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ety of Jesus, afforded by tlie Very llev. Robert Fulton, and

for documents obtained from Rome by the kindness of the

Most Rev. Michael A. Corrigan, ]^.D., Archbishop of New

York, and Very Rev. H. Van den Sanden ; from the Rt. Rev.

Bishop of liavjma through Bishop Moore, of St. Augustine,

and Mr. William C. Preston. Great assistance was afforded

by the early registers of St. Augustine, ISfobile, Pensacola,

Detroit, Kaskaskia, Vincennes, San Antonio, and other Tex-

an missions, for which I was indebted to Rt. Rev. Bishops

Moore, O'SuUivan, Borgess, Chatard, Neraz, and the Very

Rev. Administrator of Alton. Besides the material thua

obtained, the colonial newspapers down to 1703 were ex-

amined as far as possible, with very scanty result indeed,

to obtain what scattered notices of Catholic life might be

found in the columns of those early journals. I am also

indebted to the Royal Academy of History, Madrid, for im-

portant papers, and to Mr. Sainsbury and Rev. J. H. Pollen,

S.J., for documents from the British archives. To Sefior

Bachiller y Morales, the Lenox Library, the New York, Mary-

land, and Wisconsin Historical Societies, I owe much.

The work which I have endeavored to do carefully and

conscientiously, has cost me more labor and anxiety than any

book I ever wrote ; it has caused me not seldom to regret that

I had undertaken a task of such magnitude. To my fellow-

students of American History, from whom I have for so many

long years received encouragement, sympatliy, and aid, 1 sub-

mit my work with some confidence, trusting to their past

courtesy and kindness. New light is to some extent thro\ni

on the voyages of Sir Humphrey Gilbert, Captain Weymouth,

on Ayllon's voyage, and the general history of Virginia,

Georgia, and Florida, on the Capuchins in Maine, the New

Mexico missions, and the development of the Catholic Churcli

in the Mississippi Valley and Texas.


