
JO OCR FOREIGNERS

» abundant, it wm wisdom to be tolerant and
humane. Servants who had worked out their time
usually became tenants or freeholders, often mov-
ing to other colonies and later to the interior be-
yond the "fall line." where they became pioneers
Jn tneir turn.

The most important and influential influx of non-
Enghsh stock into the colonies was the copious
stream of Scotch-Irish. Frontier hfe was not a new
expenence to these hardy and remarkable people
Wster. when they migrated thither from Scotland
in the early part of the seventeenth century, was a
wdd moorland, and the Irish were more than un-
friendly neighbors. Yet these transplanted Scotch
changed the fens and mires into fields and gardens-
in three generations they had built t. urishing
towns and were doing a thriving manufacture in
mens and woolens. Then England, in her mercan-
tilist bhndness. began to pass legislation that aimed
to cut off these fabrics from English competition.
Soon thousands of Ulster artisans were out of work
Nor was their religion immune from English attack
for these Ulstermen were Presbyterians. These
c.vil.rel,g,ous.andeconomicpersecutionsthereupon
drove to America an ethnic strain that has had an
mfluence upon the character of the nation far out


