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Imperial Federation is at an end. Then came the Boer war,
and, simultaneously with it, a most remarkable expansion of
Canadian prosperity. Suddenly we found ourselves recog-
nized as of some importance in the world. We had been
accustomed to place our trust in the Lords, and we found
that they had to appeal to us. We had been trained to
unbounded faith in the British army, and we foimd that
cur men were at least as good as they. We had received
visits and heard addresses from many British statesmen,
and we learned that seldom has ever any man so impressed
British audiences as the Premier of Canada. We had almost
resigned ourselves to the annual emigration by thousands of
our people to the United States, and we discovered that they
and many others were entering Canada by tens of thousands.
We hba maae but little progress in trade and manufactures,
and month by month we saw the figures mount omtil in seven
short years they had doubled.

Is it any wonder, then, that Canada at last commenced
to believe in herself, to feel the thrill of national life, and
to seek for expression of it through Canadian Clubs ? That,
gentlemen, is in my opinion the ^explanation of these clubs.

Bnt more important than the reasons for their birth is

the answer to the question. What shall they do? Allow
me to sketch the reply which I would give.

Perhaps we might say with Mr. Foster that their chief
object is " the cultivation of a national sentiment"
Emotions, however, are not cultivated, like cabbages,
directly, but by doing thoso things which will produce the
emotions. Seek happiness in itself, in anything but good,
and you will find that out. Then what are we to do ?

Very generally, we must try to understand ourselves and
our relations to others. I am aware that a great many people,
who probably never heard of the difference between a
Federation and a Confederation, imagine that they are now
sufficiently instructed for the formation of opinions upon all

points connected with Canada's political existence and
relations, and are ready to announce those opinions at once.
But I must ask for a little forbearance if I suggest that some
of these men have notions, probably inherited like the shapes


