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The Upper Stewtacke Baptist Church.

BY REV, A, C, CHUTH, », D,

For some years the late John G, Archibald was Clerk
of the Baptist ohurch of Upper Stewlacke, and he has left
& amall record-book which gives glimpees of the time
from 1842, or a little before, until 1868, Aside from this
our information has to be gathered, apart from published
accounts of Assoclations and Couventions, moatly from
private diaries and the memories of those long identified
with the church's luterests, As a rule church clerks do
not estimate Mighly enough the passing eveuts in their

h nor snfiiciently magnify their office, But where
loss material is found than was hoped for, it behooves
him who takes it in hand to make the best use of it he
can, A humble bit of history is it that we now have to
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that it was thought expedient, and for the securing of
better order, to have the church set off in two sections.
Accordingly, by unanimous vote, it was agreed to do so;
and the division was to emb Lower Stewlacke and
Brookfleld in one section, and Upper Stewiacke and
Musquodoboit in the other,” But the Upper Stewiacke
fon was not {tuted a separate body until January
asth, 1851, In April of 1843, two men, Noah Bentley
and Daniel C. Archibald, who married daughters of
Abram N b, were cl and men who hon.
orably filled the office until their death, the former hav-
{ng been called away in 1855, and the latter abiding un.
til 1888,
Among the first to have oversight of the little band
was Rev, George Richardeon, who came from Treland to
Canada about 1820, In the minutes of the Nova Scotia

relate, although not oun that t either uni ting
or unprofitable,

It waa with the sainted Abram Newcomb that the Bap-
tists of Upper Stewiacke had their origin. Prior to hie
settlement in that valley this worthy man resided in
Cornwallis, being there a member of the Presbyterian
flock under the pastoral care of Rev, Hugh Grabam, In
the year 1800, Mr, Graham was inducted as pastor of the

Association, his name appears as pastor of the “'Stew-
{acke' church in 1835, '36, '37 and 38, Afterwards
Rev, D, W. C, Dimock, in charge of Truro and Onslow,
was engaged for one-fourth his time., Then came his
brother, Rev. A. V, Dimock—two esteemed sons of
Father Joseph Dimock. In 18s0, Rev, D. W, C, began a
second period ol service. January aoth, 1845, the mis-
slonary elect to Burmah Rev. R. E. Burpee, preached a

isad y sermon in the Baptiat meeting-house. The

Presbyterlan church of Upper Stewiacke, and probably
in 1804 Mr, Newcomb followed him to the same locality.
A while thereafter the d inational views of Mr, New-
comb underwent a change, so that from that onward he
was kuoown as a Baptist. In the ‘‘Autoblographical
Sketches,” published in 1865, by Rev. Charles Tupper,
D. D,, there is an interesting entry which luks itself
with what we now have to deal with. On his way from
Amberst to Halifax and Cornwallis, in February 1819,
the second year after his ordination at Canard, Mr. Tup-
per visited this part of the province, ‘‘Meeting,” he
says, ‘‘with our late excellent brother, Abram Newcomb,
and being invited by him to vieit his place and preach in
his house, I plled with the invitati This was said
tobe the first time that any Baptist minister ever
preached in that place. A small room was amply suffi-
clent to contain the congregation. Brother Newcomb
was then the only Baptist living in that region. He la
reported to have been 8o strongly attached to M. Grabam,
& Presbyterian minister who resided in Cornwallls, that
he removed with him to Upper Stewiacke.” Inan ad-
dress delivered in 1880, by the late Rev, D. W. C. Dim-
ock, st the Hundredth Anniversary of Stewincke's Set.
tlemeut, the speaker stated that Mr. Newcomb ‘‘wes
baptized by Rev. James Muunrce, who was at that time
pastor of the Baptist congregation at Onslow.' But Mr,
Munros's pastorate bogan there in this same year, 1819,
80 that if both parts of Mr. Dimoock's statement are cor-
rect, Dr. Tupper's coming to this region must have fol-

early accounts also give the names of Rev. Abram
Stronach, and Rev, Charles ], Burnett, and atill later, of
Rev, David McKeen, Rev, David Lawson and Rev, T,
H. Porter, Dr, Tupper touched the place again in 1849.

In a minute of the Conference meeting of July, 1846,
sympathy is expressed for one of their members, Dsniel
Tupper, at the death of his wife, who is referred toas *‘ a
worthy ber,” These p were the grandparents,
on the mother's side, of the Francis brothers, born and
brought up in Upper Stewiacke, six of whom are at pres-
ent in the Baptist ministry, vis., Edward, pastor of a Free
Baptist or Ghristian Congregation at Hill, New Hamp-
shire ; William, assistant pastor of the First Baptist
church of Minneapolls, Minnesota ; Matthew, now an
evangelist in Kansas ; James, pastor of Second Avenue
Baptist church, New York City ; George, pastor at West-
field, New Jersey ; and Eben, a student at Crozer Baptist
Theological Seminary, and supplying a church at
Wilmington, Maryland, Their mother married a Pres-
byterian and became a Presbyterian herself ; but these
sons, clever and useful men, reverted to the faith of their
grandparents.

