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HON. MR, LABILLOIS

ANSWERS

- (QUESTIONS ABOUT BRIDGES,

/

Local Legislature Largely Taken Up With Replies to Enquiries
—Important Bill Under Discussion—Supply is Se
for Tuesday Next. ~

Fredericton, March 11—(Special)—The
heuse opened at 3 o'clock. Mr. Burchill
presented the first report of the standing
rules committee. It recommended among
other things that the fees on the bill to
incorporate a Carleton county operative
tire assuramce association be $10.

Mr. Appléby moved, seconded by Hon.
Tweedie that the fees be as recommended.
He explained that the session before last
the bill had been introduced and a fee of
$40 paid on’it—Carried. -

Hon. Mr. Farris presented the first re-
port of the contingent committee. It was
received and adopted. Mr. King, of the
committee, appainted to wait on the
licutenant governor with the address 1n
reply to the spéech from the throne, re-
ported that he had performed that duty
and presented the message of his honor
in reply. |

In rep'y o Hon. Mr. Hazen with regard
{o the tenders for $200,000 of ¢ per cent.
debentures payable in five years Hon. My.
Tweedie read the ordersin-council reciting
the facts in conmection therewith. Ten-
ders nere advertised for on April 16,
and were opened on May 14 last. The
highest tender for the whole amount was
99.50 ~which was thought too low. After
consulting with a number “of financial
authorities the government decided to bor-
row $200,000 from the Bank of New
Brunswick on the security of a 4 per cent.
debenture at the rate of 4} per cent. for

" one year or a longer period. The govern-
ment have the.option of paying off the
loan at any time without notice, interest
to be calculated at the end of each calen-
dar quarter, on the last day of March,
June, September and December. He
thought this a mueh better arrangement
for the province than to have to sefl five
years’ debentures drawing 4 per cent. in-
terest at 993. The money market might
soon be eéxpected to improve. .

Mr. Appleby introduced a bill to ineor-
ate the Carleton County: Company Opera-
tives Fire Assuance Association; also one
to incorporate the Union Telephone Com-
pany, Ltd. Mr. King presented the peti-
tion of the fire tw_ardem,cqf Sussex for an
act to amend the Sussex fire protection
act 49th Victoria.

Hon...Mr. Hill introduced a bill to en-
able the town of Milltown to fix the
valué of the Cotton Mills Company’s prop-
erty for assessment. it

Ton. Mr. Tweedie presented a return of
#the indebtedness of St. John county; also
a roturn of the assessed value of the real
and personal property of Sunbury county.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie, in the absence of the
attorney general, introduced a bill relat-
ing to certain trust companies. It was to
enable the courts of probate to allow
trust companies ‘o act as executors with
the “approval of the governor-in-council.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie, for the attorney
general, introduced bills for the appoint-
ment of a police magistrate with civil jur-
isdiction, Cardwell parish, Kings county;

and Dorchester parish, ‘Westmorland
county; also a bill to abolish priority
among execution creditors. Mr. Hazen

gave notice of an inquiry for Friday, ask-
ing why George A. Knodell was not re-
appointed a license commissioner for the
city of St. John on®the expiration of his
term.

Mr. Hazen gave notice of an inquiry
regarding expenditure on emergency ac-
count because of wa and freshets
during the last fiscal year; also in regard
to the report of the commissioners for
consolidating and revising the statutes;
also with regard to a liquor license ven-
der in Cambridge, Queens county.

Tion. Mr. Tweedie introduced a bill to
incorporate the -trustees of the Century
church and manse building funds of the
Predbyterian Church of Canada. The
house went into committee, Mr. Copp in
the chair, on the bill to repeal the sec-
ond secotion of the divorce amendment
act of last year. Agreed to.

The house adourned at 4 o’clock.

Fredericton, March 12.—The house met
at 8 o’clock. Mr. Copp presented the pe-
tition of the mayor of Moncton for a hill
relating to the construction and inspection
of buildings.

Hon. Mr. Dunn introduced a bill rela-
ting to a public slavghter house mn St.
John.

Mr. Copp presented the petition f the
mayor of Moncton for a bill relating to
Moncton; also for a bill to amend the act

relating to the water system of Moacion.
Mr. Hazen gave notice of enquiry in re-
gard to immigration, the erection «f a

public wharf at Oromocto and the hand
book of New Brunswick issued in 1939 by
the erown land department.

Mr. Glasier gave notice of enquiry in
regard to the bridge at the mouth of he
Oromocto; Mr. Humphrey with regard to
the - public printing; Mr. Hazen with
regard to the Harris bridge acrozs the
Qromocto. -

Hon. Mr. Tweedie laid before the Fouse
the report of the auditor general, ilke
school report and the Iunatic asylumn re-
port for 1901, and Hon. Mr. Dunn the 1e-
port of the crown land department for
1901.

