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!jetab~le oilsfrom which it is made.
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ba44 * bie uvr .4 bb ieand
#ei safai"d wtb ce red dress fur

every day and -Suaday, toc."
1..ook.-at that blâîne insectl" said

<ae.ç~ terange rs witb gi. 1ve
stees Piety of, them ýhorftY frogs, but
1 never knew anybody te lxave elle

.lot aý side-partner, ,Les the blame
thing know. you from anybody else ?"

"«Take it away and sec," saiti Hayçs.
The' stÜmpY -blttle izard known - as

the hbtiied frog is harmiers. He- bas
the. hideousness of the prebistoric
MiOxsttrs whose reducéti descendant
fit is, but he i; gentier than the dove.

.The. ranger. tboir, Muriel. from:
PfaYés' 'knee ad .went back 10 his seat]
on- a rol of blankets. The captive
tw1sted andi clawed andi sîruggled vig-
orously in bis hand. After holdingil Mr a moment or two, the. ranger
set. It ",pon the grotind. Awkwardly,
but swiftly, the frog worked.its four
oddly. moving legs until it stopped
close- by Hayes' foot.

."Welli dang my h'de!" said the oth-
et ranger. "This littie cuss knows
You. Never thought themn insects bati
that mùch sexise!"l

Jimmy Hayes became a favorite- in
the rauigý camp. -He had an endless
store cf gooti nature, and a mild, per-
ennial quality of good humer that is
well adapted te camp. life. He was
nieyer without bis horneti frog. In
the. bosom of bis shirt during rides,
on bis knee or shoulder in camp, un-
der bis blankets at night, the ugly lit-
tic -beast neyer left him.

Jimmy was ýa bumerist cf a type
thýt prevails in the rural South anti
W est. Unskilled in originating meth-
nds cf. amusing 'or in witty concep-
tions, le hati bit upen a cemical idea
anti clung te it reverently. It had
seemedti t Jimmy a very funny thing
te bave about his perron, with which
te amuse uis friends, a tame horneti
frog with a reti ribbon about its neck.
As il was a happy idea, why net per-
petuate il?

The sentiments existing between
jimmy anti the frog cannet be exactly
determineti. The capability cf the
borneti frog for lastinig affection is a
x,bect upon which we have ne symn-
posiums. It is casier te guess Ji-
mny's feelings. Muriel was his chef
d'«Invr cf wit, and as such he cher-
ished ber. He caught flics for ber,
anti shieldeti ber from suddcn nortb-
ers. Yet bis care was haîf selfiish,
zr.ntiwben the time came she repaiti

1bim a tbousand. Other Muriels have
thus everbalanceti the light attcntidns
cf cther Jimmies.

Net once did Jimmy Hayes attain
full brotherbooti with bis comrades.
They lovet i hm for bis simplicity and
drollnes!e, but there bung.above him a
great sword of suspendcd judgment.
To make merry in camp is flot alI cf
a ranger's life., There arc herse-
thi1eves te trait, desperate criminals to
mun down, bravos te battle with, bandits
to rout eut of the chaparral, peace
and order te be compeiled at the muz-
7ie cf a six-shooter. Jirmy had been
"'rost generaily a cowpunrchier," he
raid; he was inexpenienced in ranger
methiods of warfare. Therefor 'e, the

.rangers speculated apart and solemn-
'Y as te how he would stand fire. For,
lct it be known, the honor and pri3e
of each ranger company is the individ-
tial bravery of its menîbers.

Fer twe months the border was
quiet. The rangers lolled, listless, in
camp. And then-bringing joy te the
msting guardians of the frontier -
Sebastiano Saldar, an eminent Mcxi-
can desperade and cattle-thief, crossed
the Rie Grande with his gang and be-
gan te lay waste the Texas side.
There were indications that Jimmy
hlayes would soon have the opportun-
ity te show his mettie. T.he rangers
patrolled with alacrity, but Saldar's
men were mounted like Lochintvar,
and were bard te catch.

