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ENGLISH CHURCHES.

P N T I T

‘Tha © 100 early lost™ Miss Landen, left as a legacy to
tbe world a porttolio o1 unpullished pocms, vne of
sthich is the following and beautitu] :

How beautuul they stand,
¢ ancient altass ot outr native land!

Auiid the pasture £ -hisand dark green wools,
Awid tho mountams’ cloudy solitudes s
By rivers tuoad that rush suto the sea;

By tittls brovks, that with a lapsig sound,
Like playfun chidren, 1un iy copse anid tea!

Each in i3 lite plot of’ boly ground,—

How beauntul they stand.
Those old grey churcles of our native land !

Qur lives are ol turtaal g
Dur zouls are i a weary trite and tail,
Grasping and straming—tas¥ng nerve and brain,
Baoth day aad night for quin !
Wo Lave prown worldly— lave made gt our god,
Hare tarned our bearts away from lavely things;
We seek not now the wiid tlaser on the s -

We seck not snowy 1 hed angel's wings

Amid the sunm v vkie—
¥t vidora cowte aot to polluted eyes!

Yo, blessed quict fanes !
Still piety, stiil poctry remains,
And siill remaine, whilst cver on the air
One chapel vell calls bigh and low to prayer,
Whilst every green and sunny churchyard keep
The dust of our teloved, and tearsare shed
From founts which in the human beart e deep
Something to these aspiring days we need,
To kct:i our spirite lowly,
To set within our huarts sweet thouglhits and boly !

And 'tis for this they stand,
The old greg churebes of our native land !
And cven in the cold corrupted mart,
In tho great city’s hears,
They stand 5 and chancel dim, and organ sound,
And setated services of prayer and praise,
Like the rightvous which were not found
For the polluted city shall npraise,
B3eck faith and love sincere—
Better io time of need than shicld and spear !

————

_ ~ Religious jaistcllan;_i '

LAYARD'S LAST DISCOVERIES. ®

“ Stortly after Mr. Layard’s return to Mosul, in
May, be floated down the river on a raft to Nimroud-
Thn workmeo bad been also very bLusy herein his
abstnce. A pavementof large square buscks, bearing
the usgal superscriptions of the carly Nimroud Ring, was
antovered, leading to a wail of san dried bricks coated
with plaster, which proved to be part of 3 small temple.
Ozhide the temple was dircovered one of the finest
spicimens of Assyrian scalpture yot produced from the
mounds. Itrenresents the carly Nimroud Kingin high
selief, carve” m a rolid block of limentone.  The moan-
arch wears his sacnficial robes ; above bis head are the
mythic symbols of Assyrian worship—tho winged globe,
the erescent, tho star, the bident, and the horned cap;
and i froat of bim is an altar of stone, supported on
fion's foct. The King and the altar ars Loth at the
Eoitish AMuscum with tho other monaments.  An in-
scription, 23 ucaal, accompanies the s~ulptare. It com-
wedces with the cod Ashor, then givesth: namo of the
foonder of the north-west palace, and proceeds to nar-
atehis varions campaigns and wars.  Not far from this
entrance to the temple the explorers cama to o Tecess
paved with qne enormons alabaster ~lab, covered with
contiform writing, When the st was raiscd it way
found that its very back was covured ina similar maa-

® Contlpued from lest week.

O a
ner, anld that the Littor not only gave the details which
appeased on the other side, but added, in fact, the 1o-
cords of two or three additional years. It is worthy of
remark that the facts reconted on the two sides of the
munolith correspand with those narrated on the seulp-
ture of th king in hissacrificial rotes, The tinutenvss
with which the Assyrian kings chronivled every evem
of their reign is a8 noteworthy ostheir anxiory 10 per-
priuste the memory of their decds has been praduiive
of good to ourselves. Swunding one day ona distant
part of the mound in which this monalith was fuund,
Mr. Layard tolls us that Le smelt the sweet smell of
burning cedar. Iis Arab workmien had dug ont a
beam, anid had made a fire of it to srarm themselves.—
The inscriptions spoke of cedars brought from the forests
of Lebanon to builit the palace by the areat king who
bad erccted it.  After 3,000 years the precious wood
bad retained its original fraarance.

During the scmmer months new rosms were explored
at Konyuunjik. They expoted bas-reliefs of the most
instructive description.  One room, cunously enough,
displayed bas-reliefs that had been carved by a Iater
king, for tho clumber itself, like the rest of the vdifice,
was built by Sennaclierib, whowe name and tiths wers
inseribed at the back of cach slab.  The slabs wauld
seem to have been criginally plain, and 10 have been
decorated by the son of L«arhaddon and grandson of
Sennachenib.  These bas-reiiofz, srulptured at a later
period, bave a surpassivg interest, inasmnich as they
show the proarese and changes that kad been made in
the interval by the Aswwrinn people.  Ihe Iater sculp-
tures lave a more minute finish 1lan the earlicr cpeci-
mens; the outline is sharpoz, the snimas are mora
correctly delineated. Miw Layard wmarns vathat we
are now approaching the perid ofthe fall ¢f the A«y-
rian esnpire,and of the 1iso of the kingdoms of Babylon
and Persia.  The artspased frons Assyria to the sisier
nationg and toJenia. The laterR¥syrian hasrelicls
already have a smick of e wrly Greck art as itdeveloped
iiself immediatcly atter the Pepian war.

