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Govemment
"Bu'sm'e'ss.

Important Statement by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier in the
Commons.

Finance Minister Fielding Will |

Make His Budget Speech
To-Morrow.

The Pacific Cablé--Sena.te Reform |

Resolutions--A Redistribu-
tion Bill.

Duty on Coal 0il Will Not Be Re-
duced--Regu’ations To Be
Changed.

Ottawa, May 1.—(Special.)—It is re-
ported to-day that there will be no re-
duction in the coal oil duty, but that the
irksome regulations will be changed so
s to meet to some extent the wide
views of those who have been pressing
n the government for changes in the
segulations, as well as a reduction in the
nterests of consumers.

In the House to-day Premier Laurier
save the information asked for by Mr.
;. E. Foster on Friday last, as to the
covernment business for the session.

The Premier said that Hon. W. S.
I"ielding would deliver his budget speech
o-morrow. After that the Drummond
ounty railway and the Pacific cable
esolution would be taken up. Other
sovernment business to be introduced
vould be the Senate reform resolutions,
4 redistribution bill and certain resolu-
in respect to railways, which
means railway subsidies and supplemen-
tary estimates. All these matters would
w: introduced before the business now
m the order paper was disposed of.

Col. Prior moved his resolution for
papers, correspoirdence,: ete., ‘in regard
to Deadman’s -Island. He said that he
would not say anything on the subject
till he got the papers.

Dr. Borden said that it would ‘be -best
to leave  discnssion until such time as
the negotigtions: between Mr. Ludgate
and the ecity hdad been completed. ™

Sir Louis Davies said in reply o Mr.
W. W. B. McInnes that the lght on
Brotchie ledge, opposite ~Victoria, had
heen completed and would be placed in
operation this year,

Hon. A. G. Blair said that the C.P.R.
did not submit the revision of its rates
on the Crow’s Nest Pass branch for the
approval of the Governor-General-in-
(Council.

Sailors
Are Alive.

nons

\

News of the American Relief
Party Captured by
Filivinoes.

They Are Reported To Be Im-
prisoned at the Enemy’s -
Headquarters.

Washington, May 1.—The - following
cablegram was received from Admiral
Dewey to-day:

“Manila, April 30, to Secretary of the
Navy, Washington: According to ap-
parently reliable information ten of the
crew of ‘the Yorktown’s boat; including
Gilmore,Jare prisoners ~dt- insurgent

wu«iqulrt rs. I am contmumg investiga-
tiom. 1\1°‘ﬂéd) Dewey.”

INOTBER NEGRO LYNCHED.

Having Confessed Setting Fire to a Barn H
Was Taken From Jail and Hanged.

Memphis, Tenn., May 1.—A despatch
woived here last night states that Wil-

< Zos, a negro, aged 30, was taken from
jail at Osceola, Ark., on Sunday morn-
ing and hanged in the jail yard by a
inch of 40 men.

Zes was in jail on a charge of barn!
After being suspended in mid- |
‘ir twice the negro confessed the erime

which he was charged, and was then |

furning.

vnved Several houses were burned in
I nejghborhood of Osceola recently,
nd this is given as the reason for the
umob taking the law into its jurisdiction.

RACIAL TROUBLES IN ‘THE STATES.

__.O_—

Syracuse., N.Y., May 1. Rev. Callis
reached last night at a M. E. Zion church.
red, on the racial troubles in the souti.
He said while the women of the south had
t protected their own chastity, he ciade
vlea for the organ'zation cof colored men,
Z500,000 of whom were able to carry arms.
Hi predicted that if the murders of ‘eolor-
nen in the south did not cease, there
Il be a conflict petween black and |
men. He saild brethren in the

looked to the north for salvation.

e e e e e e

MAY DAY.

London,
« passed off quietly here and on the
"ment,  The customary labor dem-

trition in London consisted of a
vssion from the Thames embank-

1o Hyde Park. There was also a
horse parade, the animals being
decked with ribbons, ete. This
~<sion paraded the streets in the

f London. !

the continent work was proceeding
sual except in Italy, where the day
cclebrated as a day of rest, There

* berfect order everywhere,

()

.__o.——
May 1.—May Day celebra-

UNKNOWN MAN POISONED.

