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agents and the Canadian export ^ The farmer8 were less in debt than in any
f CJS to 870 (XX) The inference was previous year. The farmer certainly was not 
from $60,000 to $70,OUU. ineini decreased condition, and so farasagri-
thac if a duty was put upon corn, cultural produce was concerned, there waa
wouM be ^ "îer^! *w0Uid go on no question about it that this country had 

a/easily in bond through Canada produce sufficient to make the best times

gjJ?VT Vf £-£
time offederation the Nova Scotia Legis- be found quite a different state of ;
• i i * of Grtmpthiniz like 50c. their trade or portion was depressed tinan-
l*nr Amerte,nê=«rï Tb=H.,n. Mr. Tille,'. ci.Hy, .nd th.y ^
main argument was that Confederation would thing to do was to discover the reason why
opentoNewBrunswickthegreatmarketsofthe the circumstances of this' «’a*Jere in a 
Dominion not that it would give them to the depressed condition. It was owing w an
Americans. Another undeniable answer was abnormal and f^te^ffi^manufa/ul-ed 
that if the people of Quebec and Ontario had from the United Stater m man.ifa ^red 
apprehended that such an idea had ever been goods (Hear, hear. ) In . /harden 
in the mimls of the promoters of Confeder- cans had begun to ,co.™ /"" of ev^vtK 
ation, the opposition to it would have been and when wages and the price of everything 
as intense as it was in the Province of Nova had been brought to a low point m 1873, 
Scotia. They would never have Emitted they "ere producing as ^KerX/th^ 
to Confederation based upon the destruction produced in the world.Wh^therefor^thew 
of the home trade. They found everywhere goods coat no more in nepr^iated currency 
cropping up in the papers that “out off” of than we paid in gold, they were able to send 
the free tn ders that in all probability there over their manu actures, and with the differ- 
would be reciprocity with the United States, ence between go.d and currency pay 14per 
The time had passed for trifling with such cent, of the duty, leaving on y jâ per cent 
follies as these. Every right-thinking man difference between their protection and our 
had cLe to the inclusion that the free trade. The result was shownpearly in 
Americans were too wise and too far-sighted the change of trade that too p a“ ,
to give Canada any advantages in markets this country and the United States and 
ehe^did not now possess, especially as they Great Britain. In
had the benefit of #ur markets without giving Orea* Bntain were $62,000,000,and m 1876-77 
anything in return. It was, however, within *40,000,000, showing a decrease of $22,000,- 
the bounds of possibility that if we shut 000. The imP°rrt^°™ the 
out their products from our markets by 1872 73 were $35,000 000,and in 1876-77 $46.- 
a heavy duty they would have an induce- OOO.OOO.andthis in theface of depression and 
ment to concede something in order to gain a reduction of $33,000,000 on 
something. His own impression was, that ports. Now this increase of $11,000,Wt> 
while the Americans gave the freetraders practically meant an increase of double the 
every possible opportunity to talk big and amount,because we had reduced our purchases 
make long speeches, they took care when to the extent of $33,000,000, showing con
forming their Governments that men holding clusively that American goods had come in 
free trade opinions should have nothing to do and replaced our own manufactures, 
with the fiscal policy of the country, and he the exnmt trade the reverse was the case, 
did not believe that in our time they would In 1872-73 the exports to Great Britain were 
see a free trader controlling the fiscal $25,000,000, and uij 87 h-7f $40,000,000, an in- 
policy of the United States. Themainques- creaseof$15,000,000. In 187--73theexportato 
tion for discussion by the Convention would the United States were $36,000.(XX), andrn 
be the depression of trade in Canada. Vari- 1876-7, $29,000,000,a decrease of $7,000,000, 
ous reasons had been given for the depression, which meant that the American goods had 
but it simply came to this, that some class or rhoved so much of ours out, and that we had 
other could not pay their debts and were un- been driven out of our own markets and corn- 
able to incur fresh liabilities. Who were pelled to send our raw material 3,000 miles 
these people? The answer was very simple, away. The balance of trade, ow ng to the 
They heard a great deal said about the fine extraordinary state of the tariff, was now 
crops this year, and that they were to put turned to seventeen mil.-ons against us. For 
things right. Why, they had had as good fear that somebody might say that the in-
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