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vious illustrations clin-ived fi-oiii one of its most insulated

regions. But with tlie first evidence of matured n)etal-

lurgic arts we arrive, in both continents, at the confines

of authentic history, and obtain the earliest glimpses of

written records. Thenceforth Arcjhseologv becomes the

auxiliary o^ History, and aims only at suj^plementing

and illustrating more definite though not always more
trustworthy chronicles. Thus much has, meanwhil(>,

proved to be recoverable, in the form of suggestive

inferences, if not of ascertained truths, from amid the

dim shadows that have for ages covered, as with the pall

of oblivion, the history of oui- national infancy, and of

its first yourh.
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