Mr. Todd was granted leave of ahszaze
until Monday next.

The house went into committee, Mr-
Porter in the chair, on the bill to amend
chap. 59 of the consolidated statuies of
parish courts. The attorney general ex-
plained that it had been introduzed to
neet a difficulty in regard to trials under
* {he Canada Temperance act. The domin-
jon act: provided that these causes should
be tried before parish court commissioners
but ‘the provincial act gave these commis-

sioners jurisdiction only in civil cases. The
supreme court had decided in the casa ex
parte Flanagan that the commissioners had

no jurisdiction.

The object, of this hill is

to give them jurisdiction in criminal ca<es
in ‘the county in which they reside. The
bil had been urged by the mnme:pal
council of Charlotte.

Hon. Mr. Hill said the bill should be
\retroactive so as to prevent actions from
being brought against the municipalities
or their officers who had taken prozeed-
ings against violators of the Canada Tem-
perance act in good faith and under the
belief that the commissioners had juris-
diction.

Mr. Hazen—Is this a governmoent meas-
ure?

Attorney General—Not neecessarily so.

Mr. Hazen said he had asked because
ithere seemed to be a difference of opinion
among the members of the governmeat in
regard to it- There seemed a good deal
of common sense in the contention of the
member for Charlotte.

The attorney general thought it would
be beiter to pass this bill and f any
member thought an indemnity bill was
proper it might be introduced as a sep-
arate measure.

The Hon. Mr. Tweedie said the cifli-
culty complained of was not confined to
Charlotte but existed in all the counties
where the Canadian Temperance act was
in operation. He thought the attormey
general’s suggestion a wise one, beciuse
people should have notice if an indemnity
bill was to be passed. There were two
sides to this questions While it ~vas tiue
that these persons might be in danger of
having actions brought against them be-
cause they had acted withomt jurisdiction.
It was also true that a large amount of
money had been paid in fines into the
treasuries of the municipalities, as it how
appeared, wrongfully. The parties who
paid this money now claim that it belongs
to them, because it was paid improperly,
and that they should get it back. It was
necessary to look at both sides of the
‘question. He would be willing to grant
legislation to prevent actions for damages
but not that the money so improparly
paid should be held. The bill was agreed
to.

The house in committee agreed to hills
providing for the appointment of iolice
magistrates with civil jurisdiction in" the
parish of Cardwell. Kings ,and the parish
of Dorchester, Westmorland. The house
adjourned at 4.30-

Fredericton, March 13—(Special)-—House
met at 3 o’clock. Hon. Mr. Labillois in
reply to Mr. Hazen, said six contracts
were awarded during the year ending Oc-
tober 31, for the erection of steel super-
structures of permanent bridges as fol-
lows:

Andover bridge—Dominion Bridge Co.,
Montreal, 5.62c. per lb.

Tobique Narrows bridge—Berlin Iron
Bridge Co., 4.27c.

“Faylor’s mill dam bridge, Kings county
—Berlin Iron Bridge Co., 5.68¢

Upper, Corner bridge, Kings county—
Berlin Iron Bridge Co., 5-21c.

St. Louis bridge, Kent county—Berlin
Iron Bridge Co., 5.51c.

Oak Bay Bridge, Charlotte
American Bridge Co., 66-10c.

Approximate weight of Andover bridge,
460,000 1bs. Actual weight of Tobique Nar-
rows bridge, 175,763 Ibs.; Taylor’s mill dam
bridge, 12,247 1lbs; of Upper Corner
bridge, 36,731 1lbs; of St. Louis bridge,
74,695 1lbs; approximate weight of Oak
Bay bridge, 10,500 Tos.

Tenders for the above structures were
received as follows:

Andover bridge—Dominion Bridge Co.,
5.62c.; Hamilton Bridge Co., 5.75c.; Can-
ada Bridge Co., Walkerville, 5.875¢; King
Bridge Co., Cleveland, 6.10c.

Tobique Narrows bridge—Berlin Iron
Bridge Co, Three Rivers, 4.27¢; Dominicn
Bridge Co., 4.66c¢.; King Bridge Co., 5.54c.;
Hamilton Co., 5.86c.; J. M. Ruddock,
Chatham, 7.50c.; Phoenix Co., St. John,
8c.

Taylor’s Mill Dam bridge—Berlin Co.,

county—

5.68; Dominion Bridge Co., 5.T4c.;
W. Brewer, St. Mary’s. 6c.; King
Co., 7.28¢.; Phoeaix Foundry, 9c.

