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ledge could not come from one who was never a witness,
but from those who were witnesses. There was no use in de-
laying till Mr. Smith could come, as that might not be before
a fortnight. He thought that he could ge on and bring evi-
dence to show that all these things were an utter falsity.
He could show that these things were not only moral but
physical impossibilities. -

Mr. Ferres desired it to be distinetly understood that nothing
of all this was to be published at present.

Mr. Wilson.—Mr. Brown takes an improper view of the case;
everyman is to be believed innocent until he is proved to
be guilty. 'The determination of the Committee was tc hear
first what evidence Mr. Macdonald had to bring ; it might be
of such.a nature asnotto require any defence on the part of
Mr. Brown. : 1

Mr. Brown.—Was it possible that they could have decided on
such a course behind his back, and without letting him know
anything about it?

Mr. Felion.—It was necessary for them to adopt some regular
mode of proceeding, or they would never get on. They had
decided on regarding him as innocent until he was. proved to
be guilty.

‘Mr. Brown thought this course a most unfair one. He wish-
ed to find out from the Hon. Mr. Macdonald what his grounds
for chuarging him as he had done were, and he was the first
witness that he wished to call.  Surely the Committee would
not refuse to allow him to be heard ? -

. Mr, Ferres—Decidedly. .

Mr. Brown.—What he asked was this,—There were two
matters altogether differént; one was the treatment of Mr..
Smith by the Commissioners, another was the charge made
against him personally that he had been guilty of conduct not
only improper. but sufficient to condemn him under the jurisdie-
tion of the criminal law of the country. He demanded that the-
first witness should be Mr. Macdonald, that he might show from
the evidence of that gentleman that he was not justified in bring-
ing these charges, as he knew nothing of them himself

Mr. Ferres.—He himself heard Mr. Macdonald say that the
House would understand that he asserted nothing of his own
knowledge. " o

Mr. Brown.—Mr. Macdonald said that he knew these state-
ments to be true. They must see that it was important that
before people could be got together 1o concoct these charges, Mr.
Macdonzld should state now on what grounds he is to proceed.

M. Felton said that he could not sit there and hear such
words used. If Mr. Brown had anything to be- proved by:



