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WHY HARD TIMES?

Just what do we mean when we re-
fer to “hard times,” “financial depres-
sion,” “money stringency,” and simi-
lar subjects, in connection with the
City of St. John or the Province of
New Brunswick? It will be readily
admitted that there has been, and is,
something of a tightness in the world's
money market but is it as bad as we
think it is? The record of failures in
this Province will not show that the
present has been a disastrous year.
Business men when asked will say
that trade has been normally good
and that the Christmas outlook is en-
couraging.

Aside from local causes which may
have been responsible for a slight dis-
arrangement of conditions, such as the
mill men's strike, the effect of which
was particularly felt in the North
Nnd, there has been no serious dis-
ruption of business and the situation
is not nearly so bad as we have been
believing it to be.

Once convince a man that a period
of hard times is due, and it is most
natural for him to shove his cash
deeper into his pockets and do busi-
ness on longer credit but with the
prospect of a continuance of prosperi-
ty he will be the more ready to part
with his money and put it into circula-
tion. New Brunswick has had a good

year in practically every line. St. John
also has enjoyed prosperity. A walk
through the city streets will afford
evidence of this. On every side can

be found tangible proof of progress.
Developments hinted at twelvé months
ago have now become realities. The
city is moving onward. Most of the
people are spending just as much
mogey as ever they did and yet the
savings banks do not report any very
great excess of withdrawals over de-
posits.

Really tllere is nothing the matter
with the East, and much of the general
impression of hard times has filtered
in from larger centres where there
has been more or less deprt‘ssiol—l.
The Maritime Provinces today are the

most prosperous in Canada. Why
should we worry over the alleged
bogie of hard times when, in reality

we do not know what it means?

———————— —

CONCERNING FOOD PRICES.

In his latest stand for free food Sir
Wilfrid Laurier is merely trying to re-
establish the Liberal party upon a
policy of unpicking the web which the
Liberals themselves wove when in
power. If the country is now reap-
ing the whirlwind it was the Laurier
neglect that sowed the wind. Liberal
papers have made much of Sir Wil-
frid's birthday but is it not a mourn-
ful swan song for him at 72 to sing:
“Behold the havoc I have wrought,”
and then, in the next breath, plead
for an opportunity to go back and do
it all over again?

Even if Sir Wilfrid is sincere in
his present advocacy of cheaper food,
at is not attempting to use it as a
rail upoft which to ride again into pow-
it is beyond him to provide a reme-
dy hopes largely to draw his sup-
plies from the United States but this
hope is not warranted by actual con-
ditions. The reduction of the United
States tariffi upon cattle, for instance,
nearly 50,000 western cattle
across the border and if the demand
was not there for them they would
not be sent.

Sir Wilfrid claims that the removal
of the U. S. duty has had the effect
of adding to the cost of living in Cana-
da. Possibly he is right but even if
we admit that he is, does he suppose
the removal of the Canadian duty will
tend to return our 50,000 cattle or as
many American cattle when they can
be sold for more in the United States
than in this country.

The cost of living is a serious prob-
fem but Sir Wilfrid can hardly solve
ft. “Grow food"” would seem to be more
closely applicable to the present case
than “free food.” If the Canadian pro-
ducer can produce enough to meet the
demands upon him, the cost of living
will decrease. The question is by no
means a new one, even though it ap-
pears to have just forced itself upon
Bir Wilfrid. And there is one consol-
ing thought about it, High prices are
generally associated with prosperity.
An old theory of economics, the truth
‘of which has been abundantly proven
is that prosperity and high prices
usually come together.

R T —
. LAURIER Auo .ounm
Liberal mq-m vhlch have been

er,

e

arew

government to protect it. New
Brunswick potatoes will hold their
own for quality against the world,
and when the consumer in the
United States purchases them he
|does so Dbecause the quality is

admirers of Sir Wilfrid as the editors
of the Telagraph and Times. Here are
the extracts. Don't they agree nicely?

Henri' Bourassa at Smith's Falls:
“As to the general defence of the Em-
pire on the high seas, its burden should
continue t0 rest with the people of the
British Isles.”

Sir Wilfrid Laurier at Hamilton:
Proceeding to a discussion of the naval
question, Sir Wilfrid pointed to Can-
ada's position as a nation. “Every
community which had reached the
status of a nation faced the duty to
defend its own territory and its own
shores.”

e

THAT POTATO EMBARGO.

The decision of the United States
government to put an embargo on
potatoes from Canada appears to be
a cheap attempt to make tariff out of
a supposed disease that does not ex-
ist. Some time ago, it will be remem-
bered, Great Britain, while supposed-
ly admitting cattle free of duty put
a restriction on Canadian cattle, caus-
ing them to be slaughtered practical-
Iy on arrival. This was because of a

cattle, but it had the effect of pro-
ducing tariff.