Upper Corner bridge—Berlin Co., 5.2lc.;
Pominion Co., b.47c.; W. .-Brewer, fc.;
Hamilton Co., 6.60c.; King Co., 6.8ic.;
Phoenix Foundry, 8c.

St. Louis bridge—Dominion Co., 5.13c.;
Berlin: Co., 5.5lc.; Hamilton Co., b.70c
King Co.,. 6.00c.; J. M. Ruddock, Chat-
ham, 7.25c. : .

Owing to the Berlin Bridge Co. having
two bridges under contract in order to
save inspection fees the work was con-
centrated and this contract was awarded
to the Berlin Co. at 5.51c per Tb.

Oak Bay bridge—American Bridge Co.,
New York, 6.6-10c.; W. Brewer, 7c.

Hoit. Mr. Labillois in reply to Mr.
Hazen said the contract for rebuilding
the bridge near Hoyt Station was award-
ed to William R. Fawcett, Temperance
rale. The contract calls for completion
on March 15, 1902. The government is
.aware that the contractor has oot yet
commenced worlk; has investigated and
found that the contractor has “becn ill,
but is now securing lumber for the re-
building of  the bridge. In the
meantime the department has ar-
ranged with him to keep the old bridge
in repain at his own expense pending the
erection of the mnew structure.

Hon. Mr. Labillois, inlrepl_\' to Mr.
Copp, said the covered bridge across the
Tantramar river, ab Sackville; wug“de-
stroyed by fire on Junc 18th, 1901. 'Ten-
ders were asked for rebuilding on Augast
The contract was awarded to Whit-
man Brewer on August 31, at $11,000; date
of completion according to contract, De-
cember 1, .1901; foundations have been
prepared for both new abuitment faces,
also foundations for masonry tops on the
two piers. The hard pine chords for the
three covered Howe truss spans have been
framed; this with material delivered, em-

9

bracing ,freestone delivered and dressed;

birch sheathing and planking delivered
and in place; birch square timber deliver-
ed; spruce lumber delivered; cast iron
delivered and iron tension rods delivered;
estimates an amount to the value of $4,584.
The coatractor has been paid on account
of $2,600. The original contractor has still
charge. - The government expects comple-
tion during the early part of mext sum-
mer. As soon as the weather permits in-
structions will be given to the contractor
to pushi the work with vigor. If there is
any unnecessary delay on his part the de-
partment will take charge and push the
work to a finish at the contractor’s ex-
vense.

Mr. Glasier gave notice of inquiry in
regard to the revisors of Sunbury county;
Mr. LaForest in regard to a payment made
to C. N. Skinner in connection with the
Rothesay electoral lists; Mr. Hazen in re-
gard to the company which is searching
for oil and matural gas.

Mr. Burchill presented the petition of
the Southavest Boom Company for a bill
amending their act; Mr. Hill that of the
mayor and council of St. Stephen for the
bill to authorize issue of debentures; Mr.
Russell one from Charlotte county council
for an aet to authorize issue of debentures;
Mr. Hill one from St. Stephen for a bill
to authorize debentures in aid of ‘the Chip-
man Memorial Hospital.

Mr. Appleby gave notice of metion for
suspension of rule 79, to allow the intro-
duction of a bill to change the name of
James Levi Hamm.

Mr. Appleby intreduced a bill to change
the terms of the Carleton county court.

Mr. Allen presented the petition of Don-
ald Fraser and others for an act to in-
corporate the Fraser Electric Co.

Mr. O'Brien (Charlotte) presented the
petition of JVilliam Boyd, and 34 other
ratepayers of St. Andrews against legis-
lation ' which will make them liable for
town purposes, harbor improvement, ete.

Supply being called, Hon. Mr. Tweedie
said that he had intended to ask the house
that supply stand over until Monday, but
as Mr. Hazen had informed him he could
not be present Monday, he would postpone
supply until Tuesday.

Bill No. 7 was considered.in committee
of the whole, Mr. Burchill in the chair.
The attorney general explained that the
object was to enable trust companies, with
the approval of the governor-in-council, to
transact the business of trustees of estates,
executors, assignees or guardians of a
lunatic. The request was made on behalf
of the Fastern Trust Co., which is incor-
porated by the dominion parliament, but
it was thought could not act in the prov-
ince nwithout the authority of the legis-
lature. 1t has been found by experience
that these trust companies, with abundant
capital behind them, are in many cases
able to do this work in a more satisfactory
manner than private individuals. They
would be required to give security.

Mr. Hazen asked if the government had
given attention to the matter of the
amount that the companies should deposit
as seeurity.

