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Hmﬁn and 'Divine Love — A Contrast.

BY THE REVD. A, M. HILL, B. D,
Romans 5 :7, 8.

** For searcely for a righteous man will one die ; yet
pesadventare for a good man some would even dare to
die. But God commpendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet siuners, Christ died for vs."

We have the Apogtic Paul setting forth in these verses
the greatness and the freeness of the love of God. This
be does by polutiog out that, whereas, man will hardly

) ily and delib ly submit hi If to death for
thet which is most worthy of admiration and love, yet
God bas given his only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, for
that which was most unworthy, snd merited only his
indiguation snd sbhoreuce. By so doing God has es-
tablished beyond nil question the reality of his love for
us

In the seventh verse Paul supposes two cases in the
selation of man to man, the one so extrsordinery that it
i» hardly coticeivable ; the other difficult to imagine, but
yei possible :

The first esse is that of one dying for & righteous man
* For soarcely for a righteous man will one dle.”” The
righteous or just wan is one who does all that law or
Justice demand of bim. Oustwardly he isabove reprosch
Of cold determiuation, pradent and centious, marked by
that graud selfishvess onlled ambition, the kindly feelings
of his fellow men fgll uwpon his heart like sunshive in
winter, melting in no degree the frozen surface that it
touches. Within bis bosom there is no echo of gladness,
sod there shines forth vo sweet feelings: The heart ia
of stone, remdering the outward man stiff, sturdy, and
righl. There is none of that energy of passion, and that
sublimity of strength which love begets iu the heart.
There is none of that calm, sweet, gentleness of manner;
that generous wiud in which there is a spring, which, if
rightly touched, yields fine tissues. In vain do we
search for love, that enly cordial which cau give a relish
even to the dregs of life. Id” vain do we search fgr
sympathy and congeniality of mind, or for those ucrfd
emotions raised in the soul, which so often shed lh‘i%
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bottom of the human heart with very little apparent
power, till rouses the man and he leaps na
armed with more tic power. ‘ There
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the bones and muscles ; the veing and nerves of which it
is composed. There are loves and affections,

and regards, associ and cles, and all the

linked swe of that strange, b

of z:m with spirit and soul with soul.”” And so when
all finer chords of men's natures are touched ; when
the fine and pure essence of sweet and noble affection
has hed, pleased, and softened the fi hearts,
then it is that we hear of sacrifices—of deeds of herolsm
and generous benevolence. Then it is that men knowing
the amouut of all they risk, are willing to stake life
itself and all life's blessings upon the success of some
r-l and generous endeavor, then it is that the powerful
orce of love gives them vew confidence in thelr own
wers, nerves them to dare all, to le aguinst every
ificuity, belleving that by so dolng will win a
purer glory and s nobler name. Yes, the devotion of
man in itssublimest manifestations can rise to the height
of sacrifice, even to the polut of sacrificing oneself on the
altar of a cause whose grandeur and holiness have
, or for a good man, whose love and sympathetic

tendcruess have aroused intense affcction.

But what are such supreme acts of buman devotion
compared to God's conduct fowaid us  They are but as
the dest in the balance. Listen tu what the eighth verse
annoupces, ‘' God commendeth his love toward us in
that while we were yet sinners Christ died for we.”
* God commendeth,”’ that is cestablishes beyond guestion
Ma‘k the great contrast between haman and divine
love. The relation of man to man, and the affection of
the human heart for a human beart, generally confines
itself to that which is above It, or its equal hat which
the heart of man hates, it cannot truly love ; that which
it despises it cannot honor, or that which is repulsive
and disagreeable, whose practices are to be condemned
and reprobated and whose notions and principles are to
be sabhorred. The heart of man does not yenerally
descend into the dens of in'guity and mingle with the
stream of wretched beings that call themselves human,
to find that communion and fellowship of which it is in
quest, It rather turus to the higher attribules, to inno-
cence and truth, purity and virtue, honor and piety, to
that which abhors the bad and loves the good, where
streams of congenial thought and feeling can be poured
fo-th to flow on mingling together in sweet communion.
Nor does it out to that which does not reciprocate
the affection it breathes in some degree ; to that which
it feelsis a malicious, envious and hateful opponent.

