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cide in what on, that the Parliament should define what ::négs'are to
roads ato o bo ho ‘ssumed as “ Provincial Roads,” and should they

- assumed . S S

- incial  embrace portions constructed by the districts; I pre-

ol me thodistricts would be relioved from their charge,
Tollgates - and - Toll -Gates generally established, the proceeds of

ehould at oncé which would be paid.in directly to the Receiver Gene-
bo catablisted pp) “ang the expense of maintaining'such main roads

:”;mh 8% charged upon the general Revenue of the Province.

Outlin:if_ . The system of maintenance I-would consider most ef-
geacnl 5% foctual upon the macadamized or gravelled Roads would
..;u:w'.m%e .be to have regular dépotsior materials at convenient dis-
of macadamiz- tances, established along the lines of the Roads ; the

o o gravelled numnber and capacity of the dépots to be governed by
Diptta of ma- the quantity of materials required for the annual main-
* wrals. - tenauce’ of the Roads. .The dépdt on each Road

“Their number should _be, regularly . numbered and- measured and a
and capacly | registry kept thereof'; whereby' much facility. would
by cioame . be afforded in the .subsequent supérintendence. The .
stances. filling of these dépdts to be. let out by public adver-
Dépitstoto tizement from time to time as required, but care of
numberod 884 course should be taken to regulate the periods for
them to b0 requiring the furnishing of the materials with regard

ke@. °  to their cheap carriage, &c. The distribution of the
Dépdtatobe metal upon the Roads, may either be under the direc-
3"&"’ 2" tion of working overseers, or by small contracts, and in
Spreading of SO Cases when the Road it.put into an effective
thio metal to bo sfate, it will be found, advantageous to let out the keep-
donounder ing of it in repair in portions-of; say, from 3 10 5 miles,
xz‘:,gb""' the materiols fo bes used being those laid up in the

contract. - * dépOts. It is important in my judgment, that for the’
© Contracts may purposes of repair, the material should be furnished by
¢ bomadefr  parties, distinct from those subsequently to spread -it.
Secping ez, A periodical general inspection to bé made of all the
Periodical  Roads by officers of the department under whose
.genoral inspoc- charge they may be placed, who will give the neces-
m:f“‘h"r sary instructions to the respective working overseers
Tho officers to OF CONtractors, as the case mdy be, and will report in
farnish reports full upon the state of the Roads, &ec., and furnish esti-
sad estimatss. mates for any General Repair, building or repair of
"Bridges, &c., that he may consider necessary.

" . Inthe present state“of the country,before property
‘Additional  becomes more improved and suhdivided, it is very
e roaur" desirable, in my opinion, that some provision should
matenials for -be made by Law, authorizing the obtaining from the
thewoiks,  adjoining lands, the materials required for the keeping
: " in repair of these works. It'does not appear to me
unreasonable that from all wild lands, it should be
-Jawful, under proper restrictions, to take all such stone
or gravel as.is required for such public purposes with-
- out‘any payment; and when it is necessary to procure
. those materials from improved land, I conceive the
-« only compensation to be made should be for the damage
" . done to the surface, at-the rate.per acre for which the
land would be taken for farming purposes, The pro-
curation of these materials in many cases from craigs
and other equally unprofitable portions of farms, has
at even been attended with very heavy expense, although prior
" from land -+ {o their being required, the proprietors would have,
m‘%’f’u"}‘f been happy to have got rid of them in any way. Such
poues, L - powers should. not of course extend to the obtuining of
: storie or gravel from quarries or gravel °pits actually

Much expense
*in obtaimng
materials at .

opened and worked, -and the property of individu’nls.('H

In such cases, the value of the material should be
. arbitrated upon or agreed for. = 2

System farthe  The maintenance of the Plank Roads for the first
:‘}“{;‘:‘m"d few years will consist chiefly in attending. strictly to
roads suggest- their drainage, and in making good such parts where
od. - from subsidence in’ the formation under the plank, or
. - other. causes, the planks spring, or do not lie solid ;
where from attrition or decay, partial- repair may be
necessary, it can be effected, either under an overseer,
or. by letting out the repair of the ‘Road, .in ‘lengths of
from 5 to 10 miles. :