The dttorney general—The government
has considered this matter, but has felt it
nould be difficult to fix a sum, for a com-
pany might begin with a very small busi-
ness and afterwards this business might
increase so that the original security would
be altogether inadequate. The govern-
ment would, $¥om time to time, requirs
the companies to increase their deposit,
but in no case would they be allowed
to begin business without a security
amounting to $50.

Quite a number of the stockholders of
the Eastern Trust Co. resided in St. John
and he underttood there was to be a local
board of directors.

Myr. Hazen thought there ought to be
some security against judges of probate
who were practicing lawyers favoring trust
companies of which they were solicitors.

Mr. Mott thought this was provided
against in the probate act.

Mr. Tweedie said that parties usually
came before the probate court represented
by counsel, who would be likely to object
to any such favoritism.

Mr. Hazen suggested that the accounts
of the trust companies be subject to an-
nual inspection.

The attorney general—That is a very
good idea. I propose after this bill is
passed to report progress so that amend-
ments can be made.

After further discussion the bill was
agreed to with the exception of three
sections, and progress reported.

Mr. Flemming gave notice of inquiry
with regard to an advance to the Hartland
Bridge Co., and also with regard to the
conditions upon which imported sceds were
sold to the farmers by the province.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie laid on the table the
report of the hospital, Hotel Dieu, Camp-
Dbellton, for the past year.

The attorney general directed attention
to the imperfect manner in which some of
the bills introduced were drawn. One had
no enacting clause. He thought these
bills should be submitted to the clerk so
that the forms of the house might be
complied with.

Mr. Fish presented the petition of the
council of Newcastle for an act to change
the name of that town.

Mr. Hill presented the petition of the
mayor and council of St. Stephen for an
act to aid the Maritime Edge Tool Co.,
and also for an act amending the act in-
corporating the town.

The house adjourned at 5 o'clock.

IMPORTANT FINANGIAL
STATEMENT.

o

Considering the Discontiruing of Purchase
. of United States Bonds for Sinking Fund.

Lo

Washington, March 13—Secretary Shaw
has under consideration the question of
discontinuing the purchase of government
honds for the sinking fund. He has not
definitely deeided, but it is known that
he is doing nothing to encourage holders
of bonds to dispose of them to the gov-
ernment and in fact rather discourages
sales. The present high price of bonds
is an inducement for banks to sell those
which they have on deposit with the gov-
ernment and reduce their circulation.
This, the secratary thinks, is to be regret-
ted, and a few days ago he announced
that ‘the banks which reduced their circu-
lation thus would not be appointed pub-
lic depositaries.” The fact that the gov-
ernment is in the market stimulates the
price of bonds so that the effect is just
contrary to what is desired.

10 THE NORTH POLE,

Capt. Bernier, the Canadian
Arctic Explorer, in
the City.

TELLS OF HIS PLANS.

Describes How He Proposes to
Reach This Goal — Entertaining
Chat With the Doughty Mariner
—He Will Interview the Local
Government.

—

Capt. J. K. Bernier, the organizer and
proposed chief of Canada’s Arctic explor-
ation party, is in St. John for the pur-
pose of interesting the people of this city
and province in the proposed attempt to
reach the North Pole. Captain Bernier
has just returmaed from England bearing
with him the endorsation of the Royal
Geographical Society and many of the
scientitic men of the hame land on his
plans for discovery of the great unknown
in the search for which so many men of
heroic purpose have spent their lives. Cap-
tain Bernier came out on the Allan liner
Corinthian, landing at Halifax, where he
presented his views to the provincial govs
ernment and the members of the Nova
Scotia houge of assembly in an address il-
lustrated by copious views.

The Telegraph was accorded a very
pleasant interview with the Arctic ex-
plorer, whose enthusiasm on his subject
led him to speak freely of his plans for
the carrying forward of his cherished pro-
ject. The man himself is well adapted to
the difficult undertaking, both mentally
and physically. Picture to yourself a
bronzed salt whose 50 years are forgotten
in the vigor of perfect health, of medinm
height, thick set figure, with splendid
chest expansion and muscular development
worthy of years of hard, strennous ex-
penience and you have a mental photo-
graph ‘of the man who proposes to exalt
Canada ia the world 'of scientific discov-
ery. Mentally he is a splendid type of
the man who has learnt, and learnt well,
the lessons of life in the .chool of exper-
ience. Genial and frank w':h the courtecus
bearing of ohe.of nature’'s goblemen, Capt.
Bernier caarot impress tiie stranger other
than most favorably. And he knows his
subject, not only theoretically as befits one
who has made Arctic exploration a life
hobby, but practically as one who has
sailed in the waters of the ice bound
north seas in the search for the elusive
seal. All the details of the various Arctic
voyages of discovery he has at his fingers
ends for since 1878 -the captain has been
an eathusiast on the subject. In that
year he went to Havre to inspect the
Jeannette which Delong was fitting up for
his ill-fated voyage which gave to the
world the first practical idea that a vessel
might take advantage of the natural flow
of waters across the Arctic basin to
reach the pole.

