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y 'The Railway Rates Increase.
| #Whe public, already burdened.with
Mhe ever increasing cost of living, will
pomplain of the increased passenger
fnd freight rates. So will many busi-
pess men, municipalities, provincial
governments, and shippers  generally.
INo doubt there will be an' appeal to
the governor-general-in-council. The
patiway commission probably figured
ot the rates mmch as a schoolboy
works out a sum in arithmetic. They
Mrere not concerned with the underly-
‘fog question of public policy which
'was eooner or later to be dealt with
Jythe government and parliament. The
wommission certainly had no power to
discriminate between the Canadian
Pacific and the National Railways sys-
tem- Uniformity of rates is the basic
principle underlying the railway act.
‘We have no doubt the roads made a
good &h for some increase. The
ptatement given out some months ago
by President D. B. Hanna made out a
strong case for the Canadian National
E’Rlltwaya. If it were costing that sys-
_tem $115 to produce the transporta-
ftion for which patrons of the road paid
B200, something had to give. Either the
‘rates had to be increased or the gov-
rmment had to declare as a matter of
Jpublic policy that the deficits in oper-
imting expenses would be paid out of
{the public treasury. Either the pa-
‘trons of the road were to get service
®t less than cost or the rates had to
BO up. :
On behalf of the Canadian Pacific
¥ was claimed that under existing
‘rates the company could not continue
m working expenses, fixed
' and the wusual dividend for
#ibs shareholders. Conceding this to be
frue the fact still remains that much
of this ten per cent. stock replaced
Wour per cent. debentures. True the
btock was sold at a premium, but an
fmnecessary burden was placed upon
fthe earning capacity of the road.
' The railway commission had noth-
| Ing to do with the fact, if it be a fact,
iﬁ“ compensatory rates for the Cana-
;@an National means excessive rates
for the Canadian’ Pacific. The rates
Gust be uniform, and if they result in
[_‘mu'mﬁu for the Canadian Paci-
,flo. that will present a. problem calling
|or-action by the government and par-
MWament. The governor-in-council on
}mesl may modify the rulings of the
'wallway commission, and we think the
Bppeal should be pressed. Even tho
he jJudgment of the commission be
Bifirmed, the government may later on
Misk parliament to relieve any unfair-
thess to the shippers or to the general
Public by appropriate legislation,

.;c‘n.dl" Industrial Organization
1. Must Be More Independent.

. Berious problems engage the busi-
Pess men of Canada, and, we trust,
Blso the earnest attention of our gov=
groment. First the coal situation,
Bbout which the papers say little:
fhey do not wish to unduly alarm the
people or play into the hands of the
profiteers. Not so much thes hard coal
wwhich we import from Pennsylvania
for domestic use, but soft coal bro—
Buced in Canada, as well as in the
[Onited States, upon which the vast
majority of our industries arg depend-
ent. The present Bhortager in coal
pauses under-production of basic ma-
Rerials like steel and cement, ‘Thers

shortage in steel rails; also in
htructure.l steel. There is an under-
production of cement, notwithstanding
the eager demand for the same, due.
Wwe believe, to the shortage of coal.
Mthere has been limited building this
Ssummenr, not so much on account of
figh prices, but on account of the
funcertainty of getting building ma-
Reria} at any price.

In the United States the car short-
Bge, labor troubles at the mines, and
the tendency of the railways to grab
&nd hold more coal than they need,
£xplain in part the situation. A Cana-
|#ian manufacturer- may order coal,
pay for it. have it loaded on the cars
end started for the international
boundary line, but at times he will
Bnd that the coal has been command-
lered by the American railway com-
pany.  He gets back his money with
kmple apologies, but he does not get
fkhe coal. The right of railways to
pelze for their own use coal entrusted
ko them for ttanspor{ation is sanc-
tioned by the same law which permits
khe captain of a vessel to break into
fhe hold and use all
may be 'necessary for

supplies

fhined s consumed by the railways,
about our supply of soft coal
Canada? Little Nova Scotia coal
fte way up the St. Lawrence
fnte season. and it has mever been
konsidered economical {o bringz
from Nova Scotia to Montreal by rail.