One evening, about sundowvn, the
rangers halted for supper after a long
ride. Their herses stood, panting,
vrith their saddies on. The men were
fryving bacon and boiling coffee. Sud-

.eiiNlv, out of the brush, Sebastian;S-
Saidar and bis gang dashed upon themn
withl laging six-shooters and- high-
voiced yells. It wvas a neat surprise.
The rangers swore in annoyed tonies,
,..nd got their Winchesters busy; but
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the attack1 was only a spectaci*lar
cash of the purest Mexican type. Af-
tecr the flord demonstration the raid-
ers galloped away, yelling, down the
river. The rangers mounted and pur-
sued; but in Iess than two miles the
fi gged ponies labored so that Lieu-
tenantManning gave orders to aban-
don the chase and return to camp.

Then it w.as discoveredthat jimmy
Haies was missing. Someone remem-
büred halving seen him run for his
pony when the attaçk began, but no
one had set eyes on hinm rince. Morril-
ing came, but no Jimmy. They search-
cd the country around, on the theory
that he had been killed or wounded,
but without success. Then they fol-
lowed after Saldar's gang,, but it
seeined to have disappeared. Man-
ning concluded that the wily M.exican
hal recrossed the river after his the-
atric farewell. And, indeed, no further
depredations from hum were reported.

This gave the rangers time to nurse
a soreness they had. As bas been
said, the pride and honor of a com-
pany is the individual bravery of its
members. Andi now theylbelieved that
JimmyHayes hati turned coward at
the whizz of Mexican bullets. There
wa s no other deduction., Buck Davs
poia>e d out that flot a shot was fired
by-~Saldar's gang after Jimmy w:is
seen runriing for bis horse. There
was no way for him -to have been
shot. -No, hé had fled fromn his first
flght, and afterwards he would flot ýre-
turn, aware that the scorn ol his co-n-
rnder would be am.orse thing te face
than the muzzles of many rifles.

So Mannings' detachnient of Mc-
Lean's cempany, Frontier Battalion,,
was gloomy. It was the first blet -on
its escutcheon. Neyer before in the
history of the service had a rapiwer
shown the white feather. Ail of the-n
had liked jimmy Hayes, and that
miade it worse.

Nearly a year aft after nianv
camping grounis ,,',b.udred
of miles. guarded aM e cý i ëet-Li-
tenant Manning, with almnost the saine
detachn-ent of men 'we.re sent to a.
point onl a few miles below their old
camp on the river to look after some
"miuggling there. One afternoon,
wliile they were riding through a
dense mesquit flat, they came uipon a
p atch of open bog-wallow prairie.
There tbey came upon the-scene of an'
unwnitten tragedy.

In a big hog-wallow lay the skele-
tons of three Mexicans. Their cloth-
irg alone serveti to identify them.
The largest of the fl'7ures had once
been Sebastiano Saldar. His great,
costly sombrero,. heavy- with gold
crnamentation - a hat famous.il
along the Rio Grande - lay there
pierceti by tbree bulles. Along thc
idcge of the hog-wallow re-'ed the
rusting Winchesters of the Mexicans
-ail pointing in the same dir-ctio-i.

The rangers roAe in that directiq-
for fifty yards. Th~ere, in a littie d_-
pression of the grotind, Nvith his rifle
btill bcaring upon the three, Iay an-
other skeleton. It had been a batt:e
of extermination. There was nothir',
to identify the solitary defender. 1;s
clothing-stuch as the elements had
Icit dist-*n...tshabe-seened te be of
the kind that any ranchiman of cow-
boy might have worn.

"Some cowpuncher," said Manniji"',
*thpt they caught out alone. G -),)
boyý! Ile Put up a dandy scraip befor-e
they got him. So that's why v e dii-
r't hear from Sebastiano .ny more!"

And then from beneath the weathc-
l)eý-tcn rags of the dead man there
wniggled out a horned frog with a1
faded red ribbon arotund its neck, and
sat upon the shofflders of its lon'y-
quiet master. Mutelv it told the sto-Y
of the untried youth and the swift
.,paint" pony-how they had outstrip-
ped ail their comrades that day in the
pursuit of the Mexican raiders, an-I
how the boy had gone down uphold-
îing, the honor of the company.

.The ranger troop herded close, ni
a simultaneous wiid yell arosefr
their lips. The outburst NIlas at once

~a (urge, an apology, an epitaph, ani a
piran of triuimph. A strange requir-i.
voun may say, over the body of a fý'1-
en comnrade; but if JimmyHa
cciild have heard it lie would iav(c
iinderstood.
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