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Editorial Comment
BLOCIADICI

A mouse once appraached a lion in the forest.
no stood erect, pulled bis ivhiskers, endeavored ta
look as fierce as possible and then squeaked in bis
loudest tone "You are my prisoner! Let ail the'
world know yau are My prisoner."1 And Bo that
settled it. Have you ever heard anything so ridicu-
loueas~ this cry of the German Mdmiraity te Great
Britaih, "You are blockaded! Let aIl tbe neutral
nations know it! You are blockaded."y That set-
tics it.

HOW LONG?
The question now las this: If the war is ta

"begin" in April or May, bow long will it likely
continue? There can be na answer ta titis. It wiîî
take some time ta drive the enemy out of F'rance
and Belgiuzn, and after that it is a question of
getting the. generai publie of Germany te understand
the situation. If the only way to victory were
through tîe taking of Cerman fortresses, the war
'would necessarily be of some duration; but of course
there is a ahorter and surer way. The desperation
of the enemy just naw indicates that samething may
happen even before the war "begins."

BREAD
Wheat'now one dollar and sixtj-. Nobody knows

wliere it wili end. In some countries they are com-
ing ta rye and maize. Hlere lu the borne of wheat
we ueed think of ne substitutes. Yet would it not
be wise if aur people wvere ta begin ta think more
of cîteaper food? *What a variety of vegetables
grown herge! Nothing could bc more whoiesome.
Potatoes, turnips and a little ment make a good
dinner. Even if bread is bigh the coat of living
need not be excessive. It may bo that necessity wili
prove a good mistress in driving many te make use
of mepans that were hitiierta d.(espised. The war may
develop good cooks.

GRATITUDE
in expressing aur gratitude it is not necessary

te wait tili the ,war is over. To tell a young man
that we appreciate bis sacrifice and beroism may do
him good; it will do us no harm. To tell bis parents
that we are thankfui may maKe their burden no
lighter but it may make theni feel they are not
alone in their anxiety. Let us not forget. And there
are other ways of expressing gratitude than in
,%vords. It is one thing for aur country ta spend
large sums for the support of an army. It is an--
other thing for one ta do some littie thing te belp
those at the front, or those dependent upon tbemn
-%%-lo are left behind. Directly or indirectiy everyone
shouid contribute to the patriotic fund. It is a
fitting thank offering.

BILLY SUNDAY
fle seems ta strike maiksa differently. One

secs in him a buffoon, a cloikn, a vuigar egotist;
aniother sees in him a lover of purity, justice and
riglit, a man with a heart and soul yearning for bis
feliows; a man who in bis earnestness despises al
Ilile tri(ks of aratory and ail the niceties of diction.
Ile is a fisher of mnen, and cares not what hait lie
u .M1Se. A dirty siimy worm is sometimes more
effeetive titan a costiy "Jock Scott" or "Royal
Coaciiitan." Why not give Fiiiy Sunday the benefit
of the doulit? If lis work is on the whole making
for the permanent wclfare of saciety, what daca it
nitatter -whethier lie follows the customary churcli
Toutine nir not? The founder of Christianity ln bis
tintie ias called some pretty bard names by the
reigionists of lis time. Yet bis %vork remains and
theirs does not.

ADAPTATION
Ouenioflihe first lessons a neweomer ta the West

lia tg) learn is ta adapt himseif ta new conditions.
Titis is a very liard lesson for many, especialiy for
ti-se broughit up ini aider lands. Farmng here is
'lot similar te tîtat in Engiand. Nor is business the
sante, iior politica, nor preaching. Some people wite
have neyer iearned the art of adaptation blame the
country. A farmer finds fault with the soul; a main
il, business says that cverything la fiat; a preacîter
ilit the. people are not responsive nor intciligent.
it is ltecessary ta adopt anotiter attitude.ilere is a

(i iîty'vith prohlems different froni those ever
Pl*e=enited ta mankind. The solution demaîîds

~rtai hnght and penetration. To transplant
an d methnds is no casier thaîi ta transplant
(i-\es and shrubs. Those finurish best whiclt are

IL'ClOlsta the soul. We have htad mantv clever
ila in Western Canada. Tlîcv failed 'hi spite

iller leverness because tltey coiild liot get itto
i le -of the country, because they could itot adap)t

i-le.Thtere is a lesson here for preaeliers,
f[L1. ariers, and busincss imeîU ofal ca~

