
Life Insurance ExaTiioations.

I.— MKlPllAI. f.XAMINKks,

Tl.c- l,losiP^, .., on., to s,„ luy and mdivuluals f,„m
l.'l.' Iiisur.iiiCL- :,ru n.anif„;,l. and much i, due u, the medi-
cal profession ,n .cnH.vniK ;i from the roahn of nu rr c n-
jeclure and l.lacin^. ,1 -..pon the sol.d (uundalu,,, u|. m «hu h
It noH- rests.

The success of every I.ife Insui^ e uistitutio,, J,..
I'ends directly upon the duration of 1l. amon«,t its insur-
ants proving to be at least e.|,i;,l to that assum-.d n, the
calculations of the actuary, Ko,hi„,L; i, more .nc- -tain
than the duiation of any induulual life, hut there ai -w
things less sulject to lluctuatior than ,he avtraye du, ..on
of human Mo, when observations .-ite cxten.led over u larKe
number of individuals, Wiihout medical selection the
death rate, aniongst insured persons would doubtless be
greater tiian .tn.nngst the whole population, as a large num-
ber of diseased persons would enter ; but by a selection
excluding not only those who are actually diseased, but all
those who are constitutionally or otherwise pre disposed to
disease, the death rate is decreased. It is obvious that
without trustworthy medical selection, the most careful cal-
culations upon conservative assumptions must prove dis-
appointing in practice

; hence the examination of applicants
for Life Insurance is one of the most important duties
undertaken tiy a physician.

High professional attainments are not sufficient in
themselves to qualify a physician to .act as an examiner

; he


