
tH GKRMAN CONQUEST OF EKQUND IN 1875,

carriages were drawn up in tlio siding, and our regiment

was to go first. A largo crowd was assembled to see it

off, including the recruits who had joined during the last

fortnight, and who formed by far the largest part of our

strength. They were to stay behind, and were certainly

very much in the way already ; for as all the officers and

sergeants belonged to the active part, there was no one to

keep discipline among them, and they came crowding

around us, breaking the ranks and making it difficult to

get into the train. Here I saw our new brigadier for tho

first time. He was a soldier-like man, and no doubt

knew his duty, but he appeared new to volunteers, and

did not seem to know how to deal with gentlemen pri-

vates. I wanted very much to run home and get my
greatcoat and knapsack, which I had bought a few days

ago, but feared to be left behind ; a good-natured recruit

volunteered to fetch them for me, but he had not returned

before we started, and I began f,he campaign with a kit

consisting of a mackintosh and i\ small pouch of tobacco.

It was a tremendous squeeze in the train ; for, besides

the ten men sitting down, there were three or four standing

up in every compartment, and the afternoon was close and

sultry, and there were so many stoppages on the way that

we took nearly an hour and a half crawling up to Water-

loo It was between five and six in the afternoon when

we arrived there, and it was nearly seven before we

marched up to the Shoreditch station. The whole place

was filled up with stores and ammunition, to be sent off

to the East, so we piled arms in the street and scattered

about to get food and drink, of which most of us stood in

need, especially the latter, for some were already feeling
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