; JAntercolonial ‘has found i

cheaper to buy coal in lbnm and
Quebec than to transport it'over its
own line. The transpontation difficul-
ties in the way of bringing coa} from
Alberta and British Columbia to On-
tarid and Quebec are almost insuper-
able, altho we would not be surprised
this winter to find the government

financing a good deal of goal trans-

| portation from one part of Canada to

another,

The government should ascertain
the coal situation. to stimulate at once
the transportation of coal from the
maritime provinces and to prepare for
the situation that would face us in
case the United States further re-
stricted or forbade export. ‘The gov-
ernment should also find out why the
highly protected and heavily bonused
stesl and coal companies of Nova
Scotia are not turning out more steel.
They certainly have the iron ore and
they certainly have the coal. Is thé
shortage of steel and cement entirely

deliberate design to restrict produc-
tion? i
So much for the immediate present.
But what of the future? How long
can our factories, in central Canada
remain dependent upon the dole of
coal from the Uniled States? For
how’ much longer are our domestic
consumers to look for relief to Wash-
ington instead of Ottawa? TUntil-we
have some real industrial independ-
emoce, we are largely at the mercy of
the  United States. Surely our one
way out, our only relief, is to develop
our water powers in a gigantic way
so that the white coal of electricity
may run our mills and perhaps heat,
or help to heat. our houses. Nero
fiddling at the burning of Rome was
an intelligent patriot compared with
those at this tigne throwing a monkey
wrench into the provincial and muni-
cipal machinery for the production
and distribution of electric power.
The: Chippawa canal project should
bring great results, but there should
also”be vigorous preparations to, de-
velop on a huge scale the enormous]|
water powers of the St. Lawrence this
side of the Ottawa. No quibble or
feud between Dominion and provin-
cial rights should stand in the way of
this development. All along the line
electric power should be génerated
until this province, the workshop of
the Dominion. achieves industrial in-
dependence. Our sister province of
Quebec s in much the same position
as ourselves, and we believe will sup-
port Premier Meighen in putting thru
a big national policy of electrical de-
velopment. To this end the minds of
statesmen should be directed, for upon
this achievement depends the future
of Canada.
More coal production, better trans-
port, more production of petroleum,
and many other palliatives might be
suggested, but the commanding need
of central Canada is the development
on a gigantic scale of eleotric current
from' the wonderful water powers to
be_found not only at Niagara and in
the St. Lawrence, pnt all over Ontario
and Quebec.

Another Attack on Public
Ownership.

Respecting public ownership The
Toronto Mail is generally willing to
wound but afraid to strike, In its
last deliverance, however, against 20V~
‘ernment ownership and obPeration of
railways, it goes beyond anything ever
attempted by The Montreal Gagzette.
We are told that the result of Public
ownership is always a ficit. Then
it is explained that Q;Zgovermnent,
presumably for the sake of party poli-
ties, will give the railway workers

whatever wages they demand, and we
read:

The British people are facing
exactly the same general condi-
tions as those on this continent—
where union workers on the rafl-
roads force up costs on the general
p}x}?lic, because the government of-
ficials who control the railroad
finances hawve not had the courage
or stamina to prevent the raids.
Now, as a matter of fact, the re-
| cent increase of $600,000,000 in the
wages of railway employes in the
United States was not glanted by
government officials. The roa,d's were
long ago returned to their stock-
holders, and this increase was 8ranted
by the railway companies after an gr-
bitration, In Canada the privately-
owned Canadian Pacific vielded to the
demand for higher wagges no less
quickly than did the officials of the
Canadian National Railway system.
Does The Mail say that the rallway
x.nen should not have had their wages
mcrea.sed'.{ Does it think the Domin-
lon government should have precipi-
tated a strike rather than

g increase
ages?

Does it think that no Can-
adian train man should ever be pald
as much as an American train man
for the same work? The opening gun
in The Mai}'s attack on public owner-
ship reads 'as follows:

Like the Canadian government
ra.i.lway system, and the American
railroad system under government
control, the British railroad sys-
tem is having a deficit,

that :
the safety of |
khe vessel and the maintenance of the|
grew. Over a third of all soft coal}

coal |

Does this mean that ‘deficits were
due to government operation? The
reader is certainly allowed to infer
that the Canadian Northern would
have earned operating expenses and
fixéd charges had it remained under
corporation control, a claim o sane
person would ever make in publin
Does The Mail seriously say that the
American railways eould have carried
on at all had they not been taken over
and built up by the government?

