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0a CONDITIONS OF CLOSER UNION

share in the responsibilities and the glory of Empire.

It is on their strength, not on their weakness, on the

growing extent and multiplicity of their interests, not

on their continuing to live isolated lives in their several

comers of the world, that the Imperialist relies for the

impulses which will bring about closer union.

That being the case, you will well understand with

what sympathy and with what hope I, as an Imperialist,

contemplate the present great development, not only of

the material resources, but of the national spirit of

Canada. There are those who seem to fear that the

growth of a Canadian spirit, of Canadian patriotism, will

be a danger to the' unity of the Empire. I take precisely

the opposite view. The last thing I should dream of

doing would be to run Imperial patriotism against Cana-

dian. I want to rest the one upon the other.

I have heard it said a good many times of late, not

by Englishmen, but by Canadians, that public life in

Canada is unattractive because there are no big issues.

That seems to me an extraordinary view to take. No
big issues! The next half-century will determine the

question whether Canada is to remain part of the British

Empire. And the decision rests with Canadians. No
external compulsion could well be applied, certainly none

will be applied, to influence them in it. And their

decision may involve the fate of the Empire as a whole.

In any case, it must enormously affect its position and
influence in the world. Look at the map. Take Canada
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