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'qJINISTR AND C4 URCHEB.
THrE Rev. Dr. Robb, of Galway, Ircland, desires

with thanks te icknovledge the receipt of thirty-live
barrels of flotr and oattineal, contributedl by friends
in Toronte, Canada, in relief of Irish distress, and for-
w~arded by Alderman John liaikun; alsos the sum of
two pounds cleven shillings and five pence sterling,
forwarded by Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, Bl D., bal-
ance of furtis in his hands for similar purposes. These
bentefactions have proved suitable a seasonable.

ON Monday, Augubt 23rd,.a commîittec repr1ýsent.
ing the congregation of the Presbycerian church of
1>etralea, waited upon their pastor, the Rev. J. Mc.
Robie, and presented hisu with a hindsome moracco
ptirse, cnntaining the sum of Saco, as a mark of the
tsteem in wbicb hie is personally field and as evidence
of their appreciation of his abilities as a preacher of
the WVord. Tht address was rend b) Mrs. Alex. Mc
Donald on behaif of the committee and congregation,
and was as follows . IlTo the Rev. John McRobie.
Rev. Dear Sir, - We have the hanour cf appearing
before you, as a committee, frotta a congregational
meeting held onthe a7th inst. Such wastbcsolicitude
of your people, as it becanie known that y our health
was failing, that a meeting cf the congregation was
held, and a resolution passcd, asking you ta avail
yourself cf your undoubted right, and ta take an
annual holiday, and as a fitting accompaniment ta
this resolution, it was agreed that an opportunity
should be given the congregation cf contributing te a
ftand to bc presented te you, te enable you cotaiort.
ably te take sur-h a change of air as might bc the
rneans cf rcstoring ycu te your wonted health. WVe
would thercicre respectfully ask you tu accept this
expression of good-will froin your people, and have
only ta add the olten expressed wish of ycur congre-
gatian, that you may returri much benefited by> your
rest Signed on behalf cf the congregati on. M. Mc-
Donald, M. McLean, J. McMillan, N. Scott, W. Tay-
lor, W%. Clark." For saine litile time the Rev. gentle-
man bas shewn evident signs of weariness, and bis
-appreciative congregation, unwilling that he shauld
sacrifice his health in,- their spiratuai interest, witbout
reward, organia:ed tis pleasang scheme ta alloiw him
an opportunit)y to, recuperate bis exhausted cnergies.
We uaderstand be purposes spending a few days at
Niagara Falls and front there will proceed te the
Pan-Presbyterian Cotancil at Philadelphia, which con-
vents early in the incaming rnonth. 'We wish the
Rev. gentleman an exjoyable holiday, and a speedy
return af his aid-timt bealîhtal vagour.

TUFn Rev. Dr. Biaikie, Edinaburgh, editor cf the
"Catholic Presbyterian,"occupaed the pulpit ai Cooke's

Church, Toronto, an Sabbath iorning lasi, and
preached ta a crowded cangregation irorn i Samn. ii.
'7-30. In the course of bis sermon the Dr. spoke cf
the honour and obedience that is due ta Gad. If yau
view God as tht bead of an army you twill be like sol-
diers in this sense, by obedience you will rise in the
.ranks and be proaoted, ta the highesî honour; and if
you vicw Him as the bead cf a court, by obedience
,you will be raised te the baghest office. God as tht
saine Gadta-day as inages past. Tht law cf eaven
is more stable than the law of the Miedes anad Persians.
You should honour God and obey Has watt, for tht
rrtn that honoured God, Ht honourcd thetm. Saine
light may be îhrown on the rcal maing cf tht words
Ilhoaouring God " by decply considtrang tht words of
tht text. God rcproved Eth, the priest, for the sans cf
his sons, wbo disb<'noured God. Thty kept back te
therriselves a portion oi tht offcrings cf the people,
and made afférings ta God cf the fragmnrts. To
banaur Gad as ta pay wbat as due te Ham eut cf the
praperty which may corne into oui- han ds. We should
pay honaur te God wth what God dlaimts as His,
share out of the subsLance wc.possebb.. Itshculd be
gavera cheerfully, and waîh a profaund feeling that i:
was due te God. He dots, not want us îo pay te Han
ail the property we bave. God deals with us in a
frank spitit, and it is left te ot own conscience te
lcnaw what wc owc Hia for tht bentfits and gaedness
Ht bas betowed on us. Ged expecîs tIsat His chai-
drcn wall remtmbcr Han and lias claims an tht dispo-
sitrn of what propcnty contes sanu thear hands. You
honeur God when you gave te Ham that which He
dlaims cheerfully and thancfuly, and flot grudgingly
or of necessiîy. That is only part cf wbat is intant