3ut the whole attack is disingenu-
| ous, The government railway admine

Jstration i ihe United Stateg

due to shortage of coal. or is there’a,
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proached with ' increasing passenger
and freight rates, and all such in-
creases are charged up to the
cowardice or venality of govermment
officials. Yet when the roads were
‘returned to the companies, the com-
panies lost no time in applying for
higher rates. They are already charg-
ing 30 per cent. more than was charg-
ed under government operation three
months ago, notwithstanding gener-
ous financial hand-outs from the pub-
lic treasury. :

Remarked in Pnlmz\

The Board of Railway Commissioners
must think the promised reduction in the
price of bread u.g:ozns; a bit too far.

‘With no other job looming on the hor-
izon, Mayor Church will probably try to
stick to the one zxe‘lms.

Now that women have votes; un@l-
dates for office will do well to avoid act-
ing as judges at :».t:y :hows.

Newspaper reporters are told always
to -be suré of their facts. A certain To-
ronto editor would appear to be in need
of the same adm:ml.tiog.

A fashion authority says new frocks are
going to be walstless, hipless, sleeveless
and shorter than ever, Here's hoping for
a mild winter and a hot summer next
A P

‘Whatever Canadians may have been in
the past, if we are not loyal citizens of
the British empire from now om, it won't
be the fault of the visiting British press
delegates. .

® o
The worst of us have sane moments.
Brisbane, Hearst's chief editor, bas said
‘“The English have actually a democratic
government, We (the United States)
pbave not.” That man's going to lose his
job some day. SRR

A camel at the Indiana State Fair
broke away from its moorings and im-
bibed ten gallons of pink lemonade at
a pearby refreshment booth. It after-
wards took fifty policemen to get him
back to his stall. Indiana would appear
to be a prvhjbit.h‘n =tnee

On the Pacific coast they say high cost
of fuel means a return to the use of sail-
ing ships for freight-carrying. As far s
Toronto is concerned it probably means
a return to popularity of the old-fash-
joned warming pan that comforted the
beds of our toreta‘.t_‘hfrs; s

How much time and talk is it going to
take to convince Canada’s government
that it is imperative that the millions
of dollars’ worth of electric power now
running to waste in the St. Lawrence
should be put to work in this coalless
part of Canada? e

Moved by R. J. Fleming and seconded
by the Ontario Hydro Information Asso-
ciation, that the Railway Commissioners
be appointed e board of arbitration to
consider the question of raising Toronto’s
street car fares to ten cents flat.

OTHER PEOPLE'S
OPINIONS

The Worltd wili gladly print under
this head letters written by our read-
ers, dealing with current topics. As
space Is limited they must not be
longer than 20C words and written on
one side of the paper only,

LAWYERS IN POLITICS.

Editor World : The announcement of
the increased railway rates should
awaken the Canadian public to the fact
that Canada has for years been deliver-
ed over to our lawyers. Because the
farmenrs hold power in Ontario, we hear
nmuch talk and much criticism of ‘class
legislation,” and ‘class consclousness.’
But for years we have had in Ontario
government by the lawyers, of the law-
yers, and very largely for the lawyers.
Proof of this is found in the fact that,
out of a recent Ontario cabinet of seven
members, five had to belong to the legal
profession, Let the public begin to in-
quire into the wvarious commissions, in-

uiries, positions and jobs provided for
tle lawyers of Canade by their brethren
in the Dominion and provincial cabinets,
and the result will prove amazing.

_For years we have had class legisla-
tion by lawyers, both in Ottawa and in
tte Ontario legislature, and the public
has been tied hand and foot to the dic-
tum of the legal profession, Witness the
recent decision of an ex-corporation law-
yer-politiclan in favor of the raflways.