Captain Bernier has had an eventful ex-
perience. Starting to sea in 1866 he was
four years later, at the age of 17, a quali-
fied captain in charge of the brigaatine
St. Joseph of 250 tons, the youngest cap-
tain of his generation. Since then he has
sailed in every sea in command of every
class of vessel, but ever keeping before
him his pet scheme of some day making
that try for the pole which is now so near
a reality. “I have made the subject a
life study,” said the genial explorer to
The Telegraph yesterday, “and forewarned
by the errors in judgment of the brave
men who have preceded me in the at-
tempt, feel satisfied that I will p'ant the
national flag on the morthern point of the
world’s axis. 1 purpose building a vessel
on the lines of the I'ram, in which Nan-
sen made his famous voyage, of 300 or 350
tons register, 120 feet long, of great bread.h
of beam, with a carrying capacity of per-
haps 600 tons. Such a vessel should be
construeted of oak and other hard woods,
fitted with a double deck, well rounded
in shape so that ice pressure on her sides
will raise her instead of crushing in her
sides. My vessel will be of wood because
while a wooden vessel is less buoyant than
one of steel it has not the weakness which
Arctic weather and ice pressure is bound
to develop in a steel vessel, loosening her
rivets, cte. She will be rigged like a
three-masted schooner with square sails
on the foremast like the vessels on une
north British coast trade to allow her to
be backed out of a hole or channel. She
will have auxiliary steam power to help
her on her way. My vessel will be equip-
ped with the latest inventions of science
for the comfort and-safety of the party
and for the obtaining of the most com-
plete data of the Arctic basin. To pre-
vent dampness in the vesscl there will be
electric heaters in all the cabins, while T
have arraaged with Signor Marconi for
two instruments enabling our party to
make use of the wireless telegraphy be-
tween the ship and the sledge party in
our dash for the pole, allowing communi-
cation for 200 miles. The party will be
made up of 14 persons in all mostly scien-
tific men, the sailors will bhe competent
masters, the two firemen able bodied
sailors. Where the vessel will be con-
strueted has not yet been determined but
if New Brunswick and Nova . Scotia or
cither province is sufficiently interested,
my preference would be to buiid her in
these lower provinees, as the oak and hard
pine are more accessible here than on the
west coast and the difference in cost of

construction would more thaa equalize the
expense of sailing her around the con-
tinent. Yor 1 mean to make my start

about August 1 from the Behring Straits,
my point of departure being probably
Port Clarence, the port furtherest north
on Alaskan territory and where 1 can
learn before starting from the observatory

there the prevailing nature of the winds
and the ice pack in the preceding months.
My vessel will be full of provisions and
coal suflicient for a voyage of six years,

‘ing scurvy from its saline

although I feel confident I can make the‘

trip across the Arctic basin and down the |

coast of Greenland in four years at the
outside. What space is not required for
provisions will be utilized for hard coal,
which is the fuel preferred on account of
the greater steam capacity it provides for
the space it occupies. This coal will be
sent up to Alaska ag ballast in the sealing
vessels going north.”” Asked for some little
idea of the amount and nature of food
required, the captain replied: “About 10,-
000 pounds of fresh meats frozen, 4,000
peunds of compressed vegetables, canned
goods, etc. We caa get a portion of our
fresh meats in the Arctic in the form of
seals, polar bears and walruses, all of
which I have eaten and found very pal-
atable and nourishing.” Of course that is
a question of taste, suggested the reporter.
“No,” laughed the explorer, “you would
enjoy dried seal after you get used to it
as well as any other meat, while the polar
bear stnipped of his fat and denuded of
the liver is very appetizing. For drinking
water I propose to distill all the water
used with a patent distiller offered for the
use of this expedition, as former Arctic
explorers have found the use of melted
«lt iece a mistake on account of produc-
properties.”
Now as to your plan, captain, why do
vou think you will succeed where others
have failed, queried the mewspaper man.
“Because I shall work with nature where
all my precedessors, not even excepting
Nansen, worked against the natural Taws.