The United States government low.
ered its tariff because It needed
Canadian goods. Potatoes were among
the food stuffs to benefit The pota-
to trade developed between New
Brunswick and the United States is
now sufficiently important to warrant
the very best efforts of the Dominion

there, not because he saves money,
for they are not sold any more cheap-
ly than tubers raised on American
soil. To make a tariff concession to
attract Canadian potatoes and then
reject them because of an alleged
disease, is one way of protecting the
United States grower from Canadian
competition.

It is fit and proper that the local
Board of Trade should discuss this
question as they did yesterday, and
there can be no doubt that the gov-
ernment will insist that
potato growers shall not be subjected
to unfair treatment.

e
PUNCTURED.

(Brockville Times.)

The St. John (N. B.) Globe, made
famous by the late Senator Ellis as
a Liberal newspaper of dignified in-
dependence, and still conducted by
his family along the same lines, makes
this short but pointed comment upon
Sir Wilfrid Laurier's Free Food ora-
tion at Hamilton:

Sir Wilfrid Laurier, in an ad-
dress at Hamilton on Wednesday,
appears to have come out strong-
ly for free food. That is a policy
many waited vainly to see Sir
Wilfrid inaugurate during the fif-
teen years of Liberal rule.

A shorter and more effective punc-
ture of a windy appeal for votes could
not be imagined.

oL e

The Times last evening gave prom-
inence to an Ottawa despatch which
stated that the government had re-
jected the idea of appointing a com-
mission to enquire into the reasons
for the high cost of living. The best
information The Standard can obtaimw
is that the Times' despatch mis-rep
resented the case. The government
has not yet reached any decision in
the matter. \When there is an am-
nouncement to make it will probably
be revealed that the problem will be
dealt with in a satisfactory manner.

————

The Grit press in complaining about
{he high cost of living seeks to hold
the Borden Government responsible.
The facts are that the cost of living
began to go up when the Laurier gov-
ernment took office and kept on go-
ing up for fifteen years. If the cost of
misrepresentation had gone up in pro-
portion, the local Pugsley organs

would have been ruined long ago.
e g i s

Sydney Fisher did tell the truth

in Chateauguay was the most corrupt
he ever went through. Forty-three af-
fidavits secured by the Conservatives

bribery and corruption indicate that
Mr. Fisher was right.
e G W eron e
The fact that Mrs. Pankhurst will
take about $20,000 in cash back to
England with her as the profits
her United States lecture tour.
makes us doubt the truth of the
adage that talk is cheap.

lday, the son of Alfred Willlam and

disease that was supposed to exist in'}

Canadian|

after all. He declared that the election{

charging the Liberals with wholesale|spend

Otter, one of Canada’'s most distin-
shed military men, was born near
inton, Ont., seventy years ago to

Anna Otter. He was educated at Up-
per Canada College, Toronto, and was
famed as an athlete. He was espec
fally fond of the national game, La-
crosse, and at one time was president
of the fonal La Asociati
He began his military career as a pri-
vate in the Queen’s Own Rifles of To-
ronto, and in 1864 was gazetted lieut-
enant. In 1865, shortly after attain-
ing his majority, he married Marian,
daughter of the Rev. James Porter.
He saw active service during the Fe-
nian raids of 1866 and 1870, and was
in command of the Queen's Own at
the Lime Ridge action, receiving a
medal with two clasps for his ser-
vices, In the Northwest rebellion of
1885 he commanded the column that
relieved ‘Battleford. The crowning
command of his career was that of
the famous first contingent of Canadi-
an troops to South Africa in 1899. He
led his gallant men through the war,
and was seriously wounded at Isra-
el's Port in April, 1900. His services
with the Royal Canadian Regiment
were rewarded by the bestowal of the
Queen's medal with four clasps. For
many years he held’ distinguished po-
sitions in the Canadian militia orga-
nization, and a year ago today he re-
tired from the post of inspector-gen-
eral and military adviser to the Min-
ister of Militia. He was invested
with the Order of the Bath by King | €
George, and many other honors have
been showered upon him.
. & @

December 3 is the birthday of Wil
liam J. Bowser, British Columbia sta-
tesman, at Rexton, N. B, 1867. On
this date in 1864 the Secretary of the
Colonies, Mr. Cardwell, expressed ap-
proval of the confederation plan,
—_————

THE HUMAN PROCESSION

FAMOUS FRENCH THEATRICAL
AGER

M. Jules Claretie, who recently re-
tired as director of the Comedie Fran-
cais, the great national theatre of
Paris, after a devoted service of twen-
ty-eight years, will celebrate his sev-
enty-third birthday today. The great
novelist, dramatic critic and feuil-
letonist undertook the difficult task of
managing the Theatre Francais in
1585, and in the opinion of those best
able to judge he has been the ablest
director the house of Moliere has
known since its establishment in 1680,
M. Claretie’'s real name is Arsene
Arnaud, and he was born on Dec. 3,
1840, at Limoges, famed for its china.
He was educated at the Lycee Bona-
parte in Paris, and entered journalism,
acting as war correspondent in Italy
in 1866 and at Metz four years later.
When the second empire crumbled
and the republic was established on
its ruins, M. Claretrie returned to Par-
{s and entered upon his career as a
critic and feuilletonist. His first suc-
cesés as a novelist was scored with
‘L’Assassin,” published when the au-
thor was only twenty-five. Of his fic-
tion works, that best known on this
side of the Atlantic is “L’Americaine.”
published twenty years ago.