—-0— ;
- Chicago, May~l=The. bnlg—vf-a.n mnP

dﬂnt ficd man was found in a room in an
| opium resort early to-day. 'The poliee
| believe’ he was murdered by a woman
. who accompanied Wm to the place and
| left him there. The physician who 'made
. an examination said’ the man  provably
died from poison.

I “LITTLE ENGIIN_DE‘RS”
! ANT.

s, * o ’
i TLondon, May 1.—In :the House of
Commons to-day the nght Hon. Sir

{ Michael Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of the !

| Bxchequer, announced that the govern-
ment had failed to come to an agree-
{ ment with Mr. Cecil Rhodes respecting

the proposed guarantee to._the Cape to ;

Cairo Railway.

cheers by
House.

MUST REMAIN IN PRISGXN.

New York, May l.—Justice Bookstaver in
the Supreme  Court te-day dismissed the
writ of habeas corpus in the case of Ro-
land B. Moelineux, aceused of the murder
of Mrs.  Adams,
tc remain in the tombs. The granl jury
I will now decide upon the issuance of amn-
other indictment.

WRECK ON BAY ROAD.

Smiash Up Yesterday —An lnvesti-
gation Ordered.

determine, if possible, the cause of the !

sengers were injured, three fatally.
BRITAIN AND RUSSIA.

Lord Salisbury on ‘the - Signing of
Agreement.

the

London, May
| bury, prime minister ‘and minister of for-
eign affafrs, and Mr. A, J, Balfour, first
lord of the tréasury and govomment leader.
announced to-day in the House of Lords
and in the, House of Commons respectlvel: i

the general drift K of  the A.nglo-!luuhn

fluence' of the govermment of Great Briv-
ain ;and Busdia in Clhina, as they have al-
ready -been made kaown.

Lord Salisbury said that he hoped Russia
would consent -to - the psbllcatioﬂ of ' the

a few days. H's }ordship emphasized his
anxiety not to appear te exaggernte the im-
portance of the specific stipulations of the
agreement, adding, ‘“but of course I at-

ernments of Russia and England.” = His
lordship further expressed. the hope that
the good feelings thus illustrated would ex-
tend to the people of the two mnations.
This agreement, he said, was valuable as
preventing the possibility of a collis’'en be-

thereforé,” he sald, “it is a guarantee of

come. ¥ trust that it will: lead ''to future
agreements on other matters.”

STORMS IN SOOTLAND.

snow storm this morning in Perthshire,

sulted in the killing of a great number
of sheep and lambs,

THE QUEEN’'S BIRTHDAY.

——
Her Majesty Is Anxious to Have a Family
Gathering at Windsor.

———
New York, May 1. — The London corres-

! 6t her family who can possibly be in Eng-
land shall attend Windsor Castle on May
24, when she celebrates her eightieth
birthday.

GERMANY AND AMERICA.

—— e :
Vienna, 'L\Iay 1.—The semi-official Frem-

cenblatt in the course of an articie to-day
l designates the cablegrams wh'ch passed he-

of friendship, because they mark the close

tween Germany and America.
denblatt says:
two countries lie so far apart that it is
impossible for one to cross the other’s path.
Just as Burope has grown accustomed to
regard the great American republic as a
‘““America

cludes, must

perfect readiness for conciliation and
friendliness for friendliness.”

LAW INTELLIGENCE.

._o_—

The May sittings of the Full Court
commenced this
Justice "MeColl and  Justices
Irving and Martin in attendance. The
list was a very short one and will not
| occupy the time of the court for more
| than two or three days.
| Eagle wag 'stood over until next court
and re 'O.
foot of thé lst.

