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THE CUMMEREIAL

Our Pacific Province.-

VICTORIA INDUSTRIES—~CONTINUED,

Last weck some of the leading industrics of
Vietoria, including iron works, boots and shoes,
furniture and soap manufactures, were briefly
dealt with, This week the same line will be
followed, commencing with

LUMBER, AND SASIf AND DOOR

mauufacture. There aro several establishments
engaged in maunufactuting sash and doors, cte.,
but only one saw ill is conducted-on any con.
siderable scale.  The Rock Bay saw mill, the
name by which it was known, isowned and op-
erated by 'W. P, Sayward, and was established
in 1858.  The present mill was built in 1878,
Mr. Sayward having a mill previous to that
time some twenty miles from Victoria. 1he
mill has a capacity of 6,000,000 feet annually,
aud is run principally for the city trade.  The
logs ate brought from along the coast for a dis-
tance of 150.miles.

The Chemainus saw mill; Croft & Angus, pro-
prictors. have & branch lumber yard at Vic.
toria, ‘The latter is the largest mill on Van.
couver island, and though not a Victorin indus-
try, may bereferred to iere.  This mill is lo-
cated at Horse Shoo Bay,on the Island railway,
gixty miles from Victoria, and has bLeen estab.
lished about fifty years. It came into the
hands of the present proprietors about four
years ago, when it was enlarged and new ma-
chinery put in. The capacity is now nbout 30,-
000,000 feet yearly. There are ulso shingle snd
latfl mills in conunection, with a capacity the
former of 40,000 and the laster of 20,000 daxly.
\tanufacturmg i done both for export aud Pro
vincial trade. The timber for the Ialand rall-
way wascut largely by this mill. . A. Har.
vison is the general agent for the mill. The
other new mills on Va.ncomer faland ave: One
at Nanpaimo, the northern terminus of the Is.
land mlway, Haslem & Lecs, proprietors;
capacity about 5 ,000,000 feet annually. Oneat
Comox, 180 miles north of Vicioria, on the
east coast; this is a small Jocal mill; Urqu-
hart Bros. are proprietors.  There is a mill at
Cowichan, which has been idle for two years,
It is owned by Wm. Sutton, of Walkerville,
Ontario, and has a capacity. of 15,000,000 or
20,000,000 feet annually. The first mill erected
on Vancouver Island was built by the Hudson'’s
Bay Co.

So much for the lumbering interest of the
Island generally.  We will now return to Vie.
toria and consider the sash and door industry.
Samuel Gray is the proprietor of one of the es.
tablishments inthis line,and mianufactures sash,
doors, mantels, mouldings, hand.-rails, newel
posts, and a great variety of articles in wood.
a general wholesale trade is done in the lines

- mentioned. Office fittings and planing are also
done. - Mr Gray is the patentee and manufac.
turer of the improved, self-supporting geomet-
rical stairs, > unique contrivance for saving
.room. This is a stair, elevator, light shaft and
veutilator all combined.  Quite a businecs has
been done in supplying thisstair to paities in
thé States. Mr..Gray is now turning his atten-
tion to the- Tetritories and: Manitoba, and he
hopes to introduce his goods in this direction,
especially in sash, doors, cte., manufactured

from the celebrated woods of Vancouver Is.’

land.

Tho Queen City Pluning Mills are owned by
Johnson, Walker & Flott. Everytning is done
in wood -manufactures, including sash, doors,
blinds, frames, brackets, ete. A small saw
will {a aleg run in connectiony used only for
cutting Inmber-for the sash mn]‘-;loor factory.
The business has been established four years.
The premises are on quito an extensive scale,
tho main building being 5100 feet, two stor-

oys, exclusive of saw mill, engine and-boiler

house, dry kilns, ote.

Muirhead & Mann, manufacturers of sash,
doors, mouldings, etc., have been established
since 1870, and do & large wholesale business
in all gorts of wood manifactures usuatly turn-
ed out from an establishment of the kind.

C. C. Hayward is the owner of a sash and
door factory, with a saw mill in connection.
The sizo of the factory is 75x30 feet and the
mill 43x30 feet, and a warehouse 40x30 feet, all
two storeys high. He also carries on an under-
taking business, and both manufactures and
imports goods in the latter line.

Smith & Clarke, contractors and ship joiners,
also have a planing mill and sash and ddor fac-
tory, manufacturing principally for use on their
own contracts,

Among the industries of Victoria is a  piano-
forte manunfactory, carried on by Goodwin &
Jordan, established three yecars. Pianos are
manufactured throughout at the establishment.
The establishment of organ manufacturing is
also contemplated.