It is worth poting that in July, 1853, this little body
ventured to entertaln the Nova Scotis Hastern Associa-
tlon. Many thpught the experiment to be & wild one,
but it was afterwards declared iu public print : ** The
appointment was all right ; the kt.ndnau and hospitality
of the Presbyterlan community was above praise.” An

i lon of the country and people was given in the

lowed almost | Hately upon Mr, N b's bapth

It Is told me by Mr. Newcomb's ouly surviving  chlld,
Mr, Kliakim Newcomb, one of the oldest members of the
Baptist church st Amberst, that his father was, at leav-
lug the Preshyterians, sccounted by the people around
him to have disyrsced himsel! and his family by this
action, Bat times have changed, and it is no dishonor
to be s Baptist in that quarter today., As to the subse-
quent fesling existing betwees Mr. Grabam and Mr,
Newcomb, Dr. Tupper has this to say, and we are pleased
to note it : ““These men, however, possessing true plety,
and entertaining sentiments of matual esteem, though
separated in some , happily maintsined thelr
friendly and Christian intercourse through Mfe.” It is
related that Rev. Dr. Smith, Mr. Graham's successor,
used these words in making mention before his people of
Mr, Newcomb’s demise: “We little thought that we
would have to announce the death of that good man so
soon.’ The date of his going was Oct. 7th, 1837. 1Itis
written in the little minute-book referred to, that *‘the
removal of one whose praise was truly in the church,
whose upright life before the world, and whose Christian
deportment fully evinced the truth of his profession, was
deeply distressing.’”’ On his tomb-stone it is inscribed :

pr
following terms : ‘' The widening meadows, intersected
with cooling streams and decorated with graceful elms,
presented & view bordering on the besutiful ; while the
taste and design of many of the new bulldings gave un-
mistakable proof that the people of Upper Stewlacke are
not deficlent in that proper taste which every community
needs in order to be raised to a proper height of domestic
and social enjoyment, as well as religious intelligence."”
In hie reference to the natural beauty of the region, this
writer, whoever he was, makes it evident that he had no
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Owing to the serious throat trouble that seized him, and
never left him, he was obliged to abandon the post where
he felgn would have continued and seek an inland resi-
dence. Thus did it come about, in the ways of Provi.
dence, that onr family have had their abode in the
vicinity that this sketch has to do with. Acceding to
the wish of the Baptists of the place, my father rendered
them, in the ensuing years of his life, such service as his
health would allow., From 1865 to 1867, Rev. Alfred
Chipman gave part of his time to the field, working in
best harmony with his senior {n the ministry. From the
pen of another, the long-time residence of my father in
Upper Stewiacke, from June 1858 to February, 1894, and
the ch of his mini jons, would warrant more
than a paseiug allusion. As Dr, Sananders wrote just
after the aged man's translation : ** He had & xreat and
grateful soul and was sublime in his retirement. He
kept abreast of the progress made by his denomiunation
and the world to the end of his suffering. uncomplaining
life. In him t'e community had before it an object
lesson in Christian hood.'" Benl and gracions,
if Tmay myself utter a word of filial appreciation, was
the prolonged ministry of my God-fearing parents in the
Stewiacke Valley, I will not say more thau this by way
of ,characterizing their united labors: I cannot -y
less,

Intimation may approp ly be added, however,
touching the cordiality which exlsted between my father
and the neighboring Presbyterian ministers, Twenty-
eight years before his coming there, Rev. James Smith,
D. D., opened his ministry with the Presbyteriau congre.
gation ; and side by side, as immediate neighbors, these
two men lived in fullest concord and friendliness for
thirteen years, or until 1871, when the venerable Doctor
was bidden to his reward, They had a good deal in
common, not only being alike studious, both having
special linguistic gifts, but knowing that central unity
which spriugs of faith in a common Redeemer, It is
delightful to recall the geniality and mutual respect
which prevailed between them, exemplifying, as they
did in their lives, the truth of what Jeremiah Burroughs
would have his brethren write upon .their study doors :
** Varlety of opinions, and unity of those that hold them, -
may stand together.” Between my father and Rev.
Edward Grant also, the relations were most agreeable for
the entire period of Mr. Grant's long pastorate which
followed Dr. Smith’s, At looking upon the old home of
our aforetime neighbors, the Smiths, around which clue-
ter so many pleasing and sacred memories, and remem-
bering that of their large family, but two remain, and
they are elsewhere, we have forcible reminder that scenes
below soon change and are quitted. Every old fireside,
in sooth, publishes the self-same lesson :

‘“ Man cometh forth like a flower and is cut down ; he
fleeth also as a shadow and continueth not."