Haney v. Dunlop was argued this
morning,” The appeal was from an or-
der of Mr, Justice Walkem setting aside
an order Tor the renewal of the writ
in the action which was one of the ad-
verse claim under the Mineral Acts. The
plaintiff did not seryve his writ within
the year allowed u,nder the rules, but a
few days before the expiry of the year

1

 he obtained an exparte order for the .
Mr. Justice Wal- |
| kem set aside this order on the ground

lrenew'll of the writ.

| that the action had not been prosecuted
dﬂlgvntly as reqmred by section 37 of
the Mineral Aect in reference to mining
| suits.  Judgment was reserved. A. E.
« McPhillips
 Duft contra.
l The court then
|

|

|

adjourned wuntil to-

morrow morning.
A STOLEN NOTE.

—-.o__
Londen, April 29.—A man
rested in the Bank of England

was ar-
to-day

while trying to pass one of the £100.

notes stolen from the Paris Bank in
January, when £60,000 was made OE
with in a '‘mysterionus mannper,

JUBIL-

and ordered the prison?r.i

One Passenger- Killed aud Fifty lnjured in a :

Rochester, N. Y,, May 1.—A thorough
investigation is to bé made at once 0 |

big wreck on the Rochester and lake ;
Ontario railway, familiarly known as the |

Bay Road, yesterday afternoon, in which |
John Helberg lost his life and fifty pas-;

—o..—-
1.—The Marquis of Sal's- !

agreement m:i‘ngtheq:hues of ln-._

text_'ott the 'agreement when; it-<arrived in"

tach very great importance to the signing .
of this agreement, because it is a sign of
good feeling so desirable hetween the gov- !

tween the two governments in China, “and |

—
London, May 1.—There was a heavy .

Scotland.  The unseasonable weather re- °

rondent of the Journal says Queen Victoria !
has expressed a desire that all members ;

| tween the Emperor William and President !
MceKinley last: week .over the German ra- !
ble matter as an important demonstration !

of a period of disturbance of relations be- |

The Frem- ;
“The political aim of the’

new great power,” the Fremdenblatt con- .
admit that she |
meets here not prejudice or dislike, but a !

morning with Chief '
Drake, °

Pender v. War’

“Miming Co. was put at the :

for the appeal and L. P. |

nd Death

Terrible Stories of the Suﬂ'er-
ings of Miners on vop-
per River.

Scurvy Stricken Men Dra;gged
on Sleds Over the Ice to
the Coast.

The announcement was greeted thhj
the Radical members of the

, - Seattle, May 1.—Sixty prospectors:who
arrived here to-day from .Copper River,
Alaska. brought with them repetitions of
the stories of privation and death, and

' many bore evidences on their bodies of

the ravages of scurvy and frost.

A man named Young hobbled off the |

! steamer on the stumps of two legs, and

{ Alexander Powell had but one foot.

I F. C. Geodwin, Oakland, California,

;whose legs are black with scurvy and

i whose knees are bruised by contact with

the ice, tells an interesting story of his'

A iy fob 3 } ot
| experiences, which were similar as that must file afidavits with the Gold Com- |

i of the others. While camped in ‘the in- |
terior his partner, Wesley Scheidécker, |
| Grand Ridge, TlL, fell sick with Scurvy :
} and soon became ‘unable to ‘travel
! Goodwin - strapped him on a sled and
| started faor the coast. After four days
i he arrived at the mouth of Citna river,
but his partner was frozen stark and
stiff on the sled. He buried him in the |
i snow. Continuing the journey he came !
across a tent

phis, Tenn.,
Rock, ‘Ark.

{ Rawlings and Hutton on sleds and drag-
! ged them to the coast.

I Just before the Excelsior left Valdes
| a big slide was reported on the glacier,
g but no particulars were learned.

| tain Abercrombie was arranging to begin
| the contreetion of a road into the inter-
{ ior when the Fxcelsior left. Relief par-
' ties had been sent into the mtenor

Chilkats on
the War Path

Armed With Rifles a Band De-
scends Upon a Party of
Trail-Builders.

