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their blcMxird) lie elsewhere rails the |Ni|)e, " a mail wtif.

aipunst whom every on« ought lo take arms, without waiting

for an order frtmi the iimgi*trate." He adds, ' if you fall be<

fore the iHtast has received its morUl wound, you will have

but one thing to be sorry for, that you did not bury your

dogger in his breast. All that defend him must be treats t\

like a band of robliers, be they kings or Iw they ('assars." (U)

By these and imilar incentives, with which the works of Lu<

ther abound, he not only excited the Lutherans thvnmelves

to propegate their religion by (Ire ami sword, against the

emperor and other Catholic princes, but also gave occasion to

all the sanguinary and ft'antic scenes which the Anabaptists

exhibited, at the same time, through the lower parts of Ger-

many. 0>eval with ihese was the civil war, which another

aKh-rsibriner, Zuinglius, lighted up in Switzerland, by way

of propagating his fwculiar system, and the persecution which

he raised equally against the Catholics ond the Anabaptists.

Even the moderate Melancthon wrote a book in defence of re-

ligious perseoution, (^3) and the conciliatory Bucer, who l)€-

oome professor of divinity at Cambridge, not satisfied with the

burning of Servolus, preached that "his bowels ought to have

been torn out, and his body chojiped to pieces." (4)

II. But the great champion of persecution everyone knows

was the founder of the second great branch of Protestantism.

John Calvin. Not content with burning Servetus, beheading

Gruet, and persecuting other distinguished Protestants, Cos-

Ulio, Itolsec, and CJentilis (who being apprehended in the

neighbouring canton of Berne, was put to death there), he set

up a consistorial inquisition at Geneva, for forcing every one

to conform to his opinions, and required that the magistrates

should punish whomsoever this consistory condemned. He
was succeeded in his spirit, as well as in his oflBce, by B«a,

who wrote a (olio work in defence of persecution. (6) In this

he shews, that Luther, Melancthon, Bullinger, Capito, no less

than Qitvin, had written works expressly in defence of this

principle, which, accordingly, wasflnnlyesUblished in Franco.

Bossuet refers to the public records of Nismes, Montpeiier,

and other places, in proof of the directions issued by the Cal-

vinist consistories to their generals, for " forcing the Panists

to embrace the reformation by taxes, quartering of soldiers

(I) Ad Silrett. Per«ir. (») Thewt spudSleid. A. D. 1545. Ope a

Luth. lom.i. (8) B«i«, D« Hs<rel. punienrt. (4) G«r. Brundt.

Hilt. Ab«rg. Refor. P»i» Bm, *o1. i. p 454. (6) Da H»rtticii punlendis

k Civili Mkgistratu, &c • Tliood. B^lB.


