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Sir-Wilfrid_Laurior Forced to M
b'{ Us,om‘erfi Important Changes in
7 Redistribution Bill So Far as
““Relates to.the Province of Onta

‘”0.

g (Special C‘or. of the 8un.)

OTTAWA, Sept. 26.—The house
commons disposed of a lot of busin
uring the past week. The G. T. H

eal vand it redistribution

% asedd thr h the critical st:
in committee, and the latter has bg
given a third reading. This me:
that thefitwo njost, contentious = med
ures Introduced 'by the governmd
have practically been disposed
There remains for  consideration
bill to amend the Audit Act, a port
aof .the .main, estimates, further supp
méntdry ‘estimates, and the rail
subsidies. - If rumor is to be credit]
the estimates and railway subsid
will amount to $40,000,000, which
mean that Canada will be saddled v
an expenditure for the year 1903-04
something like one hundred mill
dollars. Coming from a governm
who staked its life on its thorough
lief in economy, this will be rather
staggerer to the electorate. ““‘Stagg
ing humanity” seems to be a pasti
with Sir ‘Wilfrid Laurier, who H
thrown into the political arena wit}
the past three months, without cons}
eration, some of the wildest scheng
that have ever been broached in ¢t}
country. The opposition, howe
syill do its best in the event of all thd
rumors proving true to restrain
government and 'save the counf
from the imposition of such magn
vent debts.

Hon. W, S. Fielding was most h
morous the other day when he ve
turad the observation that in the ma
ter of 'provincial autonomy for t
INorthwest Territories the governme)
desired to .proceed with caution.
finance minister assured the commo:
that the wise administration now
ing at the ‘capital invariably hand
large questions in a most deliberati
manner. Well, the Grand Trunk P
cific scheme has been rather hurled
the -public. ‘“Time .cannot wait,” . wi

the predominating argument offered }
8ir  Wilfrid Laurier -in support of ti

scheme. “Heaven grant that we mas
not be -too late,” was a useful auxil
tary advanced in support of the “Tk
camnot ;wait’. feature of the premie
mRrgument. . It will not be a matter
gurprise, therefore, that a broad smi
greeted Mr. Fielding’s rather inconsi
tent venture that the government a
ways:proceeds with due caution
matters which involve a drastic chang
in the fixed policy of the country, T
page boys almost saw the joke. - Prq
vincial autonomy for the Northwest
one -of- the things the governmeq
wishes to avoid, inasmuch as it wou!
mean an end to political influence
that section of Canada of the fine Ita
18n hand of Hon. Clifford Sifton; a
80 in this instance deliberation is t
predominating feature of the gover
ment's’ policy. In a small matter I
the Grand Trunk Pacific, involving a
expenditure of $100,000,000, deliberatio
is swept aside, but it is harg to reco
cile .6neself -t0 the “inconsistencies ¢
the-situation.” .

But the question of the progress o
business in the commons is under co
sider=tion ‘and - must not be lost sigh
of.  The present indications are tha
prorogation ‘will come somewhere b
tween 'Octobeér 15th -and 22nd. Thel
will mean that parliament will hav
sat a few days over seven months, an
it is unlikely that any such session wi
be seen for some time to come. Th
conser¥ative opposition, which ha
been ridiculed by the liberal press a
e weak one, has succeeded in holdin
up the “strongest business cabinet eve
assembled iin .any country’ for a rathe
emharrassing ‘period. - If the libera

' press persists in"Teferring to the op

position -as a weak aggregation, it ca
hardly~hope to impress the electorat
with the tremendous debating power:
on’ the government side of the house
The Grand Trunk Pacific debate haf
not strengthened the argument tha
ihe ‘ministerial benches are occupie:
by such ‘renowned debaters that thd
public have been led to believe, and i
Hansard is used on the hustings th{
government 'policy is bound to comd
put at the small end of the board.

In the matter of the redistributio
®Bill© Sir Wilfrid ' Laurier has bee
forced to' consent to changes in tht
constituencies of Waterloo and Hast
Ings,” which are virtually a confessio
of the. weakness of the committee
which he proposed should deal wit
the much-vexed question of arranging
the electoral changes throughout th
country. The prime minister, at ond
of the sittings on the bill, held up
map {llustrating his view of the case
and another setting forth the proposals
made by the opposition. He pointec
with a certain amount of pride to th
liberal scheme and defended it in
most vigorous manner. There was
nothing for the people of Waterloo to
complain of. The government was
gimply remedying the injustice done to
that. county by the gerrymander -of
3882. In regard to Hastings Sir WH-
frid used the same line of argument;
But when  the independent press o
Canada took” up the cudgels and de-
mianded. fair play for the opposition in
those two ridings Sir Wilfrid was
forced -to - substantiate, in a small
easure, N, promise made on Marech
Blst, that the object of the government