THE FARMER'S TURN
Speaking before the Experimental Farm Superin-

tendents recently assembied ini convention at Ottawa,
Mr. Gea. H. Clark, Dominion Seed Commissioner,
sounded a note which is of special interest at the
present crisis ini Canadian -agriculture. In Prefae-
ing bis address he said: "Unfortunately farming
during the last ten years -or more bas been les&
attractive to young men of good ability and te
capital than other industries ini urban centres. The
problem of farin labor has been an exceedingly per-
plexing one and in consequence farm systeme have-
been modified so as te require the minimum of labor
for the maximum yield of net returns. City indus-
tries bave completeiy outbid tbe farm n utbe matter
of labor, and it is probabiy true tbat at least one-
third of city working men bave had experience in
farxning. 1 would like ta say to those men now that
if the opportunities in the city looked brigbter during
the past ten years, the next ten years, in my judg-
ment, assuredly belong te the farm, and the sooner
they realize that the better for themeeives and for
ail cancerned."

A TRIUMPH IN ENGINEERING
People become se absorbed in reading about

wonderful things abroad that they fail ta note 'what
is occurring at their own doors. Eecently, for
example, there 'bas been eompleted at Transcana,
near, Winnipeg, one of tbe most unique achieve-
'nents in the bistory of*building. A great elevator
holding 20,000 tans of grain, owing ta weak founda-
tion, began ta sink at ane aide until it was very far
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TEE GERMAN ELOCKADE.

The New York Evening Post iu a re-
cent issue makes significant comment.

"The Berlin Post to-day gees beyond
the exact terms of the Goverument
order, and declarea that, after the date
notified, February 18, men and freight
not only on British shipa, but under a
neutral flng, are doomed ta, sink! if
this la not Ibraggodocio, it la brutaiity.
It isa aise nrrart stupidity, for, if it
were not heid ta ho abeer piracy, it
would ho au net of war agninat neutrals
-or, at least, an net which if not lu-
stantly apologized for, with au indem-
nity offered, wouid ilead gtraigbt ta ,war.
And even in their maddest moments of
exultation and reekiesanese, German
rulers eau hardiy wish their country ta
ho regarded as host.is generis bumani."'
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from perpendicular. By jacking up one side and
jacking down the other, warking an the centre of
the building as a pivot, the whale building was
ivorked back into position, with the floor a little
lower than at the beginning. The new supports are
on bed-rock. Tihis may flot be quite a correct state-
nient of 'what was done te restoro the building ta its
form, but it is the best that can be said in a. brief
sentence. A fuli account is given in the Scientifie
American. If we examine into the triumphs of
engineering lu Canada we shall find much reasan
for congratulation. It is weli that it should be so.
It requires mo~re than money to develop a ]and like
this. It requsires trainied intelligence. It is not
withaut significance that in ail the Western provin-
ces great care bas beezi taken by the universities ta
arrange for the very best instruction ia engineering
in ail its branches.

MURDER NOT WARFARE
Somebody bas renîarked that the Ten Com-

mandments are not sound ini their teaching because
they are found in the Bible, but that they arei,
the Bible beeause they are sound. Sa is it with
rules laid down. by peaee conferences. The raidiîîg
of defenveess towvns, and the slaughteriîîg of non-
combatants are n>t unthinkably nionstrous aets
sirnply beeaiise international councils have so de-
cided, buit the councils have arrived at their
decisions beenîîse t hev have had regard to the iaws
that nien evervivhere reuognize as necessary. TheI
action of the (erînan nation is tnt priinarily an
ofi'encî' aains t internatijonai iaw; it i s a dirrt
violation oi a whiehi are' iîtuitively recogo izeli
by ail p .%Iiu holai e paýsed the stage of e.£treme

barbarism. If the praotices mentioned were per-
missible for nations, tbey would ho permissibie for
individuals. Let any on.e try te imagine family
quarrels being aettied after the German fashion.
Well bas it been said that the slaughter of women
and cbiidreu is net warfare. It is murder. The
only right punisbmeut for these taking part in it la
that meted eut te murderers. The suggestion fromt
Petrograd seems te hoe eminentiy just, even if it may
net ho wise ta put it inte practice immediately.

