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sumption was estimated at one ton daily, in England and America alone, Soneutn ption of
ranging front inoéuous doses at thirty grains-to danger and death at one glandt‘&nd "
hundred and twenty, when used as an hypnotic. It is far more seductive America.
in its effects, and more dangerous in its consequences. It affects, the
~ brdin, the spinal cord, the intelléct, aud brings on imbecility and death.
(U: 8. Dispexs). . - o '
"An American paper thus refers to its usé in a very late issue:
© “A terrible vice has crept in among the fair sex of New York. Fashion
able ladies from the “Fifth »and the adjoining regions of the high-toned
* may. be seen entering drug stores and.calling in‘silvery accents.for a glass
~ of soda-water. Jnto this inscuous beverage white crystals from a white
¢ mouthed bottle are dropped and dissolved. . The selution is gulped, fifteen
cents are paid, and the elegantly dressed apparition vanishes. These-ladies
are known as ““chloral fiends.” The drug is now imported into New
York by the ton. This is,.as a weakness, worde than opium smoking . a
. beeause more readily indulged in, and almost as revolting as the hypo
. dermic injection of morphia.” | S L
‘Its vse should be limited to medicinal or scientific purposes, and evéry
aid should be given to'those who seek to prevent its consumption heing
“introduced as a habit amoig our people either for smoking or other
: merely indulgent, ends. R , s '

The evidence taken befove the Commnission-in British Columbin-shows No tendency in

‘w0 perceptible ‘tendency among the people 6f the Province, in any way, to f},"ﬂ'ﬁ’:};gﬁ}gmm“
.adopt such a habit. In every city; in every part of the world, there will habi,
.possibly be found persons of the lowest and most degraded habits who
drequent opiunkgens, but they are almost always persons who have .fallen
%0 low from. previous debauchery and vice; that there isno lower depth
ito which they can descend. ¢ ) :

i With veference to Chinese prostitution the evideuce shows that out ofe Chinese Prostita-
A total of 10,550 Chinese in the Province there are altogether only 154 o
Chinese women. of whoni ‘seventy are prostitutes, scattered throughout
the Province entirely among their own countrymen many as concubines,
that relationship being among them deemeéd no. offence, and no discredit.
Tt is doubful whether a similar number of English or American people
In wstrange country would show any letter record, though they might
not use exactly the same terms. In dealing with this “question it is
mpossible to avoid plain language.
. The evidence does not show reasonable ground for-fearing in British
Jolumbia ‘any.- coutaminating -influenice - from either one or the other “of
hese viced-as coming from the Cliinese. 1t may safely be affirmed that
"e white associates (few as theéy are) of the low Chinese in these vices
Al be themselves found to come from the lowest and most degraded.
lasses. of the whites, persons so utterly dead to every feeling that hecomes
ibher 4, respectable man or a virtuous woman, -that wherever they might
& in-whatever city of the world, if it were possible to find any place
-or than an opium den or & Chinese house of prostitution, it is there
ley would have to be sought. 1t .is a reflection upon.the people of.
H'lltlsfi Columbis - to assunde thatgis 2 people they could be led away by
- degraded tastés, - . o C
;“In'the police reports extending over five years trom - 1879, there are pgji o Roports
J two charges against the Chinese for prostitution, and none against
2 of the Chinese for the impropér' sale or use of opium, or for having '



