with the
fact .that the: Russians were -actually
ﬁg?‘tlng, and that a great *battle front
Quiescent for months had once more burst into
_Volca,nic flame. That, I think, is still true, and
' 2 sense in no way derogatory to the brilliance
"9 the Russian successes.
i ;Vhef:her the German commanders believed in
HSS}an military paralysis we have no means
:tflcllmfhmng' but we may doubt it. At least they
: € people that they believed it, and the
PeoDle of course accepted the assurance as they
always do. Hindenburg—so they were informed
: ;:(’“ld smash the Russian front whenever and
res::e'ver he.lpleased, but a sense of magnanimity
i taLHed ‘hl.m. Germany was under no neces-
the O fight in the east. She had only to await
L5 development of the Russian revolution, and
’me demand for a separate peace was certain
-0 follow,
: : n;{i:;ieubux:g even committed the folly of offer-
'mnduct Bg'mxstlce to Russia so that she might
e €r elections in peace, and this only a
fs s h;’ﬁ before the offensive began. He may
B ace ta desperate hope that the offer would
el ‘oopu?d’ but at least the offer would sound
Soeait. he German public. Scheidemann, the
slan con;t‘ ad been sent to confer with his Rus-
douby i Teres, and the German people felt no
i fa;iledat he would win them over. Of course
e -1 He had been instructed to say that
: unty theu d be no domestic reforms in Germany
o advent of peace, and that the best way
Sten the social revolution in Germany was
R Be:rltdt;he war by a Russian withdrawal, 4
: Suiled ,;hRussxan delegates were not so easily be-
‘eéntat.ivg ey knew that Scheidemann was a repre-
T of the government and not of the social-
/ -they could hardly suppose that the Ger-
s ‘i‘i’;’:mmen‘t was so solicitous for the social
borions (}. They were fully convinced that a vic-
Genmemany was not likely to be a revolution-
Teform 'unil'ly’ and that there could be no hope of
aten 1, tlllJ the Germap armies had been soundly
Berlin fou-nde ﬁeld. Scheidemann on his return to
I8 Yo = that he must bear the penalty of failure.
" undly trounced in the press, and then ig-
. WSIY kicked back into the Socialist ranks.
ton o th:«%florrl‘y a dayi' or two before the resump-
hardyy doubtghun‘g on the eastern front, and we can
Wel g that the German command.ers knew
5 eidem,a,n LS c.oming, and that the trumping of the
Nicoh 11: trick Wwas a foregone conclusion. But
, ang g, the‘ ad to be fed with comfortable fictions,
Ul oy Gen: Were of_fef-ed the picture of a magnani-
ang offerin @Y um-vulhng to strike a prostrate foe,
That they g ‘tihe olive branch instead of the sword.
~ ousyy Offer;;“ NOw resent the sedative so assidu-
deed e ey I»O them is too much to expect. In-
Selyeg s, tg d that they are already solacing them-
i Terely , € assurance that the Russian fighting
: & Pasm, and that it will wear itself out in
28 Dyt thse of a few days.
ol 0 ev‘em:’;i ison"thing in the study of the map and
b, ten o s nfinm this narcotic theory. The situ-
light o o ellbon.ip ‘f.orces was bad enough in the
T8 with e:sch bulletins, but it has grown steadily
Teporteq 4, Ko bassing day. The Russians were
South St LZ ta,ken‘Brz?zany, about fifty miles
Objectiye. s TMberg, which was evidently their
back pyy R zllton lines were not only pushed
o d BA & ver a front of twenty miles. If
have socepted 00'1‘1 confined to this area we might
ible, the “spasm” theory as at least plaus-

BN thisa s
e is in spite of the large number of pris-
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8Dreaq rapidi Quantity of booty. But the attack
®outh of gy, V. Halicz, about thirty miles to the
AR : eZany, was captured in spite of heavy
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And this g-or down-trodden wretch is a sample of e sol-

diery that is being fed on War-Bunkum in the trenches.

are advancing upon the Carpathians from S"tanislau,
which is about twenty miles south of Halicz. More-
over we learn that there are signs of activity north
of Lemberg, toward Kovel, and this means that
the whole length of the Russian line south of the
Pripet Marsh to the Carpathians is involved, or
about three hundred miles. This does not look at
all like a flash in the pan. On the contrary, it ap-
pears to be a well consid‘ered and well prepared of-
fensive, led with skill, and backed by a plentiful
supply of munitions. We may remember that Brusi-
loff has an extraordirarily high reputation, and a
long record of spectacular successes. His previous
advances have never been stayed except by
treachery at Petrograd, and he is said to be the one
Russian general who is heartily feared by his Teu-
ton opponents.

UT even if the Russian advance should be stayed

it is certain to have the happiest results upon
the other fronts. Reinforcements must be sent to
the east, and there are no reinforcements available,
except at the cost of the German lines in the west,
and the Austrian lines in the Trentino. Perhaps
the’ political results will be no less real. In spité
of denials. we may be sure that Austria is straining
the link that binds her to her ally, although here
she has peculiar difficulties to face, seeing that all
her military forces are under the command of Hin-
denburg. And we may be sure also that the politi-
cal upheaval now in progress in Germany will lose
none of its force from the eastern news of which
the gravity cannot be wholly concealed from any-
one possessing a map.

The sudden and partially successful raid upon
the British at the northern end of the lines is gen-
erally assumed to presage a German offensive to-
ward Dunkirk. I do not believe that it has any such
meaning. Otherwise it would have been followed
up with vigour, and at the moment of writing there
are no such indications. It is far more likely that
it was intended to sustain the hands of the German
Chancellor and of the Junker party in the political
crisis that they were then being called upon to face.
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- MAGNANIMOUS HINDENBURG !

THERE may be a scarcily of food in Germany, bul
the authoritiecs have already substituted a prepara-
tion for which all Germans have an apparently insatiable

The new food is known as War-Bunkum

The Junkers were strongly opposed to
the Chancellor when he was suspected
of lukewarmness toward the unrestrict-
ed submanine campaign, but when he
stiffened his back in this respect the
Junkers placed themselves solidly be-
hind him and are behind him now. It
may have been believed that a sud-
denly snatched success would do some-
thing to lighteB the gloom, and to rally
the public in support of a statesman who seems
now to represent the extreme military policy.
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HERE is a disposition in seme quarters to

look upon the present situation in the west
as a restoration of a deadlock that can only be
broken by the intervention of fresh armies. It
is a new manifestation of the “German myth”
that looks drearily upon all situations from a
settled conviction of German invineibility. The
deadlock theory, it may be remembered, was
particularly to the fore during the weeks im-
mediately preceding the German retreat from
the Noyon angle, and now it seems to have
crept once more into favour. We are told that
the Allies must now be content to sit tight, and
mass their resources for a great and decisive
blow next spring, and that this year’s fighting
is so “stale” that nothing more can be expected
from it. This despondent theory is evidently
based on the theory that the German armies
have to be driven back yard by yard to the Ger-
man frontier. As a matter of fact they have to
be driven back only a very short distance, and
when that point has been reached the task of
the Allies will not be to drive them back, but
rather to keep pace with their retreat, as was
the case upon the last occasion. We do not
know precisely where that point is situated be-
cause we do not know how far the German man
power is sufficient to compensate for the bulg-
ing of their lines. But the critical point is cer-

tainly very close to the present position.

The German military experts are certainly not
talking about a deadlock. Quite the eontrary. Major
Endres, writing in the Frankfurter Zeitung; finds
some dubious satisfaction in the fact that the Allies
have not broken the German lines—which of course
they never tried to do—but he says “the great offen-
sive is by no means ended” nor even “reached its
zenith.” He says that the British and the French
pressure has required the German command to re-
vise its whole “tactical defensive scheme.” A still
greater authority, one of the greatest im Germany,
Colonel Gadke, writing in the Berlin Vorwarts, says
that all the fighting in the west constitutes one great
battle, one hundred and twenty miles long, and he
then accurately sketches the Allied plan when he
says, “It is perfectly clear that the Anglo-French
attack is based upon one guiding Idea, to occupy
the German centre with strong forces, and to deliver
decisive blows on both wings, which, in the. event
of success, shall lead to a great outflanking move-
ment.”

Colonel Gadke is referring, of course, not to the
whole length of the rival lines from the North Sea
to Metz, but to the new Hindenburg line from Arras
to Rheims, with its centre at St. Quentin. He means
that if either end of the Hindenburg line should
be pried loose from its supports it' would involve an
outflanking not only of the Hindenburg line, but of
all other lines, northward to the North Sea, and east-
ward to Metz, or at least to Verdun. Reverting to
a previous simile we may compare the two ends of
the Hindenburg line with hinges that unite the doors
to the lintels—the Hindenburg line being the doors and
the old established lines north and east being the lin-
tels. Continuing the simile, we may say that the taslk
of prying off the hinges depends upon the length of
the screws and their grip upon the wood, that is to
say, upon the successful tenacity of the Germans
in holding on to the junction points. But the hinge
screws can not be very long. Hinge screws never
are. And the moment the screws seem to be draw-
ing out of the wood there will be another Genman

(Continued on page 23.)
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