HOW GQES TEE BATTLE?
It dae us ne barm.te, knaw just wbere we

stand lu this war. The Colonial Secretary bas given
us the best summary up te, date-February 10.

"Ou the western frontier this Une bas remained
atationary for several months. In the eastern theatreof war Germany bas met withne, greater aucceas,
and the Russians everywbere mère than hold their
owu. Tbe great effort essential te the aucceas of
Germany bas been foiied, and except for oee uceess
iu Eat Prussia, she bas gained nôa single victery;
sbe bas lest two and a quarter millions of ber beat
and bravest soidiers, and any fresh, effort wil uw
bave te hc made with greatly inferior and disbeart-
ened troops.

"Thanks te the wark of aur navy, Germany is
now feeling economic pressure in many ways. In
Austria there are still cansiderable farces in the
field, but ber traops have auffer ed severe reverses,
bath lu Servia and Austria, and she cannot longer
ho counted on by Germany as a really powerful ally.
0f even less account la Turkey, who bas. auffered
severe defeats from Russian forces, and results have
been the sane for ber as regards the British forces
lu Mesopotamia and on the Suez canal within the
iast few days?»

Vonsidenin next the attitude and condition of
the Allies, theColonial Secretary has this te aay z

"The soldiers ef France and Belgiumi, fully confi-
dent lu the justice of our cause, are burning ta clear
the sali of their native country freni the hated
invader. Ruasia, whose troopa bave long feugbt with
indomitable courage, is preparing herseif for further
grent efforts. At sea the British uavy l.a upreme,
and bas receetiy infiicted a severe defeat on the
German uavy. Aided by aur gallant Japanese allies,
inost of the German colonies bave already been
eaptured. The power of- Great Britaiunand ber
allies increasea dnily lu strength, wbereas the power
of ber enemies la diatinctiy ou the wane. The exiat-
ing situation bas been brougbt about without the
vast resources of the British empire baving yet been
called inte play."

There la stiil another aide te, the matter. The
whole empire is more united than ever. Britain
hecause of bter devotion te principle bas the goodwill
of the world, and being consciaus of ber ewn recti-
tude maintains ber self-respect, lu addition ta, this,
people everyVlrhere are lasing themacîves In the
larger idea. The pranoun 1Is acbanging to the
pronoun We, and the moat important part of the
We ia the mnan at the front and those ho lef t behind
lu need of support.

CONSCRIPTION
There are two sides ta this matter of conscrip-

tien as aneceau readiiy underst-nd. First we eau
reasan that conscription Ineans militarism, and
iiitariani is the very tbing we are aiming te,

destroy. Conscription means casting out Beelzebuh
by the use of Beelzebub. But lu the second place
we eau urge that if defence is necessary then it is
untbinkable that the best and bravest should take
up arms-and these are aiways the people 'wbo go-
while the poorer material remains bhiind ta father
a îîew race. It la said that in some parts ef Seat-
]and where the men formeriy were all over six feet,
it is Dow seeercey passible ta find aone that height.
The best and strongest ivent to war. The weaklings
remained behind. Conscription would settle that.

Whatever view is held ultimately it seems that
Mr. Carpenter, writiîîg ini the English Review, bas
said something worthy of coîtsideration.

It may, baiyever, be said-in -view of aur present
industriai conditions, and the. low standard of
physical hcalth and vitality prevailing among the
young folk af aur large town-that physical dril
and scout training, including ambulance and other
-ivork aîtd qnalifications in some useful trade, mighf
very wvell bc made a part of aur general educational
systein, for richu and. poor alike, say between tîte
tiges of sixteen and eighteen. Such a training would
to caeht individual boy hc immensely valuable, antd
by i)-Nniditig saine rudimentary understanding of
nuilitary affairs and duties of eitizenship and publie
s;ervice, îvould enable him te choose how he could be
helpini to the nation-provided aiways hec vas not
foreed ta make Itis choice iii a direction distasteful
or reptugnant te him. In any good cause, as lu a
war of decfetnca agaiîîst a foreign enemy, it is obvionîs
e notigh, as 1 have said, that there îvould bc pîenty\
of nattive enthusiasin fortltconling iithout legai orý
official îîrebure.1