Troops Sent to the Scene--Fire
at Dawson--Death on the
Trail

According to news received from Skag-

thelr fiiture agreement for a 16ig time to | VoY by the steamer Cutch the Chilkat |

Indians are on the warpath. On Sunday.y
i last, about twenty bucks, armed with

{ rifles, gathered from the several villages

{ along ihe Chilkat river, and after a short
pow-wow, ‘marched to a.rocky point
! about eight miles distant from Haines’
. Mission, where eight white men are en-
| gaged in blasting rocks and blazing a
| rail to Klukwan, the largest of the In-

dian hamlets in this vicinity. The

whites, fortunately, were warned in time
i of the comiing of the Indians and they
| led. Word was immediately sent to the
United States marshal and commission®r
at Skagway, and to Capt. Cheatman,
who is in charge of the troops at Dyea.
| The last named at omce sfzn.t a detach-
: ment of 16 soldiers in charge of a ser-

geant to Haines’ Mission. It is under-
| stood at Skagway that persons who are
“ opposed to the comstruction of the new
! trail incited the Indians to make
i trouble.

According to the arrivals from Dawson
the. police at Lake Tagish report that
500 men have come out of the Klondike
country this winter and 700 have gone
in. The record is for the months or
February and March oaly. The rule
i compelli'ng everyone to have money ana

supplies for a year is being rigidly en-
forced. Only one exception was allowed.

A man furnished proof that he was go-

ing in as an employe and was to be fur-

nished an outfit at Dawson. When he
reached there he quarreled with the man
! who had hired him. The police com-
pelled the employer 'to furnish an outfit
according to agreement.
| Details are given of the fire on March
30th, which was briefly chronicied in
these columns. The fire at one time
threatened to sweep out the waterfront.
. Over $12,000 worth of property was de-
stroyed in a very few minutes. The
losers are: John Lyons, second-hand
store, $5.000; Minneapolis Meat Market,
$3.500; Klondike Freighting Ge., $3,500.

John Lyons’ second-hand store bad
a tent roof, and when this accidentally
caught fire it burned like “timder. A
large and valuable stock -was*destroyed.
John Hogan. of the Minneapolis Market,
lost heavily in fresh meat destroyed.

The police have ordered all canvas-
roofed structures to be built over by
May 1st, On that date squatters on the
water front will be compelled to move

will cease to exist,

Dawson are imprisoning for debt under
the old Fnglish Masters and Servants
Act. Tt is only of late that an imprison-
ment at hard labor clause in case of de-
, fault has been attached to judgments.
The Nugget says: Frank Zikmund
" charges U. 8. Consul McCook at Daw-
, son with defrauding him out of a large
sum of wages coming to him from the
steamer Pingree, on which he was chief
engineer. He claims that the Consul told
him to take the money offered and that
later he could collect the full amount.
After he had taken the money he was
told that he had lost his chance to get !
his full wages.
The news of the stampede to rich

k. - 7 ¢ AR
: a R iater. o "n'

‘n which were two. sick !

men with searvy, .Dixon Huttor® Mem- !

and T. B. Rawlings, Little the round trip from Skagway and back |

| Another man came along at |
| tha same time and he and Goodwin put ;

T}xe government expedition under Cap- |

! 15th and September 15th.

and Dawson’s greatest source of fires |

Dawson papers say that the justices at ‘

‘*IT oS Syl Sliv i,
d 111 he& L tcbiansy I8 Lus
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U oW ade creek 18 1orty-gve Mues wongg

Al

is reached by passing op FoviysediVer

to Fort Steel dnd. then up Stesl Creos
over the divide. 1}t is in what is knowu

Jhe. |

P da.tch

ag the Healy mining distfict, which tue

' Nofth AmErican 'h-dusportatxon
'¥rading Ceihipany is boeming. There are
numerous side streams runmning from

| Jack Wade, but so.far .only two have .

; b.c.m prospected. It is to.these unpres-
pected sidecstreams that the. stampeding
; miners are. heading. .On Robertson creek

| as? “High as*forty cents to the pan was be- |

ing taken ont.

It: is: . twelve miles up
| Wade ereek. i

Claim No, 8 above lower discovery,E
was the one |
Nuggets !

! belonging to Ables & Till,
| ‘that - caused the excitement:

and !