Besides these ﬁo«ds which bave boen gravelled or T
-macadamized out of the Revenues of the Province and: )
for which a system|of maintenance has been suggested
in the foregoing, there is -another .class of: Roads, to
which, in my opinion, that system would not be
plicable. 1lre er';:ﬂigularly to the Gosford Road,.
which vpens a dirépt communication between the
Eastern ‘Townships .and Quebec ; to the Port' Sarnia |
Road, whichyis an ex:g‘\'lsion of the mair Province Line
from London to the .foot of Lake Huron, and which, -
from the distance saved\by it will no doubt in a little
time become the thoroughfare of a considerable portion
of the Western travel, ‘dnd finally thd London and -
Chatham and Amherstbutg Road being a direct ¢on- .
tinuation’ of the main Provincial Highway from Londen . . :
by Chatham, {where. the Yravelling by it meets the = -,
‘steamboats) to Sandwich, opposite Detroit ;- thus form- - .
ing a continuous High-post-road from the Western

_extremity of the Province to\Quebec.’ ‘ .
The Roads I have just en\ merated are, or will bo

-shortly completed, so far as relbtes to drainage, forma-

tion-and grading; but the sulface is formed' of the

natural soil which on most of the Lines being of a rich

vegetable nature will take a considérable time to con-

solidate,- during which they ‘will require constant

attention, dtherwise they will become impassable.” Tt =~ -

is genefally considered that the imposition of tollson ; °

Roads g5 incomplete would not bé, just ; their main-

tenance therefore must be otherwise ‘provided for. In . .

many cases, they pass througha great extent of wild \ v

ot unoccupied land, and their maintehance cannot be

imposed on the scanty population adjoining. - The

Legislature must therefore in its wisdom, determine on

a system for their maintenance. g .-

- The maintenance of the Bridges I concgive should Maintcnance °
be directly by the Department, and -from their being of Bridgea.
closely attended to, and due care takeu of them, their ‘
duration will be found far to exceed that of the‘Bridges
generally heretofore constructed. ! : )

- i ,
The system of maintenance for the Harbours, should, x, -
in my opinion, be the same as'that suggested for the f?“ii‘ﬁm
Bridges. . SN

-

-

The maintenance of the works of the Canals will, Miintenance.
I trust, fromi the very permanent-and durable nature of of Canals,
their construction, be attended with but little expense, ~ *
" A steady practical Overseer upon each, reporting weck-
ly to the department under whose charge the Works
may be placed, and with sufficient experience to meet
any emergency or accident that may occur, will, with
the-periodical inspection of the Officers of the Depart. .
‘ment, in my judgment, be sufficient. In connection ,
with this part of the subject, I think it necessaryto , . .
state, that a general system of proper Registration and a;,ﬁﬁn and
Measurement of 'Vessels appears to me highly desirable meusurement
and necessary for the prevention of fraud. How far such oF Yemcle - -
regulations could bé made to-bear on all Vessels, whe- i
ther foreign or provincinl, passing through our Canals, -
is for the Law Officers of the -Crown ‘to say.’ e

The foregoing are my views generally upon. the -
“ maintenance > of the Provincial ‘Roads, Bridges,
‘Harbours and Canals. CL -
" With respect to the maintenance of another very im- aaintenance
portant-class of Works, the Light-Houses, Buays, &c., of Light- '~ -
from Montreal to Lake Huron, I am persuaded it would I&"‘m" Buoys, -
be very much for the -benefit of the Province and tend Montreal t
much to economy were:a suitable Steam Vessel pro- Lake Hurn. .-
vided ; by means of which the supplies of every des- To haves ten-
cription could bé served out annually to' the various der Vessel}
Light-Houses, and the cost of ' the necessary annual re- b mons of

pairs, whether of the Buildings or of the Lamps, &c., m@wmngf
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