Does any sene mgivld-uul doubt that

udf:

not utterly wreck the Conserva-
tive party fn Ontario? Or that the fed-
eracy of lzd talent in Ottawa did other-
wise for e Conservative party under
the gniding hands of Borden-Rowell,

Carvell-Crerar?
, the Conservative convention

in

perforce be -postponed, according to a
recent inspired newspaper article, until
our own Howard Ferguson gets his shirts
cut of the wash, 2

The legal -profession, not without rea-
son, are industrially thrusting their
members into every opening in public
life. One self-sacrificing lawyer in Ot-
-tawa even offers to go to Eigin county
and run as the Conservative candidate
in the .approaching Dominion election!
Ir it not time to call a halt? Is it not a
recognized fact in Ontario that the one
hig mistake made by Premier Drury was
the selection of one lawyer in his cabi-
net? Why not a sound business man
for/ attorney-general, and then hire for
him capable legal advisers? The inter-
ests of the plain public would not suffer
under such a plan.

There has recently appeared an ad-
vertisement in Great Britain asserting
that the greatest danger to Britain, and
the greatest menace to the British Em-
pire was the professional lawyer-poli-
tician, and urging the formation of a so-
clety to combat their activities: Carvell’s
recent decision should lead to some in-
quiry in Canada along similar lines.

Sept. 8, 1920, A. C. -Pratt.

POOR GAS SUPPLY.

Editor World: Reading in this morn-
ing’s World re the poor quality of gas
in the west end of Toronto, I might say
that the same should apply to Toronto
in general,

We in the east end have not had suf-
ficient gas to boil an egg with, and es-
pecially on Sunday it is utterly impos-
sible to get even one burner to light
with sufficient gas to even heat, and the
excuse offered by the company’s offi-
cials is that the pipes are not big en-
ough, but this is not the case, as I

personally know people who placed at
great expense larger pipes with the hope
of obtaining a greater flow in‘the house,
but to no avail.

I think that the company should be
compelled, as in the old country, to
maintain a certain standard of gas, and
instead of turning our meters with air,
to give us gas or else put their hands
into our pockets and take out what-
ever they like in the shape of dollars,
as with the present supply and service
this is what it practically amounts to
today. H. Parkinson.

GOES TO EUROPE TO SELL
CANADA'’S BIG FLAX CROP,

Ottawa, Sept. 8.—R. J. Hutch
flax expert of the Dominion govern-
ment, sailed Saturday for Europe to
market 6,000 tons of flax fibre and
200,000 bushels of fibre flax for Can-
adian producers. ' The flax crop in

Canada is reported as being excep-
tional.

GRENVILLE GRITS TO MEET.
Brockville, Ont., Sept. 8—~The Lib-

erals of Grenville riding will hold a

convention at Spencerville on Sep-

tember 10, when a caxdidate will be

selected to oontest the federal riding.
QUEENSLAND ELECTION DATE.

London, Sept. 8—The Queensland

general election has been fixed for

October 9.

e

CHAPTER I. (Continued.)

ing here today,
year?’

“Who's that
most sobbe'd.

“The man who's going over the
house, of course.” g

““Oh, ‘dear! If only I'@ known! I'd
have taken the keys and g&one with
thema" . £

“What good would that
done?”

“l might have humbugged them
into waiting _a' minute or two. T'd
have thought of some excuse. But
don’t worry too much; mother. May-
be they’ll give the rleast little look
round, and come away ageain.” ;

“And maybe they won't,” cnie’d Mrs.

on angrily, for she was recover-
ing from her fright, and her daugh-
ter’s implied reproach wa$ irritating.
“I did my best, and it can’'t be helped
now, no matter what happens. Run
after them, Betty, and offer to help.
TT: may manage something, even
now.™® } ;
vne girl needed no ‘second bidding.
She was thru the cottage an'd out in
‘the road in a jiffy. But she had lost
a minute or more already, and the
sturdy galloway was climbing a steep
hill quickly. 'When she reached a
‘zarden gate to which the reins were
tied, the front door of the Grange
stood open and the visitors were in-
side. :

“Oh, dear!” she breathed , in a
heart-broken way. “Oh, dear! If only
mother had called me sooner! Now
it's too late! And I promised that no
one should know, Well, I must do
my best. Just a bit of luck, and I
may pull things sfreight yet!”

CHAPTER II.

SHOWING HOW EVEN A HOUSE
MAY HAVE A WAY OF
ITS OWN.