I feel it is only possible to get to the pole
by ‘obeying aatural laws and allowing my |
vessel to be drifted as near there as she.
can under conditions proven te be the
most advantageous. For instance, Nansen
realized his mistake in -taking a course
so far west as he did.” Turning to a
recent number of Frank Leslie’s Popular
Moathly, Captain Bernier quoted from an
article by Fridtof Nansen:

“In order to carry out the researches
which have yet to be made in the un-
known Polar Sea, the most judicious course
twould now be, as I before insisted, to
take a strongly built ship like the Fram,
equipped at all points with most modern
appliances, and proceed with it through
Behring Strait into the Polar Sea, in a
northward or perhaps a slightly north-

eastward direction, and there abandon one-
self to the tender mexcies of the ice. Such
an expedition would presumably be swept
right across the Arctic ocean far to the:
northward of the Fram’s routé and in a !

direction approximately parallel to it, andl

would after five (or perhaps six years) re-
appear upon the east coast of Greenland.

“If T am rightly informed, ‘the Canadian
government is contemplating the dispatch
of such an expedition in the immediate
future under the command of Captain
Bernier. The civilized world will await !
the results, which cannot but be very con-
siderable, with the liveliest expectation.”

Continuing, Captain Bernier said: “I
agree fully with Nansen in the above idea
as to the proper point of departure. )|

intend to take a ciorthward rather than

MR, FIELDING WILL

DELIVER  HIS

BUDGET SPEECH ON MONDAY NEXT,

Interesting Day in Parliament—Immigration Matters at St.

John — Maritime Estimate

s for Harbor and Rivers

Passed—Commercial Travelers’ Tax in P. E. Island.

Ottawa, March 11—(Special)—The bud-
get speech will be delivered Monday next.
In the house today Sir Wilfrid Laurier
announced that the government would
take Monday next for government busi-
ness and Mr. Fielding said he had intend-
ed to make his financial statement Thurs-
day, but after conferring with the leader
of the opposition it was found more con-
venient to defer it until Monday. He in-
tended then to move that the debate be
continued until such time as it was clos-

ed.

Mr. Campbell, (West York), introduced
a bill regarding the Nipissing-Ottawa
Railway, and Mr. Riley (Victoria), one re-
specting the British Columbia and Yukon
Railway. The house then went into sup-
ply taking up the public works estimates.
On a vote for rent for buildings in Ot-
tawa for government offices several op-
position members suggested that a new
public building should be erected for this
purpose. The rents now amount to $15,-
000

Mr. Fielding said the government had
arranged for new buildings in Ottawa,
which would cost about one million dol-
lars and it would be better to wait for
two or three years until some of these
were constructed. There was some criti-
cism on the cost and furnishing of pub-
lic buildings in the Yukon when Mi.
Bennet (East Simcoe), said that he had
read a statement in the press that Justice
Ctaig had said there were all kinds of
gross irregularities among government
officers.

Hon. Mr. Fitzpatrick, minister of jus-
tice, replied that he had seen Justice
Craig, but the judge made no such state-
ment to him and he (Fitzpatrick) had
never seen it.

On an item for immigration buildings,
Mr. Brock (Toronto), wanted to see im-
migrants taken care of after coming here.
He was told that some immigrants became
dissatisfied with their swroundings at
Winnipeg immigration sheds and left for
the United States.

Rufus Pope (Compton), took serious ob-
jection to making, any provision for shelt-

a n«n‘then.st\_\'a-rd direction and I differ ler to immigrants Hound. for the United
only from him on the time necessary for | States. The steamship companies should

the trip. He places it at five years.

do this and if they were not g fit class

§ st hs will fi .

am satislied 4§q “‘mm"j ‘F”él hn? n()le ?nd | they shou!d be returned. This led Mr.
my party on the shores o sl a}ier. Ross (Victoria), to say that while Hali-
our voyage across the Arctic basin. Other !, v 4 1 arrangements and every ac-

explorers have gone north to return.
go north only to come south again after |
we have crossed the Arctic basin.

“There is, I am satisfied, a strong set
of the current from the shores of S.beria
and western North America to the north-
ward in curved lines which will bring a
ship within 150 miles of the pole or nearer.
My dogs and reindeer will malke the bal-
ance of the journey and to Canada will be-
long the honor of the great discovery.

“When the ship has sailed or has been
driven to the nearest point possible to the
pole, I propose to leave her with part of
the crew and all my dogs and reindeer,
and make a dash for the pole, giving my-
self a whole summer, if necessary, to
travel the hundred or hundred and fifty
miles. I shall plant staffs at regular dis-

tances along the route for guiding marks |

for the return journey. These staffs will
be hollow stcel tubes filled with concen
trated foods. On reaching the pole, if we
be so fortunate, we will if necessary win-
ter on the ice, although I do not believe
it necessary. If we are compelled to do
co. we will kill all our reindeer and what
dogs we do mnot require for the return
journey. To provision us we intend to
send ahead auxiliary parties carrying our
bases of supplies and if possible will, by
means of the wireless telegraphy, keep
constantly in touch with our ship.

