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pooplc there in n voiy Hhort time. It
has been said that this railway will bene-
fit the Doniiiiioii more than it svill the
liroviiifc, and that the revenue from the
districts will k<> largely to the Do-
minion. That is no reasonable argnm<'nt
why it should not be constructed. I^jvu
if two-thirds of the revenue went t<.

the Dominion and one-third to (he prov-
ince it would be foolish for the province
to do nuthiuK. I'he proper arifument ii*

that the road will henelit Itritish Colum-
bia, thai it will develop the resources
(d" Oinineca and Cassiar, that it will be
ot benefit tc) the towns and cities of the
Coast, and that it will contribute ma-
terially to the prosperity of the whole )f

the province. It will open up a mining
section of wonderful possibilities. It
will open up the Skeena valley and the
hiiuls beyond, where aKriculture and
stock raising can be carried on. It will
lienetit the farmers on the Fraser valley
and the Coast districts, for it will open
up to them larger markets and improved
prices for their produce. We all know
what beneficial influences the lines in
the Kootenay country have had and how
the Okanagan district has grown un.1
developed from the enlargement of the
mining interests through the advent of
railways. This line is the one which will

largely carry the people going into the
Yukon and besides that pass through a
eruntry that will attract peoi)le to stop
and settle or prospect. Even if all the
people at first do pass through to the
Yukon they will have brought in lurge
sums of money which will be distributed
throughout the province and then when
the reaction sets in and the people be;:in
to return, the important works going on
ii, tln' northern portion of the province
will give emi)loyment to many and will

induce nnuiy more to settle there adding
their <inota to th(> wealth and population
of British Columbia, and aiding as well
in discovering nev mines and develop
ing fresh resources.

OTHER LINES OF RAILWAY.
The other new railroad provided for in

the bill is that from Kobson to Boundary
creek, approximately a distance of ^0
miles. There is already a line which lias

a charter and a land grant for that por-
tion of the road, but it is proposed to
modify this arrangement so that the land
grant will be changed into a money sub-
sidy. Of course, any line that takes up
the money subsidy loses the land subsidy.
This line, giving as it does connection
v.'ith Penticfon, will be of very gre.it

importance to the province by giving a
connection with the Shuswap & Okan-
agan and making thai part of a through
system of railway. The guarantee of
thiei rond is at present a heavy tax on

the province and if it only pays tint
the new road will pay very well. It wdl
oiien up new outlets for the Okanagan
and be very advantageous to the country.
I have not yet referred to the arrange-
ments proposed for carrying out these
great works. The fact is that the line

between Robson and Penticton will be
going on very shortly and will be un-
der way before August. The other por-

tion from Penticton to Boundary in an-
other mcuith. The buihling of the line to

the North is the one that presents the
greatest dilHculty. We had nuuiy inter-

views with railway men on the subject
and finally were enabled to c«)m(> to an
understanding on all points. The con-
tractors are ready to agree to build a
wagon road hnmediately over the section

from the Stikine to Teslin lake and to

have it finished within three months,
that any work done by the province and
any expenditure by the government on
the road will be assumed by the contrac-
tors; that the work on both se:'tions of
the railway will begin before June 1:

that the northern section will be finished

by August, 1899, and that the southe'u
section shall be completed two and a

half years after the selecti(ui of an ocean
port. The contractors will be paid $4,00"

>

a mile subsidy only upon the completion
of each section and when the railway is

running and not l)efore. This railway
will return to the government 4 per cent,

on the gross earnings of the line.

Mr. Williams—-(Jross?

FOUR PER CENT. OF THE GROSS
RECEIPTS.

Hon. Mr. Turner—Yes, gross, not
net, and besides, as soon as it is com-
F)leted the railway is taxabh< at the rate
of .$2,000 a mile. This subsidy of .$4,000

a mile is not to exceed ,$1,000,000 and
will cost the province $04,000 a year.

The 4 per cent, on the gross receipts of

the railway added to the tax on the
road will give the province $50,000 a
year, so the difference the province will

have to pay will be very small. In ad-
dition to these considerations there mxist

be taken into consideration the taxation
arising out of the development and set-

tlement of the district which now yields

verv little revenue. Within three years
the" revenue will be $20,000 or $?.0,00()

from this source alone. It is to be re-

membered, too, that there is a term by
which the contractors are to put up $75,-

000 security to the satisfaction of the
Lieutenant-Governor-in-council for the
construction of the line. The fact that
the northern section is to be finished by
August. 1899, means that this year a

part of the road—fifty miles—will be
ready this autumn and so reduce the dis-

tance to be travelled by trail materially.


