
The Western Home Afonthly
door, propardi to make hie moat ingrati.
ating speech when it should be opened tc
hlm but it did not open. Ho knockeda
mocn'd and &a third- Urnebut -théeoni'
answer vouchaafed hin wa the gliStly
echo of, hie knock. Hie somewhat pom-
poile, conventional menner sfid from liir,
and lie becme st a hungrymai,.
search of food. Ie lifted thelatchwit'!
smre heitation and went i. He sawa
meaure of potatoes upon a long table, and
afterr mre rummaging he*found a slab of
bacon% and 1morne tea and coffee. He ar-
ranged hie booty beside the potatoes, but
no gustatoi'Y consolation could ensue with-
out a liro.

Quite lated ho gathered dry sticks and
litter and made an admirable heap ready
for ignition bj meane of a match. Mr.
James dre*ortli hie silvermatch cae
with dignity, only to find it empty. H<e
began a sercli in his pockets, lu dignity
etill intact, but beforo the hunt ended, his
dignity was somewhat diehevelled. As
lie turned hie lest pocket ineide out, and
found not even the stub of a match but
E lenty of loose coin, ho flung the latter

:rm hitn with something that in a less
dignified man miglit have been termed
petulance.

Mr. James began a methodical searcli in
the ehanty for matches, but found nono.
Ho discoveredd mre tin cane as empty, as
wae lie hirneoif these suggested that smi-
ller cane fulli;oÏ substance miglit ho forth-
coming. With hie dignity somewhat re-
adjusted ho began searching for the life-
savn tin can. Having l9oked overy-wlirgsv in a dark cupboard that
oeemed filled with blackened. pots and

Paho finelly got down on hie hande and
knwto peer into the most remote

recesses of the cuphoard. A row of Canm
rewarded thie effort. He took a can and
alit mnto it with hie knife, but the blade
sank into a corrosive white duet that rose
and smote hlm in the ey os and nostrile
and wlierever a particle lodged it burned
liko fire. Ho feit the ne of air, and
sought the open. After hie eyee had
partially cesed smarting lio again von-
tured into the shanty. Vory gingerly ho
liftod the cmn of corrosive dust, and looked
at tho label.

"Concentratod lye," was the legend ho
road, and with due respect and much care
lie put tho can back in the cupboard.
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Several round, short cane appealed to
hmthey looked as thougli they miglit

hold devilled meat of smre kind, but upon
opening one the odor that ruehed outsoomd the acme of ail mal-odons. Ho
looked at the label.

"Chlonido of Lime," ho reed, and with
no abatement o! caro ho placed thie can
hack in ite place. Mr. James left the
shanty with one lest, longing look at the
potatoes and bacon.

For a time the gentlemen chewed the
bitter quid of reflection, as ho sat diecon-
solately upon a nougli brown atone. This
yielding no great satisfaction ho rose and
began a tour o! investigation. Ho had
nover seen very much o! hie island, but Mn.
James wes no great lover o! beauty and ho
foît a certain msense o! aggrievement that
Harold wes not with him. Ho romembened
the enthusiesmn with which that young
man lied advocated the purchase o! thie
identical pioce o! property. Ho foît
rather bitter that a frivobous girl should
bave brought about the present stateofo
somi-alienation fnom hie on, hie on who

adbeen as whoily hie own as any other
k!ece o! hie property lied been. Hie
clignty and pompousness dropped from
hiin like a cloak, and ho was nothing but a
Ionely old man at the mercy o! a cruel
Fate. Ho was walking napidly to keep
Up with the pace o! hie thouglits when hie
foot caught in a trailig vine and the
inevitable thing happened, hie foot went
up and hie head went down, and hie whole
rotund body feil epraddling to the ground.
As lie sat ùp to iavestigate, ho discovered
a trailing vine attachd to t ho toe of one
of bis patent leathens, and the vine was
thickly spread wiith smail red bernies.
The siglit of those bennies had a wonder-
fulY modifying effect upon hie irritation,
they took him back to hie boyhood days,
when he had tramped the woods for just
such edibles as these.

")giSomne people are born with cheeker
berrnes, sorne achieve checker bernies, and

0Some, have checker bernies thrùst upon
thlern !' Mr. James w#a becoming faceti-.
'Dus with the Drospect of a checker berrÈy
festiv'i beforehim.