:by honeasring Go&. To honour God as te render to
Hum repect, teï obey thz. will, of God with unquaMied

obedience fai-ever. Ta surrender obedience te tht
will af man i far diflerent ta thnt cf obeying tht will
of Gcd. Tht soldier or sailor knows the will of bis
superior afficer, and obeys it without hesitation. Tht
society of Jesuits requires that those belonging ta that
ardtr make oatb that they tvill implicitly obey tht witl
cf mani. No human bcing should se camplettly give
up bis seul and conscience te a fellow creature. It is
robbing Gcd when tht> make a fellow-creature their
lord and master. XI is sinful ta give to a fetlow-crca-
turc whaî is due ta tht Creator. Ht that bonoars
Cod must regard Cod's will and render Him tanhesi-
tating obedience. We find suçh men in Abrahamn,
Lis, Shadracb, Meshacb, and Abednego, assd the pro-
phet Daniel and, cîhers. Rtadiness in doing tht will cf
Gcd «and la obeyiaag Hum %vas strongly shewn in the
offering made by Abrahain cf bis son Isaa,-, and bis
departure froin bis fatltr's bouse te sojourn in a
strange land. Abrahamn knew that be must reader ta
God absolutt cabedience. He weni forth freont bis
father's bouse not knowing wbere bis feet wvould s-est,
aaad when commanded to cher up as a burnt offering
ta God, the child cf promise, be abeyed. We amst
flot thank that the law wbich guidtd the ancient peo-
ple bas been repealtd. Tht saine obligation rests on
tas as it did en theni, and tviil continue until tht day of
judgment. On the day of judgnient il will bt seen
whtther Ccd approves of tht principles ihat bavt
guided ina thraugh this 111e. The Lord Jesus said,
IlNot every marn tbat sa) s unie nme Lord, Lord, shaîl
eater iâto the kingdom of beaven, but he that doeîh
the walt af My Faîhei, wbich is in heavcn." To
bonour God is te place your trust in Hiai. job bon-
cured Gcd when he said, "Tht Lord giveth and tht
Lord îaktth awa>, blessedl be tht niaine of tht Lord."
VYet job had been brought tatar ta the edge ai tht
precipice, and in anather moment might bave fallen
over , he bail Lomplained iifainst tht Lord> 3et he
honoured God. Gcd noves on a mysteriaus way His
wondrous works tu perforin. Yoa cannot honour God
untess you in spirit folloit Hls avilI. Gcd is bonoured
by ibose wbc ttust in Him. Gad bas hanour tu give
those who bonour Hum by giving tben greai spiritual
prosperit>, and sometimes temporal presperity. Those
who honour God will bc tht more prasperous men as a
s-uit. We set how wondtrfully saint ina do tht
work af God, men who are flot cultivated, or higbly
educated as many others have beera. Tlaey art men
in a plain position cf life, yet they successfully tander-
talcs tht work cf God, and Ged blesses thein. Who
are tht miea wbe have dont tht mosi for tht good ai
the world? Luther honaured Cod. Many princes
were against him, and the power ci tht Church cf
Rome was ready to cs-ush hum. Hetiaugbî tht people
te trust in the Rock ai Ages, wbich God would net
allow to be rmoved. Thea we have Wilberforce, and
many others who did thtir work steadfastly and im-
movably, giving ail ta the glory of Ccd. Thty bon'
oured Ged, and sought te serve Hum. Gcd bonours
those who honaur Hum, and gives ibein enjayments
wahich tht world cannai give or take away. Christ
says, IlMe that loves Me and will ktep M1y word, My
Fatbe- mill love him and honaur hum." Many, ne
doubi, bave seen the Bass Rock ina the Frith of Forth.
There, sorie îwa hundred yeas-s ago, a number of
good Covenanters avere confinedl in a dreary dungeon.
It must have been a sad, drear> tilt fur thein while
held in thai dreary dunageon. They could bear tht
naise of tht waves around thein, but tverytbing tIse
was cut cff frein ihen. Ged renmemberedl themr, and
blessz:d then with spiritual consolation, and poured
muao thtir beas-is a vision of fiti which sustained their
drooping spirits. If any ai tht young men or womtn
of this congregation badl net a fixed maxini te guide
thtm let thein decply consider the words contained in
the text, "lThose who honour Me 1 will bonour.1» Thai
is a niaxin that will stand the test of tint and tter.
nity. Let thai bc tht s-tle ai your live, and tht more
you feci it, the m''-t pence and happiness it will bring
you, and wben the judginenî day cornes it will bc
fouad tht rlght ont. Remember, you carnet serve
îwe masters; Ged musi be master Do flot shs-ink
away frein ibis maxim, for if you do you avilI shew
yourself te bc marally a coward. Are you prepared
te say abat you bave net courage cnough te take for
yours thai pranciple and maxim wbich will serve yau for
your whole lait? Iloenet faveur mes-cworldly rnaxims,
or content yoursclves with the mes-e ruies of life whicb
will tnt stand, but cheose tht raît wbich is established
ths-cugh ail eîcs-nty-that greaz principle which will
prevail on that day wbea <zod will judg£ the venld.
la the .en=ing Dr. BWakie Srahed in SL AndcW's
Chwac, ie te a -. z .r cd congregation.