(Concluded next week, )
R

An Abandoned Advantage

By what right does the preacher of the gospel claim
the attention of men ? B he has elog , learn~
ing, convictions? Besause he deems himself called of
God to that service, or because men have called him ?
Noue nor all of these are a sufficient warrant for hia
teaching men in positive terms what they ought to be

weaknesa in the direction of extravag stat It
is said by another : “* The Lord’s Day is observed with
much sacred propriety by the people, affording a striking
contrast to the Western parts of the Province.'’ Dr,
Silas T, Rand was 'y of the Association, and Dr.
Crawley was & promi figure in its sessions. An
address was delivered in Gaelic by Ronald McDonald, on

behalf of his Romanist countrymen in Cape Breton,

Hugh Ross acting as interpreter. Among *‘ Reports”
was one on ‘‘ Tobacco,” which closed in this fashion :
“* Resolved, therefore, that this Assoclation kindly
solicit from our brethren their tobacco momey to be
ppropriated to the cause of Christ.” It would be inter-

‘‘Fot some time deacon of the Presbyterian and after
wards of the Baptist church, He was a consistent, well-
informed Christian, a pillar in the church, an ardent
lover of the truth and a beliéver in its final triumph.'
His wife survived him a little more than two years.
Their home was on the farm now occupied by their
grandson, Deacon James A. Cox. There were born to
them five boys and seven girls, When the first of the
children died, the youngest was then about fifty years of
age, The living son states that in the earlier days his
father frequently rode to Onslow, about twenty-five miles,
there to attend religious services.

It was in 1809 that the Onslow Baptist church was or-

esting to know how far this was effective. If things were
put right by “ Resolutions” how very far ahead wonld
we be to-day ! %

This church had an affliction in 1858 by the painful
removal of deacon James Bentley, the fathér of Charles
N. Bentley, now a teacher in Boston, .and deacon of the
Baptist church at Chelsea, whose summer vacations at
his old home have been spiritually helpful. The father,
at stepping from a train in Halifax, was almost instantly
killed. His brother Samuel, who did not long survive
him, was then a pastor in Halifax.

It was in this same year, 1858, that the work of my

inted father, Rev. Obed Chute,  there commenced.

ganized, As an off-shoot, the church in lower Stewlcke
was formed, Nov. 1832, by the Scotchman, Rev, James
Munroe, who was still pastor at Onslow, most of the fif-
teen constituent members bearing thence their letters of

, dismission. Then again the church at Upper Stewiacke

was an off-shoot from the ome in Lower Stewiacke, Mr,
Monroe assistance to both for a while, For
some time the former appears to have been but an ont-
station of the latter, Then we find, in the hand-writing
of John G, Archibald, dated Feb, 1842, this record ;
‘‘The members composing the church were so scattered

Not asan entire stranger did he then remove to those
parts, for eight years previous thereto he was married to
one of the grand-daughters of Mr. N b. Ed d

and to do, It it because, in addition to some of the
qualifications named, he has a message from God to men.
This i gives bold and force to his utter-
ances, and isa great subjective advantage.

Do all preachers of the gospel rest their claim tos
hearing upon this ground? Many, perhaps most, of them
do ; but they do not always avail themselves of the ad-
vantage thus afforded them. For example, & good, ortho-
dox preacher announces as his text the words of Christ,
‘‘Men ought always to pray and not to faint,” and lays
out his discouirse on the following lines: He who made
the universe is almighty, all-wise and good. He is able
to control the forces he has sent forth, and, having a
fatherly heart, he will control them in the interests of
his chil ly if th the instinct he has
lmphnh‘ld‘?;l mﬂthz hutlnct.’ :T;nyu. and :-ll upon
him for help. Prayer, therefore, has a place in the divine
ldninim&n. Furth whatever argument there

the anawer to prayer is not 3
olGodm:nmtlu!h.dnhyu

Delay may he occasioned by the lack of preparation to
receive the blessing sought. It may be due to

tions the Lord is making ; as Browning says, “‘God takes
time.” Whatever the cause, known or unknown, the
onlythh;gwdohhmﬂ‘ltum
suc!

In a discourse, while -nyfnd,“:& t
are said, and while the argument el;r “r;e:l.‘m
there is no of Scripture,

at Acadia College and Colby University, (then Water-
ville College) and sfterwards giving special study to the
French language at Grand Ligune, he inaugurated, in
promising manner, missionery end ng the
Acadian French, and saw erected through his own in-
fluence, ‘a fine Mission House in Varmouth County,
But instesd of the course along which he hoped to go,
there were in atore for him disappointment and suffering.

3 20 exposition o Soetitatien o T il Poure:
and no or ] e Wi
Chrlt sradeces o srse wnd impres the 4y o
ce . ve
"'ﬁ- any other book as the Bible.

There was no accent of divine M}hth sermon,
no"'x;l::-lththm." - o