soothi ng influences on the hegrt. What there is of lovews/That which occupies the place of love in the human

in bis heart is like 8 watery gleam of sunshine, stream-
ing from a pale, sickly sky. Incapable of appreciating
aflections, dull, cheerless, exacting S\.Fcn and harsh, he
scans the passious of others, expressing none of his own

exgept those which, he himself wishes to appear. Con-
temptuous of other wen's opinions, and abhorent of the
u‘lﬂul littlenesses of human nature, he resent: sny
thing lke disrespect, whilst he is himself devoid of
delicacy of sentiment. So we bebold him, a brooding,
melancholy man, who commands respect, but is not
loved. Respect is & gold and feeble principlée compared
to love. Thus, aithotigh we can admire a mau whom we
tespect, yet who would sacrifice himself for such a man ?
We seldom imitate what we do not love. We seldom
sacrifice ourselves for that which is not adored. For
theére is something in human nature, which recoils from
s otiff, outwardly faultless character, more than from a
faulty ose. What though he be possessed of an im-
maculate reputation, with a conscious dignity of undis-
turbed power, yet who would yield up that which is
dearest to his heart for these ? They lack the warmth
of love. Coldness seldOm begets heroes, It is when the
hesrt is moved Ly powerful feelivgs aud swayed by
emotions ; it ie when intense affection and over-
whelming euthusiasm, master the heart, that man rises
tosthe piunacie of sacrifice. Justice may cdll forth the
admiration® of wen. It may command, or demand the
um of men. but sacrifice it seldom inspires. Thus it
is we rarely hear of one dying for a man simply
righteous or just, who lacks the essential and lnimntYng
principle of jove
The second case supposed by the Apostle, is that of
one dying for & good man. ‘' Yet peradventure for a
ood puan some would even dare to die.,” A good or
{M man—What poet in-all the richness of his imagina-
tiow bas not described such 8 man ? The goodman with
bis goy and cheerful, courteous snd kind disposition.
w to please, and ready to be pleased ; mbl.)?ng him-
self as it were, iusmall graces and sweet. allurements,
JPirm in his principles, yet soft in his mauners ; warm in
feeling yet mild and gentie in temper ; ablé to talk yet
willing to listen ; his wind full of iuformation while his
manners are those of oue seeking instruction. On all
suffering be gaz-s with the deepest feelings of sympathy,
There is a wealth of pity iu his nature for the poor and
helpless.  Hvery species of pain and suffering wrings his
beart. However losthsome may ¢ sufferings that he
endesvors to slieviate, yet he devot imeelf soul and
body to their amclioration. Buch is thejjgoodness of his
heart, that nothing inspires him with repuguance. The
diguity of his demennor—the high qualiy his mind
~rihe independence of his character, and the apparent
disiuterestedness of his conduct, gain esteem, From his
wery usture, and disposition he calls forth affection, for
be sees not | he calculates not upon the miseries or the
puine that may ensue, for the strength and determination
and the love of bis own heart give & vigorous Impulse to
sll his dctions. A mau truly woble, truly g

heart toward such o&ponenu. is the canker-worm of
envy—the lhuP tooth of hatred—the bitter grindin
{lwn of disapp and the 1 of ill-requitte
ove. How vastly different is the relation of to
mau. God cannot look above him to devote himself, az
we may, toa being of more worth than himself. His
love turns to that which is beneath him and takes even
the character of sacrifice in hehalf of that which is
altogether unworthy of him. God shows forth the
greatness of his love by loving those who are sinners,
vile, filthy and corrupted by sin; those who in every
sense are enemies, serving under the banner of the
Prince of Darkness, while presenting nothing to win the
love or admiration of God. Veritable foes, degraded, and
besotted with sin, worthy of nothing but God’s wrath,
his abhorrence and intense hatred m% loathing.