Delegation of Natives From the
Naas Wait on Hon. Mr.
Martin.

. Ask That Law Be Enforced to
Suppress the Heathen
Custom.

{ worth as high as $44 have been picked i .
| out of pans that then went as high as |

$22 in fine gold.

$50 has been taken in a few hours.

Bedrock iy found at a depth of eighteen |

feet.

There are scores of elaims that have
qudntities of 20 and 25-cent -dirt. The
| 'side “crecks ‘and'“benches are yet to- be
! prospected. The great extent of the
country will pirove the meost valuable
; feature of the find, as many of Daw-

i son’s unemployed will now have a chanece |

to mine on their own hook.
Shortly before the ‘Cutch arrived in

| missioner on or before April 21st, or

| Tese their claims.
| British Columbia gold-fields immediately
|took place. Among the first to' reach

Atlin. was Mr. E. O. Goebel. He per-
; sonally :nterviewed
! sioner and. received the assurance that |

{ the representation period would begin on 1
and the talk that legitimate |
locqtlms nroperly recorded, were in dan-!

¥

June 1st,
ger was all a canard. Mr. Goebel made

i in ‘three days. and reported that on his
way out he found the trail lined with
peaple on their way in.

| From the

¢ " Porcupine District

; fomes the news that «t a recent meeting |
{ of United States miners, riuch indigna-
tion was expressed at the rumors spread
about of friction between themselves
and the Canadian police, and a commit-
ee was appointed to write to the press
0 inform the peop]e that “the utmost |
armony prevails in this district between |

Police. notwithstanding malicious
ports to the contrary.”

At this meeting it was also decided |
that Jewal placer. claims shall comprige
20 acres. aud shall not cover more than

re-

11500 feet in Jength. Bach dAuim wust

be represented for a peried of 20 days"
actoal  work ' on each ‘daim, ‘or $300
worth of work. Baid representing 1o
he . applied 3t any time between May

he Skagway-Atlin Budget states that
S»kngwav will shortly have a Methodist
ecollege erected within its lmits., Rev. J.
J: Walker. superintendent of Methodist
Missions in Alaska, having arrived in
the town for that purpose.

On April 19th a man named Victor
Berdone

‘Was Found Dead

in his bed at a Log Cabin hotel. The
man was a stranger, and the cause of
his death is unknown.

As the €Cutch was steaming into Jun-
“¢au, a big snow-slide took place on the
‘shore opposite the Treadwell mines. The
slide happened in the dead of night, and
as the huge masses of snow and rock
swept down towards the water they car-
ried trees and everything before them.
The noise of the slide was plainly heard
on board the vessel, but it was not
knowrn if any damage to life or property
was sustained.

Danube Arrives

pawson Men Out With $35.000
in Gold and
Drafts.

A Very Rich Strike Reported
From the Atlin
District.

Steamer  Danube, Capt. Meyers,

reached port-at 3 o’clock this afternocon
after one of the fastest trips from
Skagway via ports, on record. She occu-
pied but 85 hours.
 News was brought from the Atlin
éountry by the Danube of a fabulously
rich strike on Wright creek. Two of
the Danube’s passengers who are just
out from the new Eladorado say that
'two days prior to their departure one of
ithe claim owners on Wright creek took
out $600 in ceoarse gold, ‘in as many
niinutes-—and $600 a day, is what I call
a good claim,” said the miner. = The
ynews of the strike created great ex-
citement. at. Athn Ea TATl Wt e
Other passengers by the Danube were
H. J. _Cameron, owner of rich claims on
'All Gold and other creeks-in the Klon-
dike district. He and Fred. Hall, who
accompanies him, left Dawson on April
| 13th. They brought out $35,000 in
gold dust and drafts,
.]'ust prior to the sa_\hng of the Danube
a Skagway citizen was robbed of $400.
BRICKLAYERS WANT
VANCE.
—O0— ;
Toronto, April 29.—The bricklayers
and laborers will go on strike on Mon-
day morning, May 1st, unless an agree-
ment is reached to-day with the mast-
ers. They ask at present 373 cents per
hour, ‘whilé the masters offer only 36
‘cents. The men will strike for 40 cents

on Monday morning - unless 373 cents
are granted by six o’clock this evening.

