
Thle Wood Duck. - Anas, sponsa. ~
usually, however tlie inside of a liollow trcc is selected fort fusurpose. n
the l8th of May I visited a tree containing thc nest of a Summer D;iclç, on
the banks of Tuckahoe River, New Jersey. ,It wvas an old, grotesque white
oaki, whose top had licou torn ofi by a storni. It stood on tlic deelivity of
the baiîk, about twenty yards from the water. In this hiolloiy and brok-e1
top, and about six feet down'i, on ftic sort, dccayed wood, lay thirteen eggs,
snugly covercd withi down, doubtlcss takzen froni the breast of tie bird.-
These eggs were or an exact oval shape, less than those of a Heu, the surface
exceedingly fille graid, and of ftic highiest polisli, and sliglitly yellowisli,
grceatly reseinbling old, polishied ivory. The egg nieasurcd two juches and
au cigliit by one inch aud a ialf. On brcak-iug one of tli, tlic younug bird
was found to be nearly hiatched, but dead, us neither of the pareuts had been
observed about the troc duriug the threc or f'our days precediug, and ~Výe-
-conjectured to have booii shot.

IlThis trec liad beeni occupicd, probably by flic saine pair, for four suc-
cessive yearst, lu breediug time; the person who gave nie the inforination,
andl wliose bouse wvas w'ithin twenty or thirty yards of the tree, said that lie
liad soon ftic feiale, thc spring pree(ing, earry down thirteen young, oe
Ùy one, iu less than ten minutes. She cauglit them i li er bll by Uic wing
or bnck- of thc nýc21, aud landed theni safely at thc foot of flic tree, wlieuce
ýshe afterwards led them te the w'ater. JUnder this same trc, at the finie I
-visited it, a large sloop lay on the stocks, nearly fiuislied ; thle dcci was not
more tInt twelve feet distant from the uxest, yet notwithstaudiug the prez-ence
-and noise of the workzmeni, the Dueis wvould not; abandon thecir old breeding
place, but continued to pass ont and lu, as if ne porsojw lad becs near. Tbe
mnaie usually perched ou an adýjoiuingr limb, and kept watcli wlîile the female
wNvs layinig, and also ortenl while sIc was sittiug.. A f aie Goose lad elhozn
a hollow spare at the root of the saine f ree, to lay and hateli lier Yeuug ln.

"The Sininier Duck seldoni fics in flocks of more flan thrc or four
individnals togrethier, nd niost cournonly in pairs, or singly. Theî common
nute of tic drakze is peet, peet ; but when, standing sontinel, ifhle secs dngcr,
lic niaies a noise uîot unlike the crewing of a youug cock, oe eek! oc ce/c!
Tlhcir food eensists principally of acortis, soeds of wild ents, and insets.-
Thocir flesli is inferier te thnt of the Blue-winged Teal. They Irc frequeîit
uic niarkets of Philadelphia.

IlAmong oflier gaudy fenthers witi wliieh flic Indians mrailent ftic
calumet or pipe of ponce, tIc suin of the head and neek of the Summer Duck
is frcquently seen ceverig- flic stemi.

"This beauitiful bird bias orteil boon famed, ard smon bocomes so faiiliar
a-s to, permit eue te strokie ils back witli thc baud. I h~ave seen individuals
se fanîed, in varions parts of flic Union. (Japtbia Boyer, collecter of flic
port of Ilavre-de-Grace, inforuis nie, tInt about ferty years cge, a Mr. Nathan
Nicliels, w'be lived oi flic west side of Guupowder Creci, lad a whlîe yard
swvarming witlî Suxumer Ducks, wbichlile liad tameî aud cempletciy demes-
ticated, se that tbicy bred aud were us familiar as auy etlier f aie fowls; tInt
lie (Captain l3oyer) hinisei.f saw them in fIat state, but dees net; knew wbat