But such is the marvellonsness, the superiority of
Divine Love over human, that it can be extended with
the same power and intensity toward the *‘ children of
darkness’’ as it is toward the children of light—to
enemies as well as to allies. But consider how this love
expresses itself. It finds its expression in sacrifice. The
supreme expression of love is the voluntary surrender of
a life. This God does by offering his only begotten Son,
Jesus Christ, that he might be ‘‘ a propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole
world. He has once suffered the just for the unjust that
he might bring us to God.”

Mariners tell us that the depth of the Pacific Ocean is
four thousand, two hundred and fifty-two yards; that
the depth of the Atlantic is four thousand and twenty-
six yards, and that the depths of the Indian, the Aunt-
Artic and the Artic Oceans, reach beyond one thousand
yards. But what mariner on the ocean of life will tell
us the depth of the love of God. No, no. We with our
short line of love can never take the soundings or fathom
the depths of God's infinite love

Astronomers have been able to measure the distance of
the nearest stars, They have discovered a star in the
Constellation of the Centaur, whose light has been three

ears and four months in reaching this earth. They
ve informed usof another constellation whose light
has been one hundred and twenty years in reaching us.
Nay more, they have been busy measuring worlds, and
have told us how t i the circumference of this world
and how tis its diameter. Ves, they have kept on
until they have weighed our planet and found its weight
to be six sextillion tons. But what spiritual
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bosoms. - Dreams and hopes and expectations, softer
calmer, and more profound than ever have entered
before, may flow in upon our hearts like the stream of
some decp. dpnre river washing away all that is rude and
unboly and unworthy in them, yet, who will dare to
lll]mou that he has in any way penetrated to the depths
of the great heart of God. Who will dare to u&uut he
can understand in any degree the intensity, the great-
ness, the freeness and boundlessness of the love which
found expression in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. ** For
God 50 loved the world that he sent his only begotten
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish
but have everlasting lifg."

Asis well known the great musician Beethoven was
deaf and much more so at some moments than-at others.
On one occasion when a visitor eniered, Beethoven was
{hylu‘ one of his finest compositions which had not at
hat time been given to the world, and his back being
turned toward the door he did not perceive that any one
came in. As he went ou, all the various appearances of
intense delight and emotion, passed over his countenance
and at len the tears rolled down his cheeks as he con-
clnded. The visitor theén laid his hand upon his arm
and made him awsre of how great was his admiration of
all he bad just heard ‘' Alas, my friend, replied the
great harmonist, I have but caught a few notes, but the
grandness of the full harmony I can only imagine.'
And this is onr position with respect to the love of God.
Our cold, dull and ungrateful hearts only oatch a few
notes of the ** Song of Love ' but as to what the fullness
of the ote grand harmoay must be, we can only imagine,
The sky, the soa, the insect world uvm the wing, and
all nature, diversified though it may be unite in & glor-
fous anthem ' God fs love.” Bat though, the love of
God be unfethomable yet men may progress in the
knowledge of its greatness and vastuess We have in
onr bosoms the power to feel & part of that love. Wonld
we have that power increased ! Than let ns devout our
selven to the attalnment of pure and noble hearts,
capable of every generous and every ardent feeling. To
the attalnment uf graud and comprehensive mivds able
to forn and to receive every elevated thouglt and fine
ides. -Above all, let us devote ourselves and ¥irect our
affections to the God who loves us, knowlng well that
we shall find nothing which can compare to his love,
nothing so bright, nothiug so sweet, nothing so entranc
ing, nothing s> ennobling Would that every sinner
who has almost shut out of his nature all the exquisite