AN AD-

b —The contract for the new. Delmonico
| theatre has been awazded to Mr. George
Snider, ex- -Alderman Bragg not being in-
terested -in the work at all.

From one small hole

Sk{igwﬂy the report was spread around |
that all .ofiginal claim owners in Atlin -

An excited rush to the !

the Gold Comm’s- i

thsr- miners and .the Northwest Mounted } Rev. S. 'S, Osterhout being in the city, i

To -potlateh or not to potlatch is a
! question which is agitating the minds of
the Indians of Naas river district, and
it is a question which appears to involve
{ the great principle of right and wrong
and upon which depends very much more
of importance to the natives than is gen-
erally believed. 'It will be remembered
i by readers of the Times that in recent
years there have been several ’deputa-
tions te Victoria from: northern tribes
asking that the customs of tlze Indians
be not interfered with in this regard,
and that the old established custom of
potlatehing ‘bé allowed to continue; and

opposition to the ecustom exists
amang the white peeple, This impression
will probably be removed when the ut-
terances of a deputation of prominent
natives from the Naas, which arrived
here on Saturday for the purpose of in-
{ terviewing the Attorney-General, are
read. = These chiefs constitute the first

purpose of protesting, against the con-
tinuance of the customand they certain-
1; made out a very strong case against
it.

The meémbers of the deputation were
Luke Nelson, of Kinkolith, chief of the
| government-appointed council in that set-
tlement; Andrew Mercer, of Aiyansh, a
member of the council; and David Mec-

Kay, of Lak Kalzap, 2lso 2 member of the |

{ council there. They are highly intelli-
| geat and educated Indians, who have im-

bibed the teachings of civilization and !

awakened to the harm which is resulting

l and will continue to result from the per-
|petuatmn in their midst of the heathen
| eustoms of the aborigines.

i kindly undertook to introduce the depu-
! tation to the Attorney General, but the
! natives are anxious for it to be under-
| stood that their mission was undertaken
solely at the imstigation of the people
whom they represent, Mr. usterhout’s
services in connection therewith being
Simited to their introduction to the min-
Ister snd the interpretation of their

1 speeches, ‘which ‘was necessary -owing to

their not conversing very readily ‘m the
English tengue, sitheugh ¢they vead it
and nnderstand it when spoken to them.
The Jeputation represents a very lirge

capital was caused by the expectation of
a general rising among the nishgas,
whom they represent, in regard to the

potlatching passed by the Dominion gov- |
ernment some years ago. That law was
passed. and during the occupancy of the
chief justiceship’ by the late Sir Mat-
thew . Baillie, Begbie, a potlatcher was
brought down ite . Victoria for frial, be-
ing dismissed, as the chief justice con-
sidered the law as it stood did not suffi-
ciently define the crime it was intended
to. prohibit. Subsequently the govern-
ment did define the crime in the most
vraiseworthy fashipn, but since then no
prosecutions have been undertaken and
the law has practieally been disregarded.

The members of the deputation ‘made
out a very strong case in addressing the
Attorney-General, and their statements
wili give a better idea of the position of
affairs of which they complain than
anything else could possibly do.
chief spokesman was Luke Nelson, who
is a son of the head chief of the Naas!
river tribes. His father, Skaden, has
only this winter forsaken the heathen
and taken up his residence with Ris son.

The following is the substance of the
arguments addressed to the Attorney- |
General at the conference held on Satur-
day afternoon-

Speaking on behalf of the natives by
whom they were sent to press upon the
authorities the necessity of enforcing the

welfare of the Indians, both socially and
physically, to say -nothing from the
moral standpoint, potlatching should be
discontinued. Great wrong has been
done them, they say, by the mis-repre-
sentation -of what potlatching is, by those
who are unacquainted with its work-
ings. Sveaking on behalf of six hundred
civilized natives who have long since for-
saken the thraldom of heathenism with
its potlatching and belief in the ‘“evil
eye.” the members of the deputation said
potlatching is not potlatching in the sense
that people in this locality think of it.
Here the custom may be very amusing
and very innocent, but there, in the
northern districts, it is very serious and
very discouraging to those who are anx-
ious to promote the welfare of the In-
dians. Here it is a potlatch—a gift;
there .it is a system of bribery. Here it
is done for the amusement of the onlook-
er and the benefit of the people; there it
is. geherzlly. for self aggramdizement, to
advance personal interests and in many
cases to rob and to wrong the innocent.