W j'h no undue haste ho began pîickrng
the, dAectable hernies, and when ho had
gatiwered a reasonable quantity lie sat

down in a dignifid and oederly mannor
and began eatîng the fruit of hie labors
Anticipation1 liowever, had proved greater
than reaization.

"«Mumm!" ho grurnbled, hie placidity
very much rurnpled,"«Mum! tI'd as
moon eat the pith of an elderberry stàlk!"
with thie ho threw hie hoard of bernies
awa ', but they lied carried hirnback to

bozood.'I wondor if there-are not smre-ground
nute to bo found, thoy used to teste goo4
when 1 was a boy," and Mr. James began
eearchinýg for the smalfl edible nut-that
growe in the ground like- à dimiitive
potato. Ho had forgotten ho6w the leavos
lookod mo ho began puUbng up the greon-

grwig thinge and finelly brouglit forth a
buncli no! roots from whichlie extracted a
smallbulb. He peeld itand put itin hie
mouth!-. It was not satisfactory as a
gutatoiy deiglit, and ho ýptui!pn the
ground but ho could not rid himeelfof that
abhorrent teste upon hie tonT e. ý

"It must have beon a wi~onon!" ho
averred as thougli holied been analyzing
a botanical epecirnen.

Mr. James being a man not easilydeviated from hie purpose continuod his
seercli for the edible nut, whicli slould
satisfy hie craving for Îfood. Aftor mucli1
devastation of vioode vegetation ho at lest
brouglit up 'xhat ho l ie b aeeking. Ho
knew at once that at lest ho lied found the
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reaiground nut. Yes, by the very way
theaî - peeled off lie recognized the edible
of hie boyhood. But again disappoint-
ment ohilled hie joy."Gritty as a send bed and tastelese as a
raw potato" cerne the verdict, as Mn.
James wiped hie mouth, with hie hand-
kerchief. Hoe tood in deep thouglit for a
!ew'moments rackin hie mind for someforgotton tig Ciid e ot"h
ejaculatedwithi'delgi,"That OIknow
lies a taste, a1 veny decided, but very
pungenttee. A very pleasant ex-
presondipnd iteelf over Mr. James'
round fand hoe nubbed hie head where
a few han wero cornbed over a shining
haro surface

"Crinkie noot," ho muftered medita-
tively, "cninkie noot, big leaves etraggling
along-" hoiedescriled, "Ah!" lie pulled
up'a handful of leaves, ehiny and waxen
and certainly not large, their moots were as
yeflow as gold, and veny bitter. Mr.
James mado no remark, but the corners
of hie mouth were drawin down as thoughj
the bitternom lied touchod a spring andi
lot looso a spiit of. Mr.
James continued -hie a, but, however,

'ihhis thouglitiiay have been, hie eyesj
oe bent upon thegomd searching forj

th i,"naging eaves of the desiredi
objoot. Hoedid not pull heterogenousi
végetation.1

"Ah!" oxclaimed the millionaire withj

satisfaction, " Thbis e more like it," and
ho bent 'and pulled carefully upon a
clump of deeply notched leaves, and lie
held within- hie grasp hie heart' esoino,
"'This is eomothing like," lie approvod.

Mr. James gathçned a lapful of roota,
seated himseof most comfonteble and ho.'
gan feasting upon the pungent edible.
Ho lied eaten a handf ni of the noots befone
ho realized how very pungent they were
Ho stopped chewing a moment. How
hot hie mouth waa!

"Damnation!" lie whispered, for evea
in thie wildwood Mn. James wouid main-
tain a semblenco of himself and hie dignïty.
Ho pushed- the rernainder of the roots
away, eand liko one heaten in a race ho
accepted his defeat, and sat quiescent.

A bail of fine hegan tô hurm la hie in-
teznon; the bail seeied to omit Hladeietie
flames that bored through hie digeStive
appanatii like hot gimiets. Mn. James
wa in agony. Ho held hie somewhat
adipoediaphragm with hotliarme, but lie
found no relief. Ho rose and paced the
sward but StI the gniping burning,
twisting ache withmn. M.tm swaa
wholly unaccustomed to pain, lielied lied
no Sperten trainin, and mny jpeople
spent a good ahane of their timeo odrnarily
in eeeking to make hirn comfortable, but
la hie extremity when ho nceded a littie
cane ho wes alone and unaidod. I*
sweat of dietrese etood upon hi e ehod
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