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A ,Strarige Warf are
h wlçh Cattie are bath Victors and Vauqulehed

Written for The Western Home 'Monithly by MTS, David H. Williams

~OTTONWOOD farm, Wbiere dwet
the Caimerons, formed one of the
nimerons hoimesteads, situated in

,itJk.easterli Aberta in the waning
dy#of cattie ranehing.
fqur or five yeare previous, vast

Isrde of cattie, numbering many
tjousands, with their attendants, the
*ow-boys, roaed over the great
,piries, or amnîg the foothills of the

#kies further west. No smoke froin
* i settler'a uhak curled upywards, for
were there extensive ranges obstructed
bjy fonces, or other ijidicatione of the
fimmgration thé.was oon te invade
ther solitude. As the buffalo period
psaed, so was rapidiy drawing to a
lose thé era of ranching on the bqund-
eqs plains of Western Canada. Land-

ésekers from the East, and across the
border te the South, treked over their
tWritory; viewed with favor -tbe rioh sol,
.11oing streams, and liked well, the
aunly Aberta elimate. They took up
bosnsteads, pitched their tenta, built

from tlie farmers, but poisdhed their
dogs, broke down their fences, left
open their gates, and by many petty
annoyances told the newcomners tbeY
were unwelcome. They ridiculed the
idea of grain-growing in that viinity.
The soit was not suitable. <rops
would be frozen before the grain
ripened, or eut down by bail. If they
escaped these ealamit.ies, they would
probably be burut by the fierce sun in a.
dry season.

To thia list of woes the tillera of the
soil paid littié heed, thougu the. ranch-
ers§ predictions were verified. The first
year's crop, was destroyed by haii; thse
second by an early frôst and snowstorm.
The following year the ecorching sun
burnt themin te iüere stubbie before the
dog days of Auguat. The ranchers were
jubilant, and expeted the set tiers to
abandon their visionary echemes cf
grain growing.

1The farmers, discourgged and -finan-
cially poorer than wzeiÎ ti y came We

Camping by the River Bank near Wnnipeg.

their shacks, and ettled by the aide of
a. sinill river known as Cottonwcod
Creek; thé name beng derlved frein a
bluff of Cottonwood maples fringing its
baniks. Others followed their footeteps.
Little by littie they encroached upon
the prairie, bit by bit was wrested f rom
the wildernçss, the days of its virgin-
ity gene forever. The homesteada were
fenced with wire, trails made, and in
Course of time the air vibrated with a
new song, the whir of machinery.

at of the creek waa left i is wild
unbrokcn state.*

The Cameron family consisted of the
father, a mnan of sixty years ;" one
daughter, a fine looking girl of twénty;
two grown up sons and a boy just
entering luis teens. They had received
Ivhat in those d7as was called a fair
éducation. Capable describéd Stella
and the sons - weré fine etrapping

-.. fellows; the riglit kind cf settiers te,
formi thé foundation and baekbone cf
a iicw country.

Unfortunately, and unknown te
thiem, their choice of location was oe
thiat was particularly favored by tlie
ranchers and thieir cattie. The ba.nks
of the streain here sloped gradually to
the water's edge. Always flowing, in.
the dricat cf summers, thse cattie fould
their way hither, over trails the buffalo
luad made ini a by-gone age. Nearb;y,
the cowboys lad erected their largest
rouind-up corral. Thé creek was also
a convenient stopping place on their

~~yte town, twenty or thirty miles
di.tant. Thieir wrath was great on
flnding this district invaded. They
colild no longer dash te town over un-
obstructed prairie, and their cattie ere
scared away frein the hist watering
place in thée ouatry by the farmer's
dog-S and unfarniliar sights and sounds.
They accepted ne friendy overturés

Alberte, were determined to test fate,
or Provid nce, anothér season. No
hopietead wa a vacated.

The fourth year-àhl that glorions
fourth year-repaid the unrequitted toit
cf former seasons. The wcather, UpOlP
which the crops dépend, was perfect.
]Early rai%~ long sunny. days, balmy
atmosephere, with no suspicion of frost.
Théy rejoiced i théir labors and waving
fielde of grain. A thrill of excitement
permeatéd the settl-ment, men, women
and, chitdren, when the- firet golden
tinge appeared. While they rejoiced and
prepared for harvesting, far ont on the
op)en plains, revelling in luxuriant grass,
waidîered 'thé ever restlesa cattie, need-
ing littié care. To the oowboys the fast
ripeniug grain and prospects for a
bountiful harvéat, was a source of con-
sternation, b ut they wére divided in
their hostility. With some thé fieeting
yeare Lad partially obliterated jealonsy
and enmity. To the'mthse farmers were
not sueh ea bad lot, thse prairie was wide
enougli for both, immigration was sure
to corne, it was in vpr'i to stop it, be-
sides, there- were "exticing Delilahs ini
thé camp o the Philistines" whko v.ere
no. -averse te bestowiiig smiles and
friendly greetings te thein as they passed
on tlieir way te town, or took their
cattle te the creek. Others, and by far
the larger number, iargued differently.
Thie farmers muet noV be allowed to.reap
their barvest Already the outside
'world was conenting oii tle sucess
attendii"g the grain growing. Next
spring the country would bc fiooded with
settlers, and ranching be put clean ont
of business. They would not leave their
territory, the cattie knew cvery slough
in thé viinity, the large rocks worn
smooth by the rubbing of. counttess
buffalo. They' nceded no guiding to, thé
fattest, richest gras& and flowing
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