About 1868 Governor Seymour visited
the Naas river and proclaimed that there
should be mo more intoxicants used
among the natives of that region. The
immediate cause of his visit was a tribal
feud between the Nishgas and the Tsim-
sheans, arising. from the too free use of
liguor, in which conflict many lives were
lost. © For many years the law of Gever-
nor Seymour was respected and the con-
sumption, manufacture and sale of liquor
was suppressed. Later, some four years
ago, the then Premier of the Domin-
ion, Sur MacKenzie Bowell, visited the
Naas .and proclaimed that the potlatch
should cease. Immediately afterwards,
several of the Indians visited Victoria
as a deputation, to complain of the sup:
pression of the potlatch, saying how in-
nocent the custom was among the na-
tives, and that it was only their system
of helping the poor and those unable to
work. The white men upon whom they
waited apparently believed them, and as
a result they were encouraged to con-
tinue~the custom. The Indians, seeing
they were thus enabled to set aside the
law regarding the potlatch, and not be-

there has grown up a feeling that the |
only 3

deputation of natives appointed- for - the |

number of natives, and Bheir visit te the

non-enforcement of the law prohxblhng‘

The |

law as it stands, the deputation said that |
in the.interest of civilization and for the |

ing able to diseern between onedaw and
another, considered that they dright ig-
1 T g T g et e whtskylaw
pamclu riy.. Consequently for the last
few Véuts whisky has been flowing as
frecly, as. water, fights have occurred and
deaths hz've resulted.

It is \qrw pamful to us, continued the
delet‘rutiob to see the young men who
havé f')f-sziki'n heathenism and’ the cus-
toms of i forefathers-and adopted the
beliefs,and . manners of the white men,
depriyed f their natural birthright, their
(hl?fffll‘ln'\ ps their rights, by those who
by ‘a “‘systém of potlatching, persuade
their *#éll6ws o bessow upon the usurper
the ‘standidg and authority among the
tribes, whigh» belong to the-civilized. No
wonder that many a promising young
man w ho ,has lived with us and promised
well fOl Success, has cast aside the bless-
ings 'bf eiViization and gone back to
}lezlthooism, sacrificed his home, his fish-
ing gremmds, his all, seeing some one has
no right; Doy {itle to them securing posi-
tions h rho use of this system of brib-
ery. his 15" the system we ask the gov-
ernment to obliterate, not by passing a
law buteriforcing a law already passed
and well.defined.

It .pay,. be that some of our white
brothvre look apon potlatching as they
look upon Ie"mmate businesses, store-
keeping, fiotél-keeping and the like, but
there is' & great difference. The legiti-
mate “busimess affords benefit and the
means.of susgenance, put the custom of
whaich,, e, complain robs the Indian of
his ph\ sical ‘strength; sacrifices scores of
lives aunuall), as ‘the natives are com-
po-ll(d o ‘travel from village to village
in ‘wiriteri sabject to the cold and wet.
and it :eonsumes, instead of -supplying,
the nocessanes of life. All the money
that is earned in the canning industry,
by hunting, by fishing and the other va-
rious dccnpations of the Indian, is con-
sumed by this great giant, the potlatch,
whose mouth-is forever open and whose
appetite .is never satisfied, -all prompted
by the selfishness and the ambition of
a few chiefs.” Many of the  white men

| on thé toast défend this evil custom from

selfish'motives: They know that so soon
as our :people are free of their barbarous