While Walker was fiddling with the
lock, not being quite sure as to the
right key, Armathwaite had eyed the
southern landscape. Elmdale was six
hundred feet above sea level, and the
Grange stood fully a hundred feet
higher than the village, so a far-flung
panorama of tillage, pasture, and
woodland provided a delightful picture
on that glorious June day. To the
north, he knew, stretched miles of
wild moor, and the heather began
where the spacious garden ended. A
glance at the map in the Walkers’ of-
fice had shown that this bleak waste
was crossed by mere tracks, marked
in the dotted ilines which motorists
abhor. Indeed, the very road leading
to the house was not macadamized
beyond the gate; two years of disuse
had converted even the stone-covered
portion into a sort of meadow, be-
cause grass, the sulkiest of vegetables
in a well-tended lawn, will. grow lux-
uriantly on a granite wall if left alone.

Truly, Elmvale seemed to De at the
end of the world—the world of York-
shire, at any rate—and Robert Ar-
mathwaite found its aspéct pleasing.
A lock clicked; he turned, and entered:
a domain he was now fully resolved to
make his own,

“Well, I'm blest!” said Walker,

of all days in the

with him?" Betty al-

have

THE HOUSE 'ROUND THE CORNER |
By GORI?ON HOLMES —!

Who'd have thought of anyone-com- |

\'

spehd‘ ng in a surprised way; *
‘ud think the place hadn’t been empty
an hour, let alone two wyears =n
countin® Mrs, Wilking

nights.
clothes, and hats, and things|”

stare of bewilderment. o

The door, which was atouﬁ"‘%"i i,
with a pane of sheet glass in the upper
half, opened straight into a sp%*
oak-paneled hall. Ieft andrightm
a dining-room and a drawin
each containing two windows, B
the dining-room a wide staircase.
access to the upper floors, and g g,
of rich and variously-tinted light{

a long-arched window glowed on |
dark panels below, and gliste

the polished mahogany case g
grandfather’s clock which fageq
foot of the stairs. ' The wall opnas
the entrance was pierced by a
open door, thru ‘which

seen ladeh bookshelves reaching
eight feet or more. Another door, -
;yond the stairway, showed the
possible means of
kitchen and domestic

There were
in  the hall, “but
plates and dishes of blue
were ranged - on a sghelf
the wainscot, and a marrow table

ur straight-backed chairs, all of

ere in tspetul keeping with the
roundings. On each side of the din.
ing-room door were double rows
hooks, and on these hung the gar«

ments which had caught the agentls .

eye.
A bowler hat, a frayed banama,
a couple of overcoats, even §

offices,
no &
some an

cap,
lady’s hat and mackintosh, lent an ais
of occlipancy to the house, which wag
not diminished by the presence of
several sticks and wumbrellas in g
couple of Chinese porcelain stands
Walker took down the panama. N
was dust-laden, and the innem band of
leather had'a clammy feeling, He e
DPlaced it hastily.
“That’s the professor’s,” he
trying to speak unconcernedly, *T ;

me!:.l.)'er seeing .him in it many

Armathwaite noticed the aotion,
was aware of a peculiar t :
‘Walker’s voice. m“k

“Now, suppose ‘we lay that
and have done ‘with it,” he said quistl
“Where did my worthy and re
ive landlord hang himself?"”

“There,” said Walker, indica
golitary hook screw thru the
shelf near the clock. “That ¥
thing,” ' pointing to a Burmess
lying on the floor, “used to hang
He took it down, tied the rope tg
hook, and. kicked a chair away. , )
If you come here,” and he advanced ¢
few paces, “you’ll see why a ghost an
pears.” o

“Mr. . Walker,” m
timidly. :

Mr, Walker unquestionably
and quite as unquestionably s
even when he recognized Betty
son, standing in the porch.

bleated
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NOT a drop of ‘“water” in our stock!
Money spent on telephone plant exceeds

stock and bond issue by over 16 millions.

No **melons” nor bonus stock!
has averaged $106 per hundred-dollar share.

Premiums on stock spent for telephone plant.

Dividends to shareholders have averaged less

than 8 per cent. and never exceeded 8!

No distribution to shareholders of surplus
earnings, but all surplus and reserves put back
into telephone glant. relieving present revenues

dividend charges of nearly a

of interest an
million a year.

And nowhere in the world was the general

level of rates lower.

There is no finer record of honorable financing

anywhere,

W e invite investigation.

The Bell Telephone Co..

of Canada

All stock sold

besintt.. 1 [
1 wonder who m&‘

He had good reason for o certayy ‘

approach to &, 3
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