CLOTHING MANUFACTURE,

T. B. Pearson--& Co. are mmanufacturers of
demin and duck-clothing, overalls, etc., cotton-
ade goods, tweed pants, shirts of all kinds, un-
derclothing and men's general furnishing goods..
About twenty-five men are usually employed.
new and more commodions apartments have
just been secured on Yates strect, and it is ex-
pected that the stafl employed will be increased

to forty men. Thisis one of the industries
which promises to increase in importance, The
material used is imported direct from the fac-
tories.

THE VICTORIA RICE MILLS

Have been establiched in the city about two
years, and is a branch of the Alount Royal
Milling and Manufacturlog Co., of Montreal.
The establishment of this judustry in Victoria
is due.to the fact that the coast has a Chinese
population, the Celestials being the principal
customers of the establishment. The rice is
imported in the “puddy " state, that is in the
natural state, when ‘it is enclosed in a husk,
sonicthing similar to oats or barley.  The first
process which it is put throngh is that of re-
moving the husk, or chaff. When this is done

there remains another coating, similar to the.

bran of wheat, which is taken off by another
process, when it becomes the rice of comwmerce,
A portion is ground for rice flour- Rice which
becomes broken during the process ot removing
the husk and inner coating, is shipped to Sin
Francisco where it is used in the manufacture
of lager beer,  To show the peculiatity of the
Chinese population, it inay be stated that the

mats in Which the prepared rice is put up for-

sale, aré imported from Hong Koug, China, the

Chinese having scruples abont buying unless

L

-than one-third. of one-mi
thickneas, that is, not above. one: tenth- the'
 thickness of ordinary gold-leaf.

put up in this way. Eventhe cord with which
tha mats ave ticd is importad faom China, The
Siwashes, as tho Indians of British Columbia.
are called, are also large consuners of rice,
CIGAR MANUFACTURING

Is carricd on to & considerable extent at Vie.
toria, there being tivo factories in tbiﬁ line all
employing white labor.  Cigars ake also man.
ufactured to some extent by t.ho Chinese.
About forty to fifty men are cmploy%d in the
five factories mentioned.  Formerly this wus
quite o flourishing industry, but latlerly east.
ern competition has been very severely felt, the
country now being flooded with castern goods,
The homne-manufactured cigars are all high class
goods, it being found impossible to "turn out
mediwm and common cigars in compotition with
the product of cheap eastern labor. The goods
range in price from $10 to $100 per thousand.
The people of Victoria have been educated to
appreciate a choice cigar, and the demand is
vory largely for the verp best qualities. \ The

leaf is imported from San Francisco, New York
and Montreal pnnmpally

Insurance Briefs.

The average term of exemption from des-
truction by fire of the theatres in Furopeu
twenty-two and a half years; in the United
States it is ten years,

The life insurauce agents of New York City
are making an effort to weed out the desd.
beats from the list of solicitors. One of the
heaviest loads that both life and fire insurance
has to carry is the dead-beats who manage to
got fastened on as sodlicitors.” The man .who
can discover a way to rid the businéss of them
can fairly claim to be a public benefactor, In-
telligent q.ngl honorable solicitors, buth in life
and fire, are o benefit to the business, and the

“more of them the better,*but the fellows;who

have proven themselves unfitted for any. busz-
ness in which they Thave engaged in the paat
and who havé'no motive or pride in -the busi-
ness beyond the oécasional commission they
get as a charity, degrade the business anil
lessen public respect for those legitimately en-
gaged in it.

The Making of Gold Laés.

One of the most singular mechanical opera:
tions imaginable is the making of gold wire for
what is known as gold lace. The refiner first
prepares a solid. rod of silver aboutan inch in
thickness : he beats this rod, applies upon the
surfuce a sheet of goldleaf, bu-nishes this down,
and s0 on, until the gold is one hundredth part
to thickness of the silver. The rod is then
subjected to a train of processes which -brings
it down to the state of fine wire, when it is
passed through holes in a steel plate lessening
step hy step in diameler. The gold never
deserts the silver, but adheres closely to it and
shares all its mutations; it is one-hundredth
part the thickness of the silver at the beginning,
and it. maintains the same ratio io the end. As

t0 the thinness to.which the gold coated rod. of
silver can be'brought, the limit depends on'the
.delicacy of human skill. It has beea calculated
however, that ‘the gald actually placed.on the

very finest silver wire :for gold Iace is not more
ionth of &n-inch in




