
Pete borough.-Its History and G!owth.

will be found a detailed account of tlie Emigration under the auspices of the
Hon'ble Peter Robinson. to which, as being the first seulement upon an
extensrive scale in these counties. considerable interest naturally attaches.

In the year 1826, His Excellency SIR PEREGRINE MA1TLAND, then
Governor of the Province of Upper Canada, who had taken a deep interest
in the Immigrations of 1823 and 1825, visited the newy settiement in ihis
District. Addresses, breathing a spirit of deep gratitude to the Government
for their removal to his country, a high appreciation of the kindness and con-
stant solicitude for their welfare evinced by Mr. Robinson, and a warm
attachment to the British Throne, were presented by the Emigrants settled
'in tht Townships. One address, a verbal one, from the English settlers
on the Communication Road of Smith, pointed out, in unmistakeable terns
the great advantage that would accrue to the settlement, if a gîood mil] were
erected in the stead of the apology already alluded to. lis Ex ellency
appears to have taken the hint, f' immediately afterwards, the mill now known
as Martyn's, was erected under the superintendence of Mr. McDonald. and
at the Government expense. So important an acquisition to the comfiri, of
the settiers were duly appreciated by them, as the a dresses to the Earl of
Bathurst, then Colonial Secretary, in the following year, amply testified.
This Nlil[ was afterwards sold to Messrs. Hall and Lee who conti:,ued to
work it for many years.

Dumringz the same year, a number of gentl]men, settlers in the dstrict, met
together for the purpose of d.ciding upon a name for the new Town, the
reserv -tion for wýhicii had been made as early as 1818, and the survey of
which had be n conipleted in 1825. The choice was not dificult to make.
The ominent services of the Hlon'ble Peter Robinson in the settleni ent of the
country, and the high estimation in whieh lie was lied by aIl who h d co ne
in contact with him, suggested the propýiety f a more lasting tribute bting
paid o his name. Hence the choice ofthe name " Peterborou h," a n me
whiclh continually calis to mind the se vices of one, who though la ing no
claim to being tue found r of this little Colony, was justlv entiti d to be con-
sidered as among ih • most active promet. rs of ifs seitlement.

The embryo Town soon gave indication of progress. In a leter wriften
by Lient Rubidg... R. N., then a resident in the t ownsi ip of Oto abee,
in 1828, addressed to Captain Hall, and ins rted by him in his travels in
North America, publisled in 1829, occur these passages " A Town is
growiin! up near me, roads are improving. bri !g- are being b dilt ; on -of the
bes, milis in the Province is just finihed af Pe erborough, and another %rith-
in three miles of mue. Boards, and ail description of lumber, are cheap, about
five dollars for 1,000 feet. four saw milîs being in operation. Sto es, a tan-
nery, disti lery, and many useful businesses, are es ablisled or on the eve of
being so at Pet rhoroug,.'' . 4 • " I was the first settler in the 'i ownIiip
of Otonabee, and alnus before a tree was cut down ; now t e, e are nearly
two thousand acres cleard, an i 125 families, con.sisting of 500 souls. On
parallel lines, at the distance of three quarters of a mih- apart, r ads, of from
83 to t;i f et wide, are eu and cleared out by the parties owning-lie land
ail :h ough the Townsiîp." * * * ' This last winter very nearly 5,- 00
bushels ot wheat bave been taken in bv store k- eper, at Peterborough alone.
Only three or four years ago flour was transported back there, so that no
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