“Nansen,” concluded the captain,” would
in my judgment have reached the pole if
he had had the 50 dogs he left behiad on
the mainland. The bodily powers of him-
self and his men were exhausted in doing
the work of the dogs.”

The apparatus the party-expects to take
will be most modern, including a rever-
sible automobile propelled by oil which
can travel on ice or water, and a sleigh
which overturns into a fully equipped
boat.

NEWFOUNDLAND
SEALERS' STRIKE OFF,

But There Was a Lot of Fighting
First—Terms of Setilement.

———

St. John’s, Nfid., March 11.—The seal-
ers’ strike is ended and the sealing stcam-
ers have sailed for the ice floes. Public
opinion strongly condemned the men in
view of the liberal concessions offered by

the owners. Some of the crews then de-
The
police afforded them protection and en
abled the owners and crews to reach the
ships in spite of the threatening attitude
of the strikers. In the aneanwhile the fecl-
ing spread and scores of men joined the
other ships. The aggressive strikers board-
ed these and drove the men ashore, but
they eould not keep pace with the defcce-
tions. At length the commitice of the

i ;, seeing that the situation was get-
beyoud their control, decided to ac-
cept the owners’ terms and ordered the
strike off. s

The terms of the settlement are that
the men shall be paid $3.50, as against
$3.25 last vear per hundred weight for
seals, and alxo have free berths as against
the former charge of $3 each.

cided to accent the owners’ terms.

L

{

commodation for receiving immigrants
they were not allowed to land, but car-
ried to St. John. If landed at Halifax
they would be carried by the government
road:to the centre of the country.

Mr. Tarte replied that a reason for this
was that the C. P. R. terminus was at
St. John and immigrants arrived at that
port where they could go on board cars
to carry them to their destination.

‘When the harbors and rivers estimates
for Nova Scotia were reached R. L. Bor-
den, leader of the opposition, said he had
received information from two parties to
the effect that expenditures had been
made in this connection which were en-
tirely wasted. One who so informed him
was a warm political friend of Hon. Mr.
¥ielding. In the first place there was a
canal built at Black Point near Lockeport
from tide water to lake and after the
work was done it was found that the
bottom of the lake was higher than tide
water and the water ran out of it. The
idea was to provide shelter for fishermen.
There was also works at Clark’s Harbor,
at Etang, Port LaTour and Gullies Cove
on which money expended was wasted.
He had not personal knowledge.

Nr. Fielding said it would then be bet-
{er if the name of the party was given.
The department had no record of a work
at Black Point. Port LaTour and Clark’s
Harbor were important points in the
maritime provinces. The breakwater at
Port LaTour avas not completed and un-
til that was done it could not be said
that - the expenditure was useless. The
work at Clark’s Harbor was a useful one.
e never heard of any complaints.

1. L. Borden refused to give the name
because it was given him in confidence.
[n addition to the works mentioned he
would like to include Wood’s Harbor-

Mr. Tarte did not say anything about
Black Point. There was expended $6,800
at Clark’s Harbor.

At the evening session Mr. Kemp (To-
ronto); characterized the tax upon com-
mercial travellers by Prince Edward Isl-
and as illegal and urged that the minister
of justice should consider its constitu-
tionality.

Mr. Fitzpatrick replied that he had mnot
looked into the question recently. The act
was allowed to go into force and it was
open to those who were affected to go to
the courts. ;

My. Farquharson, who nyas premicr of
the province when the act was passed,
said it did not prevent travellers from
visiting the island, some 400 paying t'hc
tax yearly. The tax was likely to remain.

Mr. Hackett said the tax was a disgrace
to the province. '

Mr. Ficlding said that while there might
be no doubt about the wisdom of the tax
there was considerable about the legality.
He did not justify the tax, but ﬂ'lought
the question could only be settled in the
courts.

The winter communication between the
jsland and the mainland came in for an
airing. Farquharson, Hackett and Lefur-
gey speaking. :

Hon. Mr. Tarte promised if no difficul~
ties were in the way to have the }\'hn.rves
fixed so as to improve the service be-
tween Summerside and Cape Tormentine.

. A. McKinnon, M. P., (Queens Eas*;
P. E. 1) was notified today by the min-

| ister of justice that his contention in re-

gard to the provincial subsidy te the
Island not being liable to a decrease, al-
though there was a decrease in the popu-

lation had been sustained. This means a
sdving of $4,000 to the province anaually-

The Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island
and New Brunswick harbors and rivers
egtimates all passed- ,

The house adjourned at midright.