FREE CBIUR Cl COMMfiISSION.

TWCASIS or VitOPa"Opt imUti.

Tht Commnission ai Assembly ai the Fret Church
met nt Ediaburgh,oa Tuesday,August ioth, when there
was an unusually large attendance oi niembers, anad
Rev. Thomans Main, Mederator ai Assembly, presided.
Trhe principal business was tht censideration cf twelve
memoriats concerning tht article an Hebrcw Lan-
guage and Literaîture, by Professer Robertson Smith.
Tht niemoriats were front tht Presbyteries ai Aber.
tas-ff; Breadaîbane, Caithness, Dingavaîl, Inverness,
Linlitbgaw, Lockerbie, Meigle, Naira, Stornaway,
Ldinburgh, and Tangue. There was aise submutted
Iran tht Presbytcry of Aberdeten, tht letter recentty
writq by Prafessor Smith, and noticed in these
cotuas, giving an explanation with refes-ence te the
writing and publication cf the article.

Mr-. Laughton, Greenock, la s-tply to a question by
.Mr. Grant, Tain, rend minute of the College CZom-
anittet, at which a memorial avas cansidertd iran the
Presbytery cf Tain with refes-en-: te Prefessor Smith's
views, and sbewing that tht -Jollege Commlte re-
sotved ta take no action in the matter.

Dr. Wilson then praceeded to point out that a grave
crisis land arisera, wbich wars-anted interfes-ence by the
Commission. He difféed froax tht exposition ai tht
detiverance ai last Assembly ina Prafessor Smitb's let-
ter, and pointed out that since the Presbyte-y cf Aber-
deen band not seen it their :luty te take up disciplina-y
action, it would bt tyranraical te force them, te do se.
He moved "lThat tht Commission, having respect to
the leiter a. Proiessor Smith transmnitîed by tht Ps-es-
bytcry cf Aberdeen, and te tht representations made
ta then by se maray Presbyte-les as te the wriings ai
Professas- Smith, te which attention bas been calltd
since lasi Central Assembty, and cansidering tht
widesprcad &ntasiaess and alarai as te tht chas-acter
ai these writings, resolve te appoint a committet ma-
turely ta exasaine them and tht letter of Professor
Smith, and te consider thei- bcaring tapon tht accepted
behief and teaching cf the Chus-ch, ta repart their
opinion and advice te an iii Aunc efectum meeting cf
Commission, which is hcreby appointedl ta be htld an
27th October ntxl, at eleven o'clock, that ihcy may bc
prepared te take sucb action la this malter as may
appear requisite ; and the Commission hereby cite
Prafessor Smith ta appear for bis lies-est at this ina
humc e//cturn meeting, and instruct tht clerks te set
that a citation 15 sts-ved tapon hlm in due forai.» He
thougbî it ntcessary te siate openly and frankly that
that motion cantemplatedi tht poeibility, b>' no meaais
tht cetaanty, ihat tht Commission might, set cause
te interpose is authoriîy te prohibit Professer Smith
from s-esuniring bis teaching la the Callege ai Aber-
deen-and if ihat should be tht issut of the commit-
tee s inqui->, it was tvidently ntcessary that tht Corm-
mission shauld meet previaus te tht commencement
cf tht Coltege session. Thai avas the reasea why an
in huit efflcum meeting avas propesedl te be held at
the end cf October.

Dr. Goold secanded the motion. A question was
now raistd cf graver and vider aspect than that
nierely affecting I>rofessor Smith. Hthowever, pro-
zcsttd against the. idea that in the question that hadl
been raised any new light had brakens taponi tht world.
He believed it was an aId question, and that rot me-el>'
in English but la Germait works the question had been
siated forty yens-s age, and that with more ability than
t bail ever been stattd by Professor Smith la tht

articles which land occasiontd tht prescrit re-openlng
cf ibis question.

Proessas- Macgrtgor moved .- " Wbll deeply s-
grtting tht renewed agitation la c6ftrectioa wiih
Prefessar Smitb's public teaching, tht Commissioni,
considering that tht case cf Professar Smith bas4,al-
rtady beca deali with by tht Asseaub>, and that such
inatters as that wbich lias crsged since that tine
ordinarily fait ta bc dealt wiîh by the Colltge Comt-
milite and Presbyter cf Aber-deen, resolve, in hoc
statu, ta take noc actict i atht matiez.» la supporting
tht motion, Dr. Macgrtgor argutd that there liait net
been an>' afltged, violation cf the law, but an outrage
cf tht feelings cf tht Chus-ch la relation ta 15criptu-e
Ht- neyer heard cf tht Cemmissian trying a maa, and
it was for those whe îheught there wras 'an accusation
provaLbleagainsiProftssas-Smithtbgotothe Ps-esbytmz
of Aber-deen, demand to bc recclved as prcssecuto:rs
and bave tht casectnltd.

Ms-. Donald Falcome, Cas-mylie, seconded the
moduo.