“Winter diawing on. Mr. Layard made his way to
Babylon, but Lis excavationedid not afford him a lar;ze
return in this quarter.  flis discoveries. be saye, were
less numerous than he expected s but he cannever have
forgotten that he had quitted a highly favoured reqien
for one that held our small prospect of rewanlto the
oxcavator. The mins of Babylon yield nothing tm
dull and uninstructive bncks; and those of Nineveh
wonld have been as unfruittul but for the fortunate vi-
cinity of quarries. whirh cuabled the first builders ta
perpetuate their art andd to iansmit their history to the
latest posterity. What Babylon may have been we
may conjecture from what we find Nineveh 16 be now.
 IMethat is comely whenold and decrepid,” says Scuth,
* surely was very beaviifol when lic was joung.” The
present glory of Nineveh in its ulter ruin and decay,
may well inspirc usat Babtylon wal aweand wonder,
thouah we gaze upon rubbish, and are conscious of
nothing but the work of the destroying anzel around
us

# Soath of Mesopotamia shero were impogtant yuins
to ingpect, and accordingly, on the 15th of Javuvary,
1830, the indefatizable traveller commenced his souths
ward journcy. Weo must refer the reader to Mr.
Layard's volume for an account of this cxcursion, mare
profitadle in its results than tho vidt to Babylon  Ex-
cavatisng, as befee, went on st Konyunjik during bis
atsence, and wore proscented still further on hisreturn.
The same gool fortune 2ttended the latoaress.  Fresh
voorns in the palace werv dug out, additional sculptures,
illastrative and cxplanatory of Assyrian bistory, were
added to the already extersled lit. By the time Mre
Larard twas prepared to return to England again he
bad opencd in the magnificent palace of Sennacherib
no fewer than seventy-one halle, chambers, aud pasea-
ges, “*tho wallscf which,alinmt withoutan exception,
bad been panelled with slabs of ecolpturcd alabaster, 3¢
cording the ware, the triumphs, and the great deeds of
the Assyrian King, By a rough caleulation,” Mr. Lay-
ard continucs, ¢ about two uiles of bas-:cliefs, with
twenty-seven poctals, formed by callosal winged-hulls
and lion-sphinxes, were uncovered in that part alone of
thobailding cxploved daring my reacarches”  To foim
an adequato conception of the work doae, and the io-
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formation communicated, thy reader must tura to My,
Luvanl’s chiarming volume,—to the nobly hook of finely
executed illustravions that forms tho Second Series of
Layarit's Monuments of Ninceeh—and to 1ho trophies
of his preatest conquest, tebich will bear testimony for
ever to the importanco of bis labours in 1he balls of the
British Muscum,
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THE WORK OF FII'TY YEARS.

The following vloquent tesiimeny to the British and
Foreign ible Society will bo read with the greatest
watisfaction by every friend to that noble canso =
Letter from the Bishop of” Caleuite to the Barl of

Shaficdbury, President of the British and Foreign

Bil'e Sociely, in refercnce (o the Julilee,

Bisnor's Pavace, Carcurra, March 8, 1853,

My Dran Sin,—1 canuot allow the Beitish and Fo-
roign  Biblo Society to enter on its jubileu without as-
suring your Lordship of tny unabated zeal in its holy
cause.

1 feel it a peculiar happinessto havo been, from ifs
institution, a member of an amociation which is the
glory of our ceuntry, and which tends to promote in
the simplest and most effective manner, tho temporal
and spirituzl wellare of the whole himaa sace.

‘Thevo are few, comparatively, who can look back on
nearly fitty yearsof vonnectionwithit. Ycan. And
mo-t truly do I say, that the ncarer 1 zpproach to eter
nity, the wore lizbly does the value of the ook which
reveals an cternal redemption riss upon my mind, and
of the Szzicty which circalates it

‘fo make known that redemption in all languages,
aud to all prople, isthe noblest design thatcan enter
the humnn micd; and is one of the best evidences of
that love to our avighbor which springs from tho love
of God in Christ Jesus.

Without interfering with other rmeansof grace, or
undemaluing cburches and the ministers of God's
word and sacramente, it aide them sll, and furnishes
copies of the only inspired rule of faith and practice,
for the use of their minisicrs and missionaries, cate-
chists and school masters, colporteurs and travellers,
and all who are engaged in removing the ignorance
aud lessening the miserics of a fallen world,

1t not only aids all such laborers, in all the various
familics of the Protesiant churches, but it indructs, ad-
monishies, guides them in their cfforts.  Solong as they
giveaway the Bible,and the Bible only, they give away
the correctivo of all the crrors in principle and prac-
tice which attach to every thing human,

1 rememberthe time when it was gaid that it was 1ot
safe to piveaway the Bible withont giving also the
Common Prayer Book of our own Church asits inter-
preter. We have, however, lived fong ennugh to sce
that monstroas interpretations imposed on our Church
formulatics requine the carrection of the Bible infinitcly
more than that Divine Book can need the prayers of
our own or any other Chorch as its interpreter.

My lord, I can trustthe Bible. The God of naturos
throws cpen the worders of creation to every buman:
cre, to testify of His cternal power and Godliead; and
the Ged of grace throws cpen the wonders of His in-
spired Word to every responsible buing, to testify of
tLo salvation which is in Christ Jesus.

Every subonlinate help fer reading the hook of na -
{ure and the bock of grace is welcomed by the bumble
Christian; but 1 would as soon blot out the wendezs
of creztion on the oround of vhe il nse wade of thetn
Ly the infidel or skepiic, as  woald blot out theglories
of the Bitle hecause of similar abuses made by the
ungodly and Leretical.

No, my lord as mature speaks for itselfin its own
province, so doesthe Bible in itshigher ficld of service;
and when humbly sead, with prayer for the Holy
Spirity 1o which it directs the student, it makes wise the
simple, rejoices the heart, cnlightens tho cyes, and
zuides to heaven.

Notbing has crer yet been alleped against the in-
tegrity with which the one defined object of the Britith
and Forcign Bible Socicty bas beea carried out, and
the fdclity with which its versions bave been con-
ducted.
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