Many honors have been showered
upon M. Claretie. He was been one
of the “immortale” of France for near-
1y a quarter of a century, having been
elected to the Academy in 1889. He
{s also a member of L'Academie du
Canada, and a commander of the Le-
gion of Honor.

In the domain of history, M. Claretie
has written a number of interesting
volumes, nearly all strongly and bit
terly anti-German in tone, including
a ﬂ\e-\olume history of the revolution
of 1870-1871, “Paris Assiego,” and “Le
Champ de Bataille de \edan

As executive head of the renowned
Comedie, the great government-en-
dowed playhouse for the perpetuation
of the best traditions of the classic
stage. M. Claretie has faced a thous-
and difficulties, and solved them. A
large mnjorlty of the members of the
troupe are ‘pensionnaires,” and as
such share in the profits instead of
receiving a salary. M. Claretie has
undertaken many suits in the courts
against “pensionnaires” who have left
the Comedie to accept more remuner-
ative engagements elsewhere, among
the number having been Coquolin and
Bernhardt.

The Comedie is the oldest and great-
est of the four French theatres which
are supported by the state. It was
founded in 168¢ by Louis XIV., the ac-
tors being chosen from the company
of Moliere, who had died a few years
before. During the revolution the
theatre ceased to exist, but it was
soon restored by Napoleon, and ever
since it has served its purpose of keep-
ing alive the classic traditions of the
French drama.

— .
THE PASSING DAY

SAMOANS HONOR STEVENSON'S
MEMORY

Although his remains lie buried on

HISTORIC DAYS IN CANADA|'

Major General Sir Willlam Dilien

pring and fall
It is good for great and small;
Cheer up, brothers' Try it.

——

Btop
Smith M a lot of money out of
l s penmanship school, I hear.”
“Yes, bulhu- was flourishing.”

An Insult

First Company Promoter to Second
Ditto—Darned fnsult I call it! See
what the old scoundrel did? Carefully
counted each of his fingers after I
shook hands with him!

Solving The Marriage Problem

“The stenographer's leaving us to
get married, sir.”

“That makes five we lost in the last
two years by the matrimony route,
doesn't it?"

“Yes, sir.”

“Then hire a male stenographer this
time. When he gets married he'll be
darn glad to hang onto his job.

One Cromide Canned

“They are always talkin' about the
wonders of electricity,” said Farmer
Corntossel, “but there's

g‘reatest achievements they don’t men-
tion

“To what do you refer?”

“The way it has killed off the fellers
who made jokes about people who
went to town an’ blew out the gas.”

The Skin Troubles
Of Childhood

School Records 8how Much Time Lost
From Eczema.

Chafing and skin frritation, whether
from changing temperature, rough
winds, strong soap or the action of
the clothing, naturally develop into
eczema, spread over the body and de-
fy ordinary treatments.

Most doctors do not give much at-
tention to skin diseases, and, conse-
quently, it is necegssary for parents
to select some treatment which has
proven a cure for such ailments. If
records of cures count for anything,
then you can turn to Dr. Chase's
Ointment with fullest assurance that
fh this you will have the means of
controlling itching! skin diseases.

By affording proubt relief from the
terrible itching, Dr. Chase's Ointment
puts an end to s g, and removes
the cause of scral As the fires
of eczema die awa ointment sets
up the process of healing, and brings
about thorough and lasting cure. As
a treatment for the skin troubles of |
children nothing has ever proven so
satisfactory as Dr. Chase's Ointment.
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Buy Your Christmas

Gifts Early
Alrcady there’s a “ Christ-

massy” feeling in the air,
which probably brings to
your mind all the worry and
trouble you had last year in
making “last minute” gift
selections during the rush.

This can be entirely over-
come by shopping early.
stock is about compete,
we have an assortment of ap-
propriate articles for gifts of
which we certainly are proud.

If you will do your buying
early, we can give you better
service, a better. assortment
to select from, and you will
do your buying much more
comfortably than later, when
our store is crowded with
Christmas buyers.