ualities of love, would that be might realize the lgye of

od how great it s Would that every libertin¥ and
every debauchee who has almost destroyed withiu his
bosom the power of comprehending what love in its
purity is, wonld that he might lsten to the sweet melody
‘* Christ died for sinners such as he.”” Would that thoee
upon whom disappointment has broken, who have
learned the bitter lessons that hope has told idle tales,
that fortune is of fickle favor, that friendships are too
often false, that enjoyment itself i« often & vanity, and
that all must suffer and grieve and repent in the midst
of a world which st first seemed bright and happy.
Would that they might partake of the love of God which
furnishes a balm for many wounds and surrounds with
an atmosphere of lope and joy. Oh that all might
render unto God the homage of grateful heartssince ‘' he
has commended his love toward us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died for us.”

‘I only know
I cannot go
Beyond his love and care.”

PR
Wanted—An Ethical Revival.

BY REV. H. R. HATCH, M. A. NO I

The term ‘‘ethical * is usually synonymous with the
word, ‘‘moral’: but we mean by ‘‘ethical revival’
something more than a ‘‘ moral revival,"” unless by
moral is meant a morality which recognizes God as the
ground of obligation. Throughout this peper the
‘‘ ethics "’ we speak about is ‘* Christian ethics.” We
use the expression, ‘‘ ethical revival,”’ meaning by it'a
larger recognition of the teachings of Jesus in their ap-
plication to life. Such a revival will always be in order
until life has become perfected in the full vision of God
in Christ Jesus.

1. At the very start it may be best to inquire into the
relationship which exists between the religions and the
ethical, as distinct elements in our life,

So far as history goes, these elements have been co-
existing factors in huwan life, Given the religious ele-
ment, and we may be sure that the moral element, in
some sort, has existed withit. Not only hayve the two
elements been co-existing, in the life of man, they have
also been ive, the one helping the other.

The history of Israel, for example, is a good illus-

has ever been able to measure the eternal and boundless
love of Jesus Christ? Think of it—'' the just sufferi
for the unjust.” No, no. We with our warying
always changing affections cannot to the heights
of God's affection for us.

Many wise men have lived. We have read of Thales,
Solon, Chiro, Pittacus, Clecbulus, Periander, Auog
Socrates, Plato, Solomon. But what wise man with all

ol ver

by

Sruly upright and slucere, there s in his heart all that
warmest, t2nderes' passion can dictate. Thus as the

of the firmawent are reflected in the bosom

o p. wnrufiied stream of the valley, so does
4 shine in him with’s clear, yet subdued

b M.Ih:‘; love uhl:‘h ' vaunteth not iteelf is not
provoked" is visible in the deporiment of its

m and sbeds an indescribable chnmm the tone
“ ol bl i,

Admirstion and love for such & man impel, nay, does
impel men to make sacrifices.  Within the bosom of man
be found those better feelings and nobler emotions,
Mesns oan only be found to touch them and make
vibrate. Loye will often li» rlumbering ot the

and p has ¢
fully hended the love of God? Read the
M Five "

tration of the fact which we have just stated. The Old
Testament not only records the development of a divine
revelation, but it also sets forth the progress of morals.
The two elements went on together. The teachers of
ancient Israel made no distiuction between religious and
moral, They taught that man has a spiritual relation-
ship with Gol which brings him into direct, vital touch
with Deity, and Deity into direct, vital touch with him.
The religions el is the apprehension of this re-
lationship through faith ; the ethical element, the out-

e Persian, " Zandavesia,

ward expression of this sense of relationship with the
Lord by a life of loving service. The Hebrews had no
word for ' moral,” or ' ethical" ; they did have, how.
ever, the word ' righteonsness,” and that word sums up
their idea of the moral requirements of Deity for their
lives.

We notice, further, that in the several revivale mention-
ol inthe OM Testament there was an advance in both
religlion and sthics : that is, there was a larger vision of
God and a more strenuons attempt to realize the vislen
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