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and here then we may hope to perpetuate in domestic

relations the simple virtues, the industry, if not the talents,

and the learning which have adorned even the monastic life.

The industrial occupations of such a community must
depend of course on the resources of the country, and

these as well as its position, and the necessities of the

case must direct its attention to commerce ; to be self-

supporting it must condescend to barter, and in this

relation the principal use of the vessel appropriated to its

service will appear. Exchange of commodities may be

made with Fort Victoria, Puget's Sound settlement, the

Columbia river, San Francisco, the Sandwich Islands,

aye, and with Japan, and China ! the distance is com-
paratively short, say 3700 and 4700 miles, or 30 and 40
days' sail respectively, and the winds and currents are

favourable to the navigation. Indeed, to any port north of

the Isthmus of Panama, the return voyage must of necessity

be by Vancouvers Island. It must also be remembered
that Hong Kong is, if not the nearest, the most accessible,

diooc'se from thence.

The character of the North Pacific Ocean, makes it par-

ticularly suitable for navigation, by such craft as I have

selected, for which with, say, four boys, two training for

officers and two before the mast, the crew I have enume-

rated would be fully sufficient ; and the commanding posi-

tion occupied by the British dominions on the North-west

Coast with reference to the Japan and China trade, and that

of the North Pacific generally, must not be overlooked.

Although I myself do not apprehend that this trade will

pass through a canal, even if one suitable for the passage

of the largest vessels be cut through the Isthmus of Cen-

tral America at Darien, Panama, or elsewhere, yet it should

be noted that whether, as Asa Whitney supposes it infallibly

must, the North-west Coast monoplize this trade or it pass

through the canal, that coast and its inhabitants must bene-

fit greatly from it, as they must supply the vessels employed