L L. Sharpe & Son,

JIWELERS AND OPTICIANS,
L 21 King Suul.s.hh.ﬂ.l.,J

a mountain peak in a isle of
the South Pacific, Robert Louis Seven-
son, the well beloved Scottish novel-
ist ,does not sleep in a neglected
ve. Today, as on every third of
ember since 1895, the year follow-
{ng Stevenson's death, the natives of
Samoa will hold memorial services for
one whom they called chief and gave
the name of Tusitula, and will place
fragrant flowers on his final resting

vl’l'che great novelist removed to Sam-
oa in 1887, and, captivated by the cli-
mate and scenery and the kindly and
sffectionate natives, he determined to
the remainder of his life there.
He bought an estate near Apia, on
He gave &o his

Will Re-o%n for Wmter

Wednesday, Oct 1st
o outsy Sipkaanass, " Fridar,

week, Mond
Terms on npplle‘lfq.
ﬁll. Principal,

" m't‘.’llr Ho M htd nnt
venison!”

Tlppln' Them All

JAn American traveller, abut to
leave his London h w make con-
nections by train with a New York

bound steamer, hu! .hut ﬂvou a ser
vant a liberal tip. “I op.. sir,” the
nr;nt sald, “that you 'ave seen the
“No,” ropllod the American, “but l
shall. I suppose I must tip him, too.

Natural—Historically Correct

“No adults admitted,” interposed
the stage-door keeper as the
mother tried to break in on the <chil-
dren’s fancy dress ball.

“But I must go in. My little girl's
in there and she's forgotten part of her
costume, She has gone on as a but-
terfly without her wings. I want to
put the wings on her.”

‘“Can’t help it, mum; my orders is
to let no adult pass. You'll have to
let your little goil go as a caterpillar.”

They Must Have Large Hands.

“I'm disappointed in those new
neighbors of ours. They borrowed a
gallon of gasoline yeslerday i
“Then they have a car?”

“No; it seems they wanted It to

clean gloves.”
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Come in ana see our Splendid Values and Choicest Setlings.

FERGUSON & PAGE
Diamond lmporters and Jewelers, KING ST.

THERMOMETERS

Men's
Viscolized Sole
Boots

For the Wet Weather

$3.25, $350, $4.00, $4.50,
$5.00, $5.50, $6.00,
$7.00, $8.00 and $8.50

Winter Calf, Box Calf,
American Elk, French
Calf, Chrome Calf

and English Grain

A Boot for Every Purpose

The best, selected from the
different manufacturers, ensures
you of getting the greatest pos-
sible value for your money.

frands & Vaughan

19 King Street

Hemlock
Boards

150,000 feet Hemlock
Boards, Planed one side.
One scow load refuse
Spruce Boards.

One scow load refuse
Deals.

Ask for Quotations

CHRISTIE WOODWORKING CO, LTD.

248 City Road

| TESTED
{2 THERMOMETERS

FOR OUTDOOR AND
INDOOR USE.

WINDOW THERMOMETER.. = = = 75cto $2.50

STANDARD

T. McAVITY & SONS, Limited

‘Canadian, American, and English

Pocket and Desk Diaries
For 1914
BARNES © CO.,

84 Prince William Street

). £ WILSON, LTD.

Cast Iron and Sheet Metal Work of

. Every Description

Copper, Cast Iron and Galvanized Iron Work
for Buildings a specialty.

LTD.

Ask Your Grocer for

GUNN'S MINCE MEAT

" NIGHT CLASSES |

Open every night in the week,
during the entire year
LOW' RATES NOW

THE J. R. CURRIE
COMMERCIAL INSTITUTE

€7 Union Street.

L

GUNNS LIMITED, 674 Main Street

M 1670

Doors, Sashes, Mouldings,

MIRRORS, PLATE GLASS, ART WINDOWS

MURRAY & GREGORY, LTD., - ST. JOHN, N.B.

Beaver Board. Ruberoid Roofin, Lumber, Shingles, Boxes

SANTA CLAUS
HEADQUARTERS

The question of the
hour, 18 “what about
Christmas?’ The child-
ren are asking it with
wondering and hopeful ex-

tations

pec
Claus is likely to
them.

quiry ‘'ss to how they are
to provide lnm.ble and

reativis dag Ty T b

of what Santa

bring
The older peopl
mullultumnI;

PICTU RES

There are very few houses where there is not a room which
might be improved by the addition of an uptodate picture, and
nothing will so add to the appearance of a room as a suitable sub-
Ject, in a frame v:hlch is in harmony with its wmmndlngo. We
have just received a large , which Includ sult-
able for every room in the house,.from numry to drawing mm. The
prices are moderate, and it will pay you to look aver our stock while
the variety is large.

Pictures Make Splendid
_ Christmas Gifts
And we will bqghdto put away any selected now
: for later delivery. :

= 15c to 1.00‘ «*

17-19 Sydney Street. "Phone M 356

¥
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