!cnstomx they will not then be able to

infringe wpon the rights of the natives
and to ‘trifle wvith their secial relations.
We know of many instances of poor wo-
men in'our settlements who have been
led astray ; by this class of white: men
wha wguld not have been sacrificed -thus
if there were no potlatching which still

,Loeps thé péople in their benighted con-

dition. ‘We’lire in a position to judge of
the evil:temdencies of the potlatch, the
white \mantigymot. The white. man sees
it from, the ontside; we see it from with-
in. He sees some of the results; we see
the cansés, ‘and so we have been sent.
this, the’8rét time anyone has been sent
on behalf 0f eivilization, law and erder,
and justice,and mercy, to represent this
abominable system as it is. ‘We were
born in xt reared in it, and only of re-
cent vear§ Have we been free from its
influenieé;'“and so we speak from per-
‘sonail !knoﬁledge and not from hearsay,
and ‘we!'7Ate prepared -to substantiate
every statement we make.

Our whité®Brethren whom we believe
are inétre¥ted 'in the welfare of the In-
dinn, heavBeén deceived long enough.
Deputations have -come here -almost an-
nually frem these ‘who 'sre interested in
| the potlatch sy'Stem, mis-representing the
system as we have stated. They say
potlatches help the peor, the indigent and
the mﬁ:,m We are prepared to refute
this sta@e &ff and say ‘that méver have
the poor, the indigent or the infifth been
assisted in this way. As soon as an In-
dian, ‘although a chief, becomes infirm
and is,enable to reciprocate with his
potlatch, in turn, he is cast aside, a poor
subject of ‘Heglect and must seek help
from those more kindly disposed than
the potiitthers. They even ridicule the
man who'is teo poor or toe ol to give
a potlatchinhis turn and sing songs
proclalmlug his poverty, much to his
shame. SQ 1t is very evident there is
no mercy in the potlatch.

Luke Nolsén added & personal state-
ment' regarding the young men of his
! own village who have been called away
by this antherity of the potlatch, and in
obeying it Thave contmcted colds and
disease quch have resulted in death. No
| 1ess thail ‘four cases could be mentioned
lof this 'kind, and this winter when a
| chiaf- of .the: village, George Kinsadak,
| d‘ed  the;hgathens came and imposed
their obnoxipus custom upon the people
of the village, by potlatching in their
midst. A% a representative of law and
order Nélson did his best to 'interfere,
but was xm“erlebs This makes it evi-
dent that.in the potlateh, so called, there
is rm"ontm‘ed considerable authority,
and it ‘s denominated a “heathen govern-
ment,’” “We wish further to say, added
Nelson, it'i§'a government in oppesition
to all’ that ‘would tend to the further-
ance-of -our best interests.

We.,spoke of whisky just now. It
came to us also in the case just referred
to, and that is one reason which prompt-
ed mé“to come with my friends McKay
and Mercer and give the government the
rights of this matter. We wish the
white men to remove this great cloud
and give us freedom. This is - not a
trifling ‘matter to us. It will require firm
and decisive action. This authority of
the potlatch has even arrested magis-
trates proceeding quietly down the river
and, has imprisoned them. It has with-
stood provincial constables and local con-
stables do not presume to interefere.

The members of the deputation said
they did not wish the government to
think .that as the old chiefs died off this
custom, would ceas.. Young chiefs are
being reared in the custom and it be-
comes necessary that the law shall be
erforced if the natives are to be freed of
the evil consequences.

‘They referred very clearly and convine-
ingly to, the evils that result from- the
system, the loss of life and the misery
entailed, concluding with an earnest ap-
peal that the Attorney-General would
help them to rid themselves of the curse.

Hon. Mr. Martin promisel that he
woald write the Dominion government
immediately and use his influence to
have the law enforced. He assured
them of his sympathy in the state of
affairs of which they complained and ex-
pressed the hope that the Dominion gov-
ernment would be able to carry out their
wishes.

The chiefs were highly pleased with
their reception and will leave for home
to-night. strong in the hope that much
good will result from their visit to the
capital.-

Darmstadtmessor Fred-
erick” Karl Christain Ludwig Buechner,
the ‘author of “Force and Matter,” is
dead. -