Ottawa, March 12.—(Special)—Another
interesting discussion took place in the
house today when some of the Conserv-
ative leaders came out strongly in favor
of legislative union for Canada in_ prefer-
ence to federation. Hon. John Haggart
testified to this being the end which Sir
John Maedonald desired, and he himself
held the same views. The minister of jus-
tice, on the other, hand, cited George
Brown and D’Arcy McGee as the ‘cham-
pions of a federal unioa.

As a Liberal, Mr. Fitzpatrick support-
ed the principle.

The debate arose on a motion of Dr.
B. Russell which in no way interfered
with the terms of confederation. The
member for Hants made an able, eloquent
and learned address which greatly im-
pressed the house. The resolution which
hia put read that steps should be taken to
carry out the provisions of section % of
the B. N. A. act for securing the uni-
formity of the laws relating to property
and ecivil rights in Ontario, Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick and in such other
provinces as have been brought within
the scope of the section since the pass-
ing of the B. N. A. act.

Dr. Russell said that at the time the
B. N. A. act passed there were those Who
leaned to a legislative union instead of a
federal union. Sir John Macdonald
favored a legislative union and never
wanted to conceal his view, but Sir John
Knew there were difficulties in the: way
that made a legislative union practically
impossible and there were difficulties of
a very importaat character in the way as
far as Quebec was concerned, but if there
was no Quebec at all the other provinces
saw great obstacles in the way. Some
of the provinces wanted to surrender
their provincial autonomy to such an ex-
tent as'a legislative union would demand.
The provinces would be giving up control
of what they considered necessary to good
government. . If the present resolution in-
terfered with any of these questions which
the provinces considered theirs, accord-
ing to the federal views and special ideals
of the provinces conserved by the federal
principles, property and civil rights were
committed to the provinces. The subjcet
of bills of exchange and promissory notes
were delegated to the dominion legisla-
ture. This was because these transactions
passed through the different provinces.
There was every reason why this control
should be exercised at Ottawa. Take
again the sale of goods; that subject pre-
sented the same field for operations as
did that of bills of exchange and notes.
There was no Treason why the marriage
law contracts between man and wife
should not be uniform in all the prov-
ces.

When Sir John Macdonald introduced
resolution No. 33 of the Quebec confer-
ence, which afterwards became section 9%
of the B. N. A. act, it was with no visicn-
ary view, for Sir John was a practical
man. At the time, Sir John said it was
expected that the dominion and the prov-
inces would take immediate action upon
it. Wherever the common law of Eng-
land was applicable there was no reasonm
why the sale of goods act of England
should not be adopted by the dominion.
It would have to run the gauntlet of all
the legislatures. There would be one set
of amendments in one province and one
set in another. There ought to be one
plain law governing this and a number
of other things in all Canada, At pres
ent there were one set of statutes in
force in Ontario and one eet in aaother
province. Ontario took the lead by say-
ing what Engli-h laws w-re operative there
and what were not. The bankruptey law
was a Dominion subject, yet in some of
the provinces there had ineeu passed what
looked like bankrupt laws. In sununariz
ing his remarks he said that there were
no reasons why in respect to a number of
subjects there should not be absolutely
uniform legislation throughout the Do-
minion. That was with regard to certain
topics upon which the provinces had not
.eXcluai\'e jurisdiction. A wide field
‘would be obtained, proper and permanent
interpretation secured and a harmonious
working result, all of which was neces
sary to dignify it as law.

Mr. Flint, who seconded the motion,
did not claim for it all that the mover
suggested. There was, however, some of
the subjects spoken of which might be
dealt with by the Dominion. There was,
for instance, the question of real estate,
whicl Mr. Russell would not deal with.

Mr. Russell—Why?

Mr. Flint said that the dealings in real
estate were not the hahits of people and
could be best dealt with by the provinces.

Mr. Haggart regarded the question as
one of great importance. He said that his
old leader, Sir John Macdonald, was in
favor of a-legislative union. As for his
own idea, he thought that there should
be an agitation in the Maritime Provinces
for union between all three. - He did not
see why there should be three legisla-
tures and three governments when one
would suffice. Sir John Macdonald en-
tertained this view. Union of the three
would give them a strength in the do-
minion which they did not now possess.
While in his own views in regard to legis-
lative union were those of Sir John Mac-
donald, still there was no probability of
a change in that direction although it was
the view of the founders of confederation.

R. L. Borden said that the question of
union in the maritime provincés was &
subject which had engaged the attention
of